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The tape was recorded at 115 W» 141st Street in tTew Yofk I i
t .
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City. Fred Moore is called by most of the people Freddie Moore» ;(I

i

.'}

Freddie was born in Washington, North Carolina which is sometimes T
.*.^
.r

f '^11.

called "Little Washington," Nortt-i Carolina; Freddie l/s birthday ^
-t

Ik *
I J.

*
^

is August 20, approximately 1900; he is fifty-ei^ht years old new. i-1
,-f };'^'

-^ ^

Freddie is the only one in his family who played or sang* Freddi6 ^
* ";

f* .

:.^
f '':. s.i.' ;- '".;*

started off wifh mus 1c as a kid with the carnivals and minstrel f
*.+.» >-.

1 T ;
?^
* t.Jf f '4J »

.'V'*

shows; he was a hamfat dancer, ie* a buck dancejc, DB "sort of a h
*' I f-

* ^ ^' n .<\-}
t

jive dancer, buck and wing, cut the fool," Not a teal skilljsd 1
', '1.

1r

t^ ^ -.1'. -,.Freddie I,professional dancer, but what ever came into your mind* t

" -' 'i
f ^

I r .S1
t

I

was a black-faced comedian* 1r
» (

^.h
+* .*t

The first music Freddie remembers hearing was some of Jelly »^
I- J

.;1^
:^'"^ \It- r-»'" A+

Roll Morton s number s» [Obviously DB and RBA doul^t -bliis] < Of \ I. J
t.I-

;i * ^A*.
I;F *

course, 'h6 had heard spirituals and there was a famous preacher, *r tt+

I.I

I.

revivalist, Mr. Bill Hig^ins, Freddie called him "Birothet t-owdoWh" i-:
4
»

./
r

T'l f
*.

s't

because in church he would tell the brother and sisters What to do .. ,;^^
^..-: \'i ^.1

and then on the otitside he would do worse tlian what T-ie was telling i'
* -r^

1 *'
f .f r

them not to do* Freddie called Mm a member o£ the "Bite-back

Association." d
»

t h
^

^ I.
fr .f

Freddie didn't tiave.a music teacher, in fact, he only had .*,> .fl
*....T.:.k

-M
).about four lessons in his life. He picked drums up himself* He * li
t*» <\i

I
1 ^

started when he was about eleven or twelve years 013: he used to f I*d
^1

t/ "f*

.rt."^/t

take t^ie rounds out of the chairs and beat on laid cans» chairg; / s
^ h

*
^*t ^<1

anything he could get a sound out of< *-f
./

a .I
ft A-f

.s

^*r ,h

Danny Barker aske Freddie to relate the story of the time wh^h ^t,j
,'v^ ^
^ <t »* 'fr ifhe went to jail when he beat up "his school teaclier, aftef Sh6 had *

» * »'f-
^ ^ 4*^ If1 if^'i '»3~f

^ f?^ v
j

whippyd him. Freddie was about eleven years old, had left "h6me &h<3
t n ^

V1 ~t..th
I *t./-..fJEa
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was living in New Bern* North Carolina which is about seventy-five 1.

miles from "Little Washington." In the story, wl-iile he was in
J

jail which was next door to where his mother was living^ lie 1'ieard

his mother scrubbj-ng clothes on a washboard.to thp rhythm of the

hymn she was singing; "Nearer, My God To Thee." [He sings a
\ ll.

few bars.] He stayed in Jail a day and a night. Freddie was t
»

expelled from school and besides the learning he got in the
s

t,wo years he was in school, he pic'ked up 1-iimself from being around I

friends of his? He learned to read pretty nice, spell* but he

didn't learn how to write very much* > ^

1

Freddie had been playing around f^ve years -when he had his J.

first music lesson* The first lesson was from B Prof. Booker ;

a trumpet play6r» This was in New Bern, North Carolina, and he 1J

continued them for about four months. Then Freddie Joined the*t

Ao G. Alien Minstrel ShoWo Freddie w&s too small to carry the drum*

so 1'ie was what you call ra "walking gent"i after the parade fhe
f

fellows would bring their coats and give them to Freddie to liarig T

t
f

up on coat hangers, in the Pullman car,in which they travelled.
*

* .I

When Freddie got to where 1-16 could do a little something on
f

f

the drums, he used to go to the dance halls and pay -Lhe drummel" to r

t' I
t

let him sit in during the intermission? he would pay the driummer ^
.t -

'>' * ^

25 cents, 50 cents> around ttet. The drummer's nam6 Was Jesse [Sp?] i'

^

>

Johnsono The band was composed of three players and didn't have a

namCo They had piano, drums, and saxophone, very corny* When
\

Freddie thought he could play enough drums to get by, he joined \
/

.(
*

the Ao Go Alien Minstrel Show as water boy and fco hang up the coa^s t
s

f
.. ; -1

t

after the parade. He made $3 a week, room and board. He didn't L

-J
t

r.

, >t

tell his mother anything about it;'he Just ran away f^-om hom6» I-*

T
:;.i*

1

I 1t

h
< - 1f * fJIk I*

;;1 1 *

f
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[Thte Manager .or owner-also connected with the Rabbitfoot Minstrels ?]
»

[A. G. Alien » 4

told him if he would study the drummer in parades and shows, and

when he got big enough to play he would pay him $12 a week, room
^

and board. The show was on the road for about five months, but

when the show got back to his home town his moEhfic was right there

waiting for him. Freddie told her he was trying to mafc^ money for
^

1

them and gave her twenty-five dollars which kind of softened "her r

*

heart. He told her he was learning how to play the drums and

showed her Where he slept and that he had lots to eat. Freddie .
^

only liad one suit, and Washed his own clothes. The next time he 1.
v

went on the road he was gone a whole year* After that he quit tlie

show? he was around thirteen years old then.
^

Freddie met "Jazz*' Currie [sp?] in 'his home town of Wasliington;

North Carolina,, He was so young that he didn't know what he was

getting into, but.he liked it so well and "Jazz" Currie [sp?] wHo

played drums, baritone [horn or saxoplione ?] , tenor [horn or saxoph&he]»

trumpet, tronibone, he was an all round musician, and a funny man» too*

Said he would help him join his show when he got back to tcfwn in

about six months. The show was called the Old Kentucky Minstr6ls.

The Old Kentucky came back in about four months and Freddie joined
^

the show as comedian; had his li?ps white and fade black in the
/

part of an African with a big ring in his nose, big earrings, and a I

wig, and he had a spear* "Jazz" Currie [sp?] showed Freddie hew to
>

/

dress which was just like him» in black-dyed long underwear, no
t.

shoe s * "Jazz" Currie [sp?] also sliowed him Ticw to do tlie dance which

was something like an Indian War Dance* He showed Freddie ho-w to r

t.

say several words in [pseudo ?] African. Freddie, and *'tTazz" Currie 1

t

i

1

f T

,'tI
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[sp?] were the two end men in tl-ie show. They had about eight men

with four on each side and a thin light-skinned fellow who didn't

have any make-up on at all sat in the middle of them, and they

called him Mr. Interlocutor, in other words he was the straight man*
>

His name was Jimmy Spriggs, an all round man. Mr. Alien says that*

was Jimmy Palao's real name, Jimmy Spriggs, Mr* Alien also says

Jimmy Palao was a violin and saxophone player from New Orleans, but

that it was probably a different guy. Freddie Moore tells a

minstrel joke. [Additional information on Jimmy Palao see Tom Albert Eteel 3]

Freddie never played with Charlie Love, but he played wifh a
*

fellow named Charlie, a big heavy set, brown skin fellow, a trumpet

player and a band leader. Mr. Alien says tt"a t that couldn't The
f

the same guy. [Possibly it was. RBA]

Mr. Alien asks him if he knew John Porter who played baritone,

trombone, several instruments^ Freddie doesh't say.

Freddie knew Fox Temington [sp?] who was a violin playey

around Shreveport, [La.]
I

Freddie says that most of the boys came from the South that
/

played these shows and some from Illinoisr they were older fellows*

Most of the players were readers and they had band books [of written

music no doubt]. The band was composed of about twelve pieces*

The first music Freddie heard played by ear was Jenkiris

Orphanage Band [Charleston, S. C.] There were 6ight in the band;
/

bass drum, snare drum, two trumpets, trotnbone^ peek horn which are

called altos, [alto horns] They would play on the corner and play

numbers like "Lassus Trombone," >IMargie," "Everybody's Doing It,"

"DarktSwn Strutter's Ball^' "Our Director," "Grand Hour," and they

played the blues, played shout terftpo, not too fast, not too slow,
J

swing." Freddie takes his foot and demonstrates shout tempo? he I

y
*



FREDDIE MOORE 5
.,

Reel I--Summary-"Retyped < -
-<

/June 19, 1959 »

,says you 1-iave to have fhe Church feeling, that spirit.

Freddie has been playing drums for forty-three years for a

living, since he went in for himself, and he is fifty-eight years
+

old^ He took up washboard in 1924. The first fellow he heard on
/

the washboard was called "Washboard, *' Freddie thinks "he's dead now.

The Washboard Serenaders. He heard them in Washington, D. C*
. -f

Freddie liked the washboard so well that he asked them to let him
I

try it one day. He didn't u3e ten thimbles like Freddie does now,; /

It

t

he just used four thimbles [on each hand?]: he used the four finget
*

and Keep his ttiumb cocked down. He didn't have a washboard like
^

Freddie? Freddie made his own which is a double wasl-n board. Freddie

played a couple of numbers for "Washboard* *' He had learned just
t

by watching him. Freddte didn't think any more of it Just then and

went to New York around the last of 1928.: He made himself a
>

s

wasliboard, but it was just a single washboard^and the first time he
»

played the washboard was at the Village Vanguard [NYC] in 1939 with

Art Hodes who was working there at the time. Max Kaminsky was there,
/ *

too. But ttie man didn't want any drums. When Freddie 3?irst went

there, they had two little trios: Jimmy Hamilton on clarlnet and

Zutty Singleton on drumSo Freddie doesn't remember who was on piano*
.\

Don Fry6 perhaps wais on piano. Art Hodes and Max Kaminsky were in the
f

other and they had a bass player. Freddie took his washboard down
. ^

there in 1939 and asked for the band leader who was Art HodeSp but

no one would tell liim who it waSo Finally Art Hodes said he was.

They put Freddie in a spot. They asked him what he was going to play, .I

*

and he named: [Sweet] "Georgia Brown» " "X Got Rhythm," "China Boy, II

; t

+

but "Tiger Rag" was his favorite played "up" tempo" [fast]. The band I*

<

took one chorus and cut outo He came ift for three clnoruses by
J

h.

himself-he was younger then-then signalled the band to come back in.
1

^

f
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There were six clioruses in aLl. When he finished, the place was .
I

T

packed with people, the man came over and introduced himself to him?

his name was Max Gordon who was the owner of the Village Vanguard*

Max Gordon'said, "Lord, I never seen nobody play washboard like
/

that before, do you want a job in here?" . Freddie told him in
»

answer to his question that he was a drummer, too, and went up and
f

used Zutty's drums. They played a couple of choruses of "Georgia

Brown." Freddie liked Gene Krupa's style very much, wanted him
/

to take all breaks but he said that after two choruses he'd take

over-try to keep the tempo in his own style. Max Gordon didn*t
<

know much about (Cozy ..Cole sp?] and them, said he^wouId start him

off at $50 a week, starting tl-ie ne3tt week, and the third week he f

would give Freddie $75o He didn't have to play any shows then. Freddie

just had to play washboard. He also asked Freddie if he could sing

and Freddie told him he could sing ttie blues; he only'knew two
/

songs: the blues and "[I] Ain't Gonna Give Nobody'None of My Jelly
\ .^

RolJL" Since then he has learned about forty tunest "Old Racking

Chair," and one ttiat everyone liked for "him to sing but Freddie says
k

it is out of his catagory, "Ugly Chile." The lyrics aren^t too good

[i*eo distasteful to a Negro]? Freddie sings it every once in a »

.<

while but doesn't use the lyrics that George Brunis us6s< Freddie
»

rhymes all his Words, to make them fit in there,,
;

In Chicago Freddie was working at the Blue Note with Art Hodes ^

in 1950 or 1951* Art Hodes sent for him to come "

END OP REEL I
1

*-

.f
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When Freddie is drumming, lie is often very [un?]conscious of
1

himself? he has that "stare out of my eyeball look." Danny says

that is from his Minstrel days and Freddie agrees. The Minstrel bay

what is called the'TOBA" [Theatrical Owners' Booking As3»] When /

Freddie is drumming and, 'he tlninks, drumming naturally, the folks

are looking at him and laughing so he catches "himself and tries to

straighten up, but -the folks keep looking at him and laughing* Freddie
^

calls it "Break Down and [Joe Giggle 7]" Someone told him he had a way
*

of looking at people tl-iat made them laugh. Freddie had some pictures

made to find out how he looks. "TOBA"^ that's what you call going
1

around the world: Washington, Philadelphia, Baltimore., In colored

show business it was a vaudeville circuit. "Toug'h on Bladk Actors," or .t

something because tliey caught hell; stranded wh6n you went on a "TOBA" if

you didn't have a big name. Freddie has been stranded many a day and

missed many a meal.
\

Freddie went to New Orleans with William Benbow, a producer, t

[See Lizzie Miles] He doesn't remember wlien this was. Beribow made

money» but didn't want to pay the musician or performer, He owed
-^

Freddie about three weeks, would have owed him.more, but Freddie tricked
t

\. t.
.

him by pretending to bust drum heads, but he Wasn't busting them. Freddie f

»

started taking the drum head off and hiding it? Benbow would give him
L f

^

$1.50 to get a new one. This .he did every week and was thus'1able
-^

*

to get about $50 out of Benbow for busting drum headSo He actually
Jt

only .busted about two» In New Orleans Freddie played at the Lyric

Theater where lie first met Professor [John] Robichaux, the violin player* f

They had five or six pieces in the pit [probably more than that ?]; /
f

#
f
I

t

I
,1-1

-f

?
/

>

1 f
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+

.*

Professot Robichaux and "Red Happy" [Bolton] beside^ himself are the
1

*
»

only oneg Freddie remembers. People called "Red Happy," "Happy^" but . . » f

J.,
I

Freddie called him "Red. "Red Happy" was-a great fly drummer, a great
+

1

t.

show drummer. They stayed at the Lyric for two Weeks. Frr om New Orleans f
/

±
/

Freddie went to Havana, Cuba, wl-iere they stayed about three [later he
r+

^

says four months] months* f

< . .V

f

Freddie loved New.Orleans'as a city., H6 didn't go to Basin '.t
I-

f
^

"I

Street after the show was over; hig hang-out affer the show. was \v

.r{t

.;-^^

Danneel or Rampart Street whei*e there'were good looking girls. They <.
h- I

<
}̂

have some beautiful girls in New Orleans, real Creole girlss friendly ^1
"..<E

and affectionate. You 6ee tliem there fr om the darkest to the whitestt 11
I >

[ long ?] / -L

pretty [blonde ?] hdir» dreamy eyes,. shaped. Danny Says, waist lik^, ; /

a
..J/

*<

wasp and a back bide like a horse. F^eddi6; agrees Wit-h Datmy's descripti1 f
I llon* <(

\ k
In Cub^ they were following [Brorusella ?]-White and that is :/J

t'
1 <
f *

f

^*

the first time Freddie saw Little Rastus, a.'great sensati6n drummert <
-if

s-I
*/

[Freddie was kind of A fly drummer at that time, too, but not as k

much
Ik
.''. «

as he was] he would make a running spin, slide on his stomach an4 hit the t
A

>. *t I
.r,

bass drum and cymbal right on the beat in any tempo/ Ra^tug wa3 fa 'i

.^
*

great little dancer, too. Freddie was getting $40 a Week with.Benbow* ,?-+

.1I <.'
l(

1 'fr
*

Returning from Cuba, they came through -Key West,.Florida and all through
L

. t
T

;,

.-..3
Florida. Freddie loved Cuba arid learned to speak a-few worda of Spanish:.

:̂)
I <I

to ask for yellow rice, coffee with milk in it,.and beef Steak and potatoes. .>

'.»
J

^Freddie learned hew to get a girl, drink their rum, and had a Spanish f.

/ *Ik *
. .(

ciigarette which strangled him and made him sick. Freddie'never did much . ,' ^ -
i'?v

smoking, but when he did he smoked Bull Durham tobacco* ::^
* it

ftr*..I1

When Freddie was in Barcelona, Spain, he,learned to speak a T ,\I
t

t

...::^
little more Spanish,, He s aw a bull fight, .The .people there were very ..'

.-1
I.

/ t a/ rt
^k t

*

friendlyo I.

- -^+
J-

+

.*. I
'.*" ^^ 1

1
4..

^

J
i ; *

.I I 1-.1 ^ *I ; Tf > rf* *\
f

s li..t * *.; <.. *I ^ ^ r-s t.
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1

transfer from another local/and took half of Freddie's tnoney to Join ,.<.
!jt*

\'

»
» r

f<the union. It cost $54 to Join the union arid fhe man took about $35 / >rf

t
+

the first week and the rest out of the second. After that, Freddie
+

1

decided to take it easy* Then he saw Dave Nelson who was King Oliver's
J ;/

right hand mart during that time? he did all:the arranging of the music \
t

k *'1

for the bando Nelson asked Freddie to join'King .Oliv6r*s band. Nelson 1
*
-.

*f
I I*.f

was the leader 6f,the band. Freddie went to the rehearsal whei:^ he t
-T^'
-i^ 'V
"H
*

found the twelve piec6 band. Freddie wasn't too sharp on reading? he i: \'^<
r,

.-.i*
f

.<could "spell" slow. The most important thin^ that Fred,di6 was Worried <

f '^
It

about: they would play the introductions, first and -second endings .
;t

[coda ?] rf

and [chorus ?]* The first chorus you repeat, if desired^ then Jump to
f

IL
f-'
V

the second ending something like a modulation but the rhythm is still t -

going, then you go into the second ending which is called going into Y
'I I

>
f

^.t.

the last chorus. You can play the secohd ending twice if you want to f
*I

t̂*

pfr once* The introduction, is tricky and the second ending is tricky» 1.
I ^

f

.*

especially the [coda at the ?] end of the chorus: You rtight have tWo 1
t

.'.: i^
bars out, you might have thtee bars out, or four-you have to count, ,.?

^t.

t'-

the drummer is supposed to lay out four bars and th6 other band is '.'J';.Vi» :"*>"
(..I

/ - h

I»t

playing, but you are laying out for four bars while the rhythm is doing., 4̂*.
iif

I

something else and you have to tmow when to come in, you have to count \ \

I.

"* /

about two bars ahead while you are playing*, Frfeddie learned to tread ...,.;;,f
k

I.

enough to play the shows* Joe Oliver liked Freddie very rtuch^ They
t

rehearsed about two.weeks. The first thing they had was a recording
* k

v 4
1 *'
t

date* He was recording then with Victor, Brunswick, and Columbia-about .J <

<
1 -

*

five different companies [se-e di^cograpliies] . Oliver was only paying
1 <

t^ t <'-.

$30 a session for four sides, Freddie needed his money so b&A:'j&ha it * I .<.
*

# .1.?-
14 /

took about fhree weeks to get the money so'IToe Olivei: would buy1 him out CJ<
1F .tIt<

f
^ .i

tby giving him $20 or $25 right then out of his pocket. The tunes they ..) /
T

»
f

^-^^
t

made weret "Muleface,".[Danny.Barker prompting] "Boogie-Wobgie, " ^ s

;.-^;',.' 44

k, t/ .r *» AI
/ /, >~'»

^ '.^ i
? '*.)f -;

.^,;, .^-^'^I *
*

f j
*
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"Red Happy" used both four-four and two-four. In show drumming

some numbers call for two beat; foundation to hold fhe band together. +

Some numbers "Red Happy" would beat four* but be w^s good on both of them*

He was what was called a foundation drummer and a fly drummer, too.
/

A fly ["eccentric"] drummer takes the drum solo3, fhcows sticks up in

the air; Red Happy was using around four or five sticks all at once, .I
I

Freddie uses four sticks now; two on his arm and two in Tiis hand,

it is something like jug^ling» but you move in rliythms you switct'i -hhe ^

>

sticks around. Freddie used to use nine sticks, but he would have to do
t

it sitting in a straight chair; one on each side sitting on them, one
^

I

between his legs and two on the bass drum^ two on his arms. He used

to be able to balance himself better with nine sticks than he can with

four, but since he is older he can't drum sitting down low; h6 has to sit

up high to take the weight off his legs. Any drununet sitting down low H

can't keep the four beats up all the way through? they get tired in the
/

4

instep or the calf of the leg,

Freddie Joined Joe Oliver in 1929 in New Yor'k* [check Rust and
^

Alien's Oliver biograpl-iy] That wasn*t Freddie's first job; 'hi8 first 1

h

job was witli Wilbur Sweatman. He rebear-sed witli him for a couple of /

t
k

,rs

months for the Jobo Sweatman used three clarinets at one time?*

r

one of them was really a basoon. Freddie was witln Sweatman around the 'A*
t.

/

first of '29 at the Lafayette Theater in New York. There were Just
*

three of them: Jerri [sp ?] Smith on piano» Sweatman on clatinet and
»

*

.;iFreddie on drurnso They played numbers like: "The Rosary". They rehearsed 4

*
fr

the act for a couple of months and got it booked at the Lafayette Theater .t
i.^

for a week, but they stayed two weeks and the scale during that time ^

t

*
fwas $55. The man did not want to pay for two drummers. Freddie played V

f

the show as well and tne man told him he would pay hitn $90. The first I

*

4k

wee'te the union man was there, because Freddie Wa;S coming in on A <
fl

*'1
t

r
Ill ^ »

.r t+ * T 1
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*

/

f
1

"Edna*" [Danny Barker prompting] "Scrub A Buckett" "Shake It and 6r<aak t
f

.m,

It," and "When You're Smilin'." Joe was playing fair> he could always
*

plsy good; but his teetli wouldn't let him play too;hig'h? he 1'iad pyor'hea*
I

During the time tliat they w6re recording he would have different trumpet.
^

players to help him outt Ward Pinkett, Louis Metcalf, Henry "Red'*
>

s

Alleno Sometimes they would make two or three jb lay backs because Joe
.t? \

would crack-up; he would try to hit a note but his .Iip wpuldA*t let him ,»
'^ *

f

. :;^
so they would make them ovet and over/ Dave Nelson would he Ipi too* T-"

r

Dave wAs from New Orleans? Danny Barker says he left New Orleans early J 1

*

and settled in Chicago with his folks* Dave was a trumpet player and >

could play piano t6o» Danny Barket says, and a great arr^n^er* Dave t

[LlliS
*

did practically all the arranging for Joe Oliver after Joe and [Louie
Russell 7] < J

\
f

Armstrong ?]. broke up. h

..-.n
f /

t

Mr. Alien asks Freddie if lie has ever heard "Stingaree Blues" .<iI''
i

f
f

.t"that Joe Oliver made. Freddie says he made it* Mro Alien says Tie *
I

.:*...t -
i''.*

*»
t

, thinks that you can hear Dave Nelson on it pretty good. Mr. Alien said ^
*

t. ^ a

he played it;for Paul Barbarin one time* , Freddie says during tl-i6 time .r

.. '-M
'*

*

<

when he recorded, you kept your bass drum paddeds put quilts in front It
f

1

/ '^

of the bass? they didn't want to hear any bass drum, all they want to ^<L
I

I. ^

hear is the snare drum with snares'thrown dowilow not quite like a tom-tom t

*

t

effect. When you hit the cymbal you use a soft mallet rathef than sticksi . /.

J,
f

< t̂
ayou hit the cymbal and choke it» cut it off* The drummer would sit

'.1
<.

pretty close to the microp'hone. They only used the drum to Iiold the -f
j

.^

band together, the beat. In those days they were recording ,into a
1

4/ I

megapl-ione-like horn, didn't have tlie set-up they have now. You didn't .*

'1»

f -

have to change your style, Just had to play .soft and use mallets* You * I*t ..".>

'-f*

1 1

could use wood blocks. r
1

. r

Freddie worked vd. th Jelly Roll Morton for about two months? !ii
i

1
;

t
^

.1

^
¥ I

/
*

I. *
J ^

.JI

I
1 v* /''I » f I  »' ft~
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f

1»

».

,+

he had about four or five automobiles, Lincolhs, and diamonds* He-,wa s
r-

playing plenty of one-night stands through Pennsylvania. Sometimes 1

one or.two of the cars would break down, and tliey wouldn't make fhe Job.
/

When they did get there it was eleven o'clock and everyone demanded theit II
*

s

./

money back. Tl-fcy were Supposed to start at nine o'clock and play to 6ne.
.')*s - /

* )

Jelly Roll was a good fellow and a gr^at pi^no player. If he had had
*

/

a little up-to-date bus instead of those old cars-Danny says Jelly
I

f
t

Roll was quite a lecturer. Jelly Roll would sit on the piano stool and
^*!. v

cross his legs and tell how he first started^ Freddie describes Jelly r

/

t 1
^ ^Roll taFking; explains how Jelly Roll "stomped off." Mr* Alien then »

.m>
tells about Joe Oliver when lie wanted the band to go out. Eddie Dawfion 1

tol<3 him about it. They wouldn't pay any attention to Joe, and he f .

f

.?.

would stomp his foot as the signal to go out so one day they hid a .. "I
^

L.

/ ^

brick in his trumpet case and instead of stomping his foot he took the i

* <
*

r.
*

brick and threw it down on the floor. Freddie says that' one beat meant '^
»

that you were going out [ending], finishing the chorus. When Joe Olivei:

would call a.rehearsal he would bring his gun with him. Joe would t

walk in slowly and look every'one over and put his pistol down and ask if
t/ ^

everyone was there. *
/

END OF REEL II ^ *

»
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FREDDIE MOORE Those Present: Richard Bo Allen^ 13
*I.

Reel III-Summary-Retyped Fred Moore^ and Fletcher Blac'kwell^ ^
f

June 19, 1959 Danny Barker /

I

- :

Fred Moore started playing with King Oliver in 1929. During
*

I

that time they recorded with five different: companiess Victor, Columbia,

Decca [?], and a few mere. About two weeks after they finished recording»

they.started rehearsing to get the band in sliape. They went out on
^

tour? they were booked out of Wichita, Kansas, by the Frederick Brothers*
f-

^

Companyo The Frederick Brothers chartered a bus for the band, and -/J//

'I. r

they went from New York to Wichita, Kansas, from wh^re tl-iey went to
+

play at For.t Worth, Houston, [San Antonio ?]» and Beaumont, Texas. They
I-

played all through Texas, following one of the Jean Goldkette bands, of -*1/

following Louis Armstrong's band. The latter trip was . in tlie thitties.
^ n

f

Joe Oliver had Dave Nelson on trum]pet? Glen Pacque [ck sp ] on
^
s

alto [sax]t [ ] Scroggin on alto [sax] ? Frederick [ on

I

tenor [sax]* [Compare W* C. 'Alien and Brian Rust,King- Joe Oliver]
»

Joe Oliver had two trumpets in that band-Joe and Dave-a trombone;

piano, drums» bass, and guitar. Fred doesn't remember the trombone

player's name, who was in the band after Jiiiuny Atchey; >Timmy Arc'hey >

1

*

was in the first band which went out. The two bands were of entirely
<

different types.

Mr. Alien shows Fred a picture of the Joe Oliver band: At {

T

the extreme left is Pratt, tlie tenor sax player, who passed away quite

a few years ago, perhaps in California. Paul Barnes, the third from the
I*-

left» was with tl-ie band. Fred stood, between the latter two, second

from the lefto King- Oliver is next in the picture^ which showg clearly
i

his bacL.eye. The next player is Nefton [?] who played string basa artd

bass tuba. Walter Dennis, the tail fellow to the right of the tuba, has
If

the band down at Tony Pastor's where he has been for nine or ten years?
I.

he now plays alto sax* Next in the picture is "Red" Who played trumpet

and who is in Washington, D. C. how. Next is the trombone player, whose 1

»
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name Fred doesn't remember. Second from tT-ie right is Ernest Meyers who

played a double necked guitar, banjo and piano,, The picture doesn't

show the frets on the guitar, but Fred says that they are there. On the
k

end is the piano player, Hank Duncan, who is down at Nick's [in the
/

Greenwich Village]. Mro Alien saw HarLk at Nick's ten years ago

around tlie 4th of July.

The Oliver band toured Texas and Kansas* and after about two

months, .Joe didntt want td play the arrangements as they had been

recorded? Joe wanted to play mostly 'head stuff, and the. band didn't

go over very well. ,The people were looking for Joe to play the arrange-

mentg as they were on the records,. After about two months the band wasn't f

\

working very steady. Most of the fellows in the ban^ got disgusted--^ .r

'1

and they wanted to go back to New York. Joe tried to pick up fellows

Iiere and there to replace them; that didn't do any good, because the

band was well rehearsed before  ey left tl-iere, and you just couldn't
.T

pick up a guy and put him in the band and have the band sound the saifte*

The fellows, still disgusted, hung around for.& while and were finally

stranded in St. Louis, Mo*» where they were stopping at the [Streets
*

Hotel ?]. All the band members had rooms there, but got to the place

where they couldn't pay for their lodgings* The man [hotel manager ?] J

held some of the boys' instruments. [This was probably the first band.]
^

The man held Freddie's drums and the violin of the violin player who

is dead now-died in Chicago. Fred can't think of the violin player's
.t

name* The band had eleven pieces when it first went outo Fled got J
f

f

his drums out by talking to the man so straight that Fred was allowed

to go out and make a little money which he would give to th6 man< Fred 1,

*

did that about twice. The tliird time out Fred didn't bring the drums r^

J-

back; Fred owed between $50 and $60 for a hotel bill, [but Fred h^d to f

t
^ ' i

bring the drums back on the next trip out?].

.I

<
T
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.»

I

/
1

1

The man also held King Oliver's trumpet? tiie man put it in + . I-

/

his safe and wouldn't let him have it at all. Kin<g Oliver liad to borrow
t

an old trumpet. Upon returning to New York^ Oliver sent for the

trumpet. Oliver had a lot of money at. one time? Oliver lost a/lot .
J

\.

of money during the crash, [banks ?]
*

Oliver organizted another band, and Fred went back with the I
iT t

\
ri
+

second band. Because so many of the members in the first.band have s ^

\

1\

passed away,; Fred can't remember ail of them, Oliver's band made on6
I

recording when they got back to New York,/but that was all. Olivet*'s
.,

/

/
^

band tried to do some outside dates, for instance. Reading, Penn,, but
<

i.i

the band started falling to pieces. Joe got a band together a third T
»

time; he went by himself and got a little band from down around a place 1

1

called Greenvtlle, South Carolina. Joe was using seven men* Joe tried \
\i.

»

to make it down there, but couldn't. Joe took sick around 1936 or 1937
^

[Compare biography] on this last tour, and the band was stranded down 't

there* They owed the hotel man about-- Joe's band down there sounded /1

^

pretty good, a/seven piece band. Joe's nerves got had. Bind his Iip got t

terrible; *Toe couldn't play anything [even wlien trying?]* Danny Barker »

?>
J

says that Joe was sick and not eating regularly, no money. Fre'd said +
t 1.

when they went down [no one was eating ?] ; but wt-ien Joe did eat, Jbe i

f

s .^ f -
fc.

might order two chickens, a loaf of light [white] bread, a quart of
I,

milk, a pot of coffee and a whole pie. Danny Bark.er joins in to Gonfiii'm t

*i
i

t

Joe's appetite; Joe could eat a dozen eggs, Freddie says Joe could 6at
(

two or.three pounds of cheese, three or four steaks, The cost of tneals '.f

would be about $1..;55 or $1.50 for Fred and the others? Joe's ^ould be .»

around $3*00 to $4^00» Jo6 ate a light breakfast; half a doaeh eggs»
t.

a pound of bacon^ and a bucket of biscuits. Danny Barker added, no one
*

<1
i-

would dare put just four or five biscuits on a pl^tiSo Fr-eddie adds,
t

^

J J »

» I<. .t^ ^

^\ j ' * '. v B/t
t
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i

»

-T

Joe had to Iiave the whole pan^ 12 to 15 biscuits, and Joe would eat 1 ; .i <
Jf
*

I ?J
*

two pans. Joe didn't eat much when they got through work. They Wete
1.

A

doing concerts, and they finished around 11 to 12 at niglit*
.*.\

1;

Danny Barker asks Freddie what Joe's attitude was while eating 1

/

all that food. Fred says Joe 6nly smiled; Fred made him lauglio Joe .
r ,T

* L .<t Jt

called Fred "SkunKiefoot" or *'Skunklefoot" because Fred's foot when <

(*

s_
*f
*

drumming per spired so rnucli that the black dy6 from the black socks, f.^

.»
*

which Fred wore with dark clothes, would get out in the feet and made. f
it4.'

** /

them sore all the time. Sometimes Fred's foot would be so sore that T
r

'»

he had to take his shoe off and leave it bareo Fred still has trouble <
1

1,rf

f

on the right side of the right foot. A shoe too tight or too loose was f

J
f.t .:\

no good. I 1

f

About Joe's eatifig; the cook would sayt "Is that man goin' >

/ f >It
^

^to eat up all that bread * what about the rest of fhe fellows." Jo6 f-

« . ?

t

would slip bac)< to the kitchen to tell the cooksi don't give ,-fche boyg
4

i-

f .I<

t * ^>

too muchf save Joe someo Joe wanted two pans* SometitneS tliey had J

r
n

T

»

light [white] bread? sometimes cornbread, crackling cornbread. J661 <
1^ < D

I

could eat about seven or eight pork chops. . Joe could eat a whole slab-"- (.'

1
fv

a slab and a half, a whole side, of b^irbequeo Joe didn't go in to6 if
*

»
f . .....?

).muc'h for sweets* WhenLToe did 6At sweets; t'le would eat A couple o£ pieg. . .. ^
'tt

t 1
I

*
1

Mr» Alien asks Freddie if he knows Clyde Burnhart [3p7] [S6e .:".^
*

,v*

biography]* and immediately Freddie identifies Burnli^rt as the tt0rtibori6 .1
/T t *

t*

I-^

player whose name Freddie couldn't remember a few minutes earlier on the *
v s

tape» Mr. Alien says Burnhart's namte wae on a piece.of p^per which Mr^ /

f:
/ '^/

Alien liad noted from Hownbea^ Freddie saw Oliver list'iA Greenville, f ,1r'*.' ..f*. ..*Tt 1
%

I

South Carolina; Oliver went with a little band out of Savahnah,. Ga» T.

'.»..'1

»

\;^+

Oliver worked at night* When Oliver died,he was working at a fruit St^n4» ^
.'
J

1 L

ft

watching it for someone* Oliver wrote letters telling that he wa^ Working ft
.-'< I

<

f < t
f

at a fruit stand* *
*

. ;:J',

I* *
\\-^I /I \; 1

.^*
v-t

< ; t-ll** -*/ * / ^ <fr ^ » / < A-., .^f

^"^Ir;^^-..^y I'-I- *
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f J

Freddie ran into a little trouble on a tour going through
1

Duncan, Oklahoma, where they had a date to play for a big dance,
f

1500 white people, in a ballroom. A smart fellow^ whom.Freddie refers
(

*

to as a "cracker," and to whom Freddie used the Word [obscene] vrtiich *>

/

he Tiad learned from Herb Branch, a trumpet player in New York, who T
I /

*

t> *'

hung around the Rhythm Club all the time; Fred calls himself kiddin* .:-.i
; >

1
*

when he used tTie expression [obscene] in New York- (Danny Barker says
^ 3

f

Herb Branch was a great trumpet player at one time,- and Freddie adds /

f
I. +

^

1

that Herb still plays in band concerts now.) .V
^ t

.fc

-the fellow in fhe ball room in Duncan, Oklahoma, pulled a t
.;

* 1

blackjack on Freddie and started to knock him across the head* Joe
f

Oliver grabbed the fellow's wrist and said; "Don't do that, don*t, don*t f1

^

kill my drummer. That's ttie only drummer I've got here." The police 1
4- f

Jl

got there and grabbed the fellow, but by that time fifteen more fellows f]. f

^
f

came up and told Freddie that they were going to lynch Freddie when lie /. ^
.t*

finished the dance^ About two sets before the l^st set, Fred got
t*

1.

Ernest Meyers, the guitar player, wT-io could play enough d^utns to lio Id the
/J

tempo, to finish the two sets and take his drums down. In the meantime
/

tJ 1 *fl

Fred climbed down the fire escape and caUght^a freight trAin to Tul^LBt ...^
n

.*ithe band's next stop. In Tulsa, Fred didn't go to the hotel where the F
f

I ^

band had planned to stay f6r fear of being ^oundo He stayed with a
t

"landlady.." Three weeks later, Fred Went back to Duhcan, Oklahoma, wtth J

.I
//

: .. . ^
*

the band to play at th6 same ball room* Fred blacked his fade real datk ji
f
*.

.i/'

and had his hair longo Fred always limp6dt one le^ i^ Sho3*t6i* t'h&n th6. i
*

» <.

'^
^

other, but when they hit Duncaiy Fred straightened up< F*red got away-With I *

f

his disguise.
."...'?

t.

Carroll Dickerson, a violin player; was with King Oliver * a .?
*

t

' first band; he rehearsed the band, for the most parto FH
f-

*
f

J

:-^' ^\ -

t

.'..-.M
- k

t

4
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*

Danny Barker names Jelly Roll Norton's on.125th Street at a
.i
j

dancing school, upstairs. Freddie agrees as Danny Barker names the

members! [Russell] Procope [alto sax], Ward Pinkett [tpt] ^ GeecTnio

Fields [tbn]. Tommy Benford [bjo] and Bill Benford tuba. The latter
»>

^

two were brother So

Alien asked Freddie if lie ever knew "Kid Puncli" Miller. Freddie
^.'

sayst "the trumpet player?" Freddie didn't know "Kid Punch" very well;

Freddie met "Kid Puncli" in New Orleans and in New York coming out of

Jimmy Ryan*So "Kid Punch" played a couple sets wi'th Wilbur [De Paris]

or Don Frye or somepne at the Jam sessions on Sunday, The musicians wete

hired by Jack Crystal [ck sp] for the Jam sessions., Freddie said that

Punch tried to imitate Louis [Armstrong] so much that the people didn't
1

like that* Punch's voice was some-bhlng like Louis's. Mr. Alien said I

that Punch has been sick down in New Orleans, but Punch is getting t

IL

better? Punch had gall stones. Freddie says [if Punch had his own littl6

band]? Punch was a good guy and could play and sing» but the people

didn*t like him because he imitated Louis, but Punch has probably b^eri

playing that way all his li£e» Mr. Alien adds that Punch is older than

Louis; Punch just turned 65 on May lOth^

Perhaps not the first time* but the second time Freddie met

Bunk [Johnson] was at a concert* Bob Maltz sent for Bunk in New OrleiaiiS

to come to do a concert at Town Hall, and Bunk was latfe getting in 'on
t

.I

the planeo When Sunk did get there Tie didn't T^ave a "horn, h6 was .^

t.

drunk, he missed tlie rehearsal. Someone else had to fill in for Bunk* .t.

^

End of Reel 111 .I

.f

*

t

^1

I <
**

f

J*^t ft. t .I ^--' .*? I-r <<


