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Discussion of photograph of (doubtless) GM with his &.
C. G. Conn short trumpet [i.e., cornet, see abovel. Joe "King"

_g_,; ’-‘QCJ\ML.R
Sr.'s brass band. When Sr. had string baneijobs, JO would
Lard3 ]

Oliver used a [Conn?] cornet. Sr. taught him. quggayeq]in
come along. This was how JO learned to play,the string band
instruments. The other musicians would chip in to pay JO. At
this time BM's children were small. GM taught JO how to

play [in a "string band (i.e., dance band) or a string instrument?].
Manuel Manetta was called "Hoss." When MM and Sr. returned
from a job on the lake to Gravier and Rampart streets, Sr.

[and MM] would fall asleep on the XEXEEK Louisiana Avenue
streetcar: they would be awakened and would get off at Franklin
andiLouisianéiLn the return trip. GM would walk to the ferzy
with MM, then MM would walk back with him; they would walk so
long until XK it was so late they would be afraid to come in
the house.

Honore Dutrey and Eddie Atkins played trombone with Sr.
Pete Dutrey also played with Sr.

Sr. played for the Jefferson City Buzzards' Carnival parades
almost until his death. Sr.'s %;;tjob was the Bulls' parade.
He was already sick, got out of bed to play the Bulls' parade,

22 Qo d
came home and got back into bked. Monday was the 0dd Fellows
parade over the river. CB!ls geégfather, [?] Brcwn,g%ho played
in s¥.'s bané@then begged GM not to play the Bulls' parade,
offered to pay GM $10 out of his own pocket, but GM said his
word was his bond. He told Bertha Monday he knew it would

be his last parade, insisted on going. He came home and got

back in bed. He took to his bed in July and died in November.
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Sr. wrote arrangements for his brass band and "string band."
The latter had a cornet, clarinet, bass violin, trombone, and
sometimes a guitar. HD suggests that it was called "string
band" because the brass band had no strings at all.

WR mentions string trios, and this reminds BM that people
wanted soft music. 1In this case they would hire Sr.'s pianist,
Naomi Franklin (later Verrett {spelling?]), or another lady who
played with Sr., a violin and a bass

When Sr. would play an advertising job, he would have the
wagon or truck stop in front of their house so the family could
hear his band. There was constant music in the home. Sr. always
had rehearsals there.

Sr. did not compose as far as BM remembers. She did not
keep his music, giving it to Jr. although Sr. had made her sort
out all his music, and advised her to keep the valuable pieces
[2?2?2=--RBA].

CB comments on Jr.'s ability to hold a note. HD says that
Jr. WEXKEHR played with fine clarinetist and saxophonist Henry
Julian at the Music Box, a taxi-dance hall at the corneE‘of
Carondelet and Canal. He worked days also. CB says that Jr.
recorded "Milneburg Joys" in New Orleans, according to her oldest
sister. BShe doesn't know who has the record. [Some discussion
of his wife?] The recording was made at the time when standing
up by sections and singing in turn began. Jr. could not sing

or dance. He was a small man.
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HD has a picture of Jr. with Desdune that he will try to
blow up. WR says he will get it copied, hopes it will be big
enough to see.

Sr. did not make any records.

Jr. taught Alvin Alcorn.

HD characterizes Jr. as a "powerhouse of a man." There
would be one trumpet and one trombone against three reeds; the
trumpeter had to be a man.

Sr. worked in the Cotton [Exchange Building?] every day,
played music every night. He was a cotton sampler. WR recalls
that GM got some other musician a job there. He used to play
in the Vieux Carré, in a big restaurant. One night they made
some jokes about the bass player, Dandy Lewis. Manuel Manetta
was not in on the jokes, did not know what it was all about, but
the bass player was going to kill him. Sr. stepped between them,
and fired Dandy Lewis. MM told this story to WR. Sr. had a
terrible temper. He would take that little short cornet of his
and fight [with it?].

CB tells a story which shows that Sr. did not believe in
giving to blind beggars.

Sr. played with the Ringling Brothers Circus band for two
months only since he did not like traveling. He arranged for BM
to send him a telegram to ¥ return home., CB comments that all
the white people knew him and loved him. K%XKX At this time

CB was one year old.
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He loved CB. When he was "dying almost," CB and he sneaked
out and made the rounds, going to all the places he used to go
downtown, including [the bookmakers?] and [Tarrentellds?], a
Place he used to go to with Manuel Manetta.

Sr. played music from the age of fourteen. He was only thirty
six when he died.

Sr., went to Chicago, but not to play. Joe Oliver left for
Chicago with his wife. Discussion of their separation later.

BM knew him before his marriage. Most of the young musicians were
not married.

Sr.'s string band played at the [New Orleans] Country Club,
the Halfway House and West End. His brass band played for
colored parades and, at carnival time, for the Jefferson City
Buzzards., WR says the Buzzards now have two bands sometimes.
Discussion of Carnival Marching Clubs. HD says he played the
last parade of the [Eleonore Club?] before {World] War I¥Zx {II]
when {Mardi Gras?] parades stopped.

Sr. played no other instrument but cornet.

End of Reel I
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Tt played for parades and funerals. There were five bands for
fHenry] Allen [Sr.]'s funeral. BM forbade music for Sr's funeral.
She was a lifelong Catholic; he became a Catholic during their
marriage; the children were all raised in the Catholic church.
Discussion of BM's health.

Mention of photo of GM, Sr., holding cornet. Earl Joseph

(&mde this photg. It was made to put in the paper. The boy from

the printing company gave the family the cut, but they do not
know where it is now. , BM thinks this is a good photo of GM, Sr.

HD says he never/Leard Sr., but Br. must have been a genius
if he was better than Jr. BM says Sr. could hold a note. HD
says Jr. was not a first-class "get-off" Eiazi) man, but was a
first-class reader and could play all the "Dixieland" numbers.
He had a good lip. HD played in a brass band with him. They
traveled on the road a long time together. BM says he played in
the WPA band. The last time she heard him was when [the WPA
band?] played for some people from Washington, at the Hughes
center. He lived on Rocheblave Street.

[cMB?] £finds the cut mentioned above. It is copper, about
four by two and a half inches, in good condition. [GM IV?]
speaks. Mention of another photo of Sr,, in his E¥XK circus
uniform, which has braid [on the coat and pants?], a hat with
plumes, etc. This large photo was made in 1911. CMB was born
in 1910,

Young George [GM IV?] was in the Army, is still in the

Reserves. His mother wouldn't let him keep up the music. He

has two saxophones, a cornet, his father's last cornet. HD









McCULLU}Y, BERTHA (Mrs. George McCullum, Sr.)
October 16, 1960

Throughout the interview made on October 16, 1960,
Mrs. McCullum's husband is referred to as Sr., her son
as Jr. During the interview she states that her father-in-

hence

law was also named George, XXMX he was Sr., her husband was
Jr., her son¥ was George III, and his son, referred to in
the interview as "Little George" or George III was really
George 1IV.

See also article by Edmond Souchon, "Long-Gone-But-Not-

Forgotten," The Second Line, Vol. XV, Nos. 5 & 6 (May-June, 1964),

pp. 13-16, 22. A photograph of George McCullum holding his
short cornet K is printed with this article. The article also
KEX mentions a photograph donated to the New Orleans Jazz
Museum in 1963 showing "George in the full regalia worn by
members of the famous circus band.," This photograph XX

R sounds very much like the one described in our interview,
although Souchon states that it was made in 1909.

BBR
October 2, 1969



