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It It .iPresent: 0. 0. Mac Falrhurst/Richard B» Alien -! -t
1

/ ft
t,

i
*

>.

:-^

Interview is being held at 818 St. Psfer Street, New Orleans* \

»
I

»'

Records are played, and Punch Is asked to Identify players* First\

record: Tiny Parhamts "Blue Moon Blues," VI 2302 Punch concursUzlii< J t

c; ^rj . <.
* ,1*f, ^

I.

with RBA*s'suggest ton that first trumpet Is rio^Hobson [as per f
t

^
/ *

J ^\ .

previous untaped .Interview* See "X" Ip.]* Punch Is second trumpet*
4

t
r

.*

[OmerJ Simeon was not Ih that band* Alto was a real light boy named /

t

Charlie something* , Thinks Ml.ke McKendrlcH was on banJO* , Trombone
<

player may have been Al .Wynn, who played with them,a little white but- rin
/'

+ it* r*

*

may not have,recorded, pr may have been Louis Taylorts younger I.
r

^-

J
.1'brother, "Young" Taylor* Tuba was a guy ^ho'used to work at the > r
A

. i-
IT

-f
f

Union all the time, Bert<. RBA_ suggests Bert Cobb,' from St* Loul.s.,
' c?^7^>-'. ^^n^ ^ ^.' ,v^^j ^l^.

Punch, agre.s. ^ Bert Is Junle Cobb.s broth.r.^Con^r. King Oliver I

t r i
l.«I I-

Br 10" LP*] I

i
t

^

-/^ Other side: "Doin* the Jug Jug." Punch recognizes himself'/ -^: I
t

(seats to identify himself)- Trombone Is "a s.olld manilt. Punch
i

»

f

wishes .he knew who he Is. Catalog and Delaungyfs Hot Dtscography]
t

/ 1f-

-..^-don't give personnel. Punch doesn't believe Young Taylor was solid 1

\
»' *l

1*

enough to be the trombone player on this*. Patrhurst suggests tt
».

>

sounds like Al Wynn* 1'

dk
t.

,\ t

Tiny Parham and his Florty-I?lvei Jim Jackson*s Kansas City 1
n *

'/. *

1,1*
rf

^ J >
t- <

*

Blues," Paramount, Punch doesn ttren)ember what companies he recorded
A I; -^»

e t <^

forj he knows his blowing, . Pttnch belt eves this was made .by anothef .
»̂ F-
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* k'

f

band, before he got vflth the'm* Asks what year the record was made.o

Fairhurst thinks around 1926. That vi;as ^befo^e Punch got to Chicago;
1

<I

t n
-^

he went there In 1927* [Check dating charts.]

First record Tiny Parham ever made: ["A Little Bit Closer- «^'
»

f

Reverse of "Jim J&ckson*s Kansas-Clty BJlues}*
^.* .,

Fairhurst says he knows Punch Is on "Lucky 3-6-9". and "JungleT

t
1

Crawl." Thinks he Is on "Subway Sobs" and, "Blue Island Blues." L

.**
* *

Also "Fat Man Blues" and "Black Cat Moan*" Punch thinks.It sounds <

I

like Mike McKendrlck playing banjo on "A Little Bit Closer*" Hobson t

on trumpet. Same solld;trombone (Falrhur st says ). *

I-

"That. Kind of Love" and "Blue Melody Blues"} Victor 38047.

'"Blue Melody Blues" played first. Falr^iurst asks who played violin.

Punch says when he first went with Tiny Parham, fiddle South played *

^

vtolln. Hobson, Parhamts "steady man" is on trumpets. Punch can't

recall who Is on alto. Same solid man on trombone.. Falrhurst says
»

it sounds like Al Wynn t6 him. Punch says It might be, but it sounds
;

/

funny to him. Punch agrees with Falrhurst,that Reuben Reeves was not
t

from New Orleans [See J^z. Journal or Ja&2 Monthly for biography*].
f

t
^

Punch has been In Reuben Reeves'$ home [town?] when a s^iow played t.

^

+

that toTnrn, but he doesntt know where It was, *

^ ^

,J
t *f

"That Kind of Love": Punch says that*s,a good alto;man* Thinks F.
*

.s.
f

his name Is George, a real light, boy, ciari*t think of Ms l&st name* \ t'1'

t

[Could this be same as Charlie on H6lue Man Blues"?-KT^< Yes^-HBA], I

;-!
L
4
1I

/ s

*

I
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*
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1

* "7+
* t.r*

f

-f 4t s.fl

George played with Tiny a long time. In answer to Falrhurst*s \

s

ft
.» 1/

^
T

question. Punch says he's pretty sure'Jabbo Smith played wtth Tttiy* . I -,j

I*
f 1

"Mike McKendrlck could send you all: right; he'could p.lay tha't banjo<h''^
r*\

.*

f>
v

*

Punch asks If they have any' Rtchard (M. ] Jonssrecbrds,' HQ made' .<; t f-
f *1 t *, hr

1 * J!*
.,t.'t. .t,

records with him back ar6und 1929, close to 1930. k

<
<.^

.I I t

. Musical Stevedores, "H6neycomb Harmony,"'Columbia ^4tt06. Cibntposer^^
\1. >t I,1 ^

Is listed as WHl'Iams* .i- .^*r * .*

I. 11* *f:1 .I
T/ 1 i? I*

/ T^ *

Punch asks'if they brought "Black But Svreet, Oh God" [by BUly
J

c
>t I

and Mary Mack, OK, 819^] with them., _Falrliurst says.Ao*,,' ^.. I. .4
f

t+
I

^

Fal'rhurst asks Punch what wa s .the name of the.record,he made' I
*n

f
\'<.t .J .f+

<

.with Btg Bill [Broonzy]/ "She *s'a Trucklrig Mother'for'You,'Dpntt
J

\ ,f 1:*

*
I i

t * f I^

You Know," Punch says .he made others that-he can*t remember^, remembers 1.. J. t
/

».

t /y. */ * ILT # t
>»* fI

*that one because , It-'was so funny*. » f
It

» »
p .T I i. I"^», 4I

/ *rf f

* r*

Punch comments that t^eyhave no Jimmy, Wade records therei RfiA
*

f If ;^.*if Jh I*
1

' t
** ^

says they played thsm :for him once and made .notes; 1 Punch th'tnks he' s <.4* ':̂
f

/ * .t !.* ',1r wf
T r+ .f.w

recorded wtth Big Bill.about 1931 or 193S, Made a record wtth; f , <»

/ »*
1

J p 1 >

Tampa Red^ guitar, .trumpet, drums. .>'"^: f-r> I-I
1.

."{.*
-< 1.

t Ir
f f

Fatrhut-st asks If PtincTi.made records .with any other;;.femAlef blues':''.
i i.

^

* i*
JIt

..^-..^.,.^.,«,,.^,.,..^^,^sing

^z-^^-T-yQ
^

; !.

,..::::':::;':::li;s':;:^^s®a
f

...'. '^w^.f t
^

*.

March 30, 1938. v i4 » ll* n
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1 t

RDA asks Punch If he ever heard any of these titles: "Got to
t.

L

Get Ready Tonight"; "Let Me Be Your Wlnder"; "Unemployment Stomp";
i

^

"Why Did You Do That to Me"; "Louise, Louise"; <THattte .Blues"; ttMy\
1

Old Lizzie"; "Come Home Early"; "Advice Blues." Puftch has heard the I''
»LJ

/

names but doesnlt remember whether he made them or not. He made / <

9 * t r

four sides, two. records, first time he recorded with B1& BU1, Went/

t ^

back later and recorded more with him.

RBA asks'Punch If he remembers "Frlsky FootrT Jackson. 'Punch
^

knows [Frankie] "Half Pint" Jaxon, but doesntt remember "Frlsky Foot*'
I.

Jackson. "Good Time Mama" and "Max-woll Street Stomp" are mentioned by

RBA* 'Maxwell Street Stomp" sounds very familiar to Punch. Falrhurst
t+

says he made it with "Frlsky Foot" Jackson*
I

RBA names (TOrIglnal Stomp"; ."Shake Your SMmmy"; "I .Went to
**

Get It"; "Stomp'Em Down to the Bricks"; "My Mama's a Drlnkln* Woman"}
.'(
/

and."Gal lion Stomp." No reaction from Punch*
/ *

Punch remembers "Graveyard" Johftson* He made records, too» bUt 1

^ *

\

dtd more work by himself.
-,

Punch says he was another Albert Animons^ a piano player*

"Frlsky Foot" Jackson played a little alto, [In another untaped .t.

^.

^ *
.I

Interview he said Jackson was a drummer*] * tt
;

^

END OF REEL I 4.
I
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I

Present: 0. 0. "Mac" Falrhurst, .Richard *B. Alien v
f

f

I

»

Punch played there [where?] a good while For Joe McDonald*
^

.s

Punch worked with Sir Oliver Bibbs a long time, but did not
i

record* He worked vjlth him in Chicago at the Club Silhouette, at the .*. J

f

Garrick Bar, and In Springfield at a club. Sir Oliver Blbbs .had the +

band', played drums.
*

. .^

Punch went to Chicago In 1927, left In 1949. Played with JImmle
* /

Noone at Tippers Inn on Indiana Avenue* Didn't make any records with
I

f

him.

Every Sunday for a v/Mle PtlncTi worked In old man Dave Peytonts 1

band at the Regal Theatre. Jimmy Bertrand worked with him, too;
<

thatts the only way Punch worked with Jln-ny Bertrand. He didntt
.^

record with Bertrand. [Compare dlscographiss, ] ^(>
f

^

Punch worked with 1*Hal.f Pint" Jaxon at t'he Golden Ltly* "Half 1

Pint" sang with Franko and his Loulstanlans [same. as Francots Mosely], *

1

Didnlt stay with them long, got his own outfit,' Made some record ^

'.

with him, canft think of the name of It. Some kind of little blues

or something*'
1

RBft asks If he ever heard of these tltlest "You Got. to Wet It'* . ,'v
4-

^'
t,

»
/

.,

and "Down Home in Kentucky." Punch says he made "You Got to Wet It" ^

ri

' ,\

with Half Pint* That was with. Francois [Mo3ely]ts band, Charles -, t

*.

DuCastalng on guttar, Lawrence Brown,on tenor ('not the trombone
f.
1
I

I-

player of the same name), Fred Howard on alto, Robert C.rowdef on. r

'."
*/ ( fi

* f t
{4

.I;
;t.

1. -* .*' *

*i I
» »

* \ -t
';t L * t1 rf

^"^ r-* >i I"
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1

";^
f

t. /

tenor (both tenors played clarlnet, too), PuncVi on trumpet, Francots,
.^ *<.+

Bill HHHard on tuba, Freddy Reed on piano, Al Wynn ' on trombone,
\

Tedfdy]'Wilson took Freddy Reed's place with this band for a
t"

I

long time, but he dldntt work with them steady, and vfent to New York*
f 4

'>

Name of Ed BurUe is familiar to Punch, but cantt remember what »

he played, [See Frankle Franko's personnel In Jazz Directory.]

"Zlnky" Cohn worked vjlth them at the Golden Lily some* They
f

^ere there five years; a lot of men came and went. "Zlnky" played
.t

piano. He was vice president of the Union for a while*- RBA says he
t

played a lot like Earl-Htnes. Punch thinks of another piano playef,

but can*t remember his name.
1
1,^ 1 *»

/-Itf

Punch says they were always having to get piano players; Freddy * <.

Reed.was a sissy boy and was always getting Into trouble* I' r
.f

f

^

Punch wasn't sure whetlier "Half PJnt" Vfas a sissy boy or not,
*

f ^

but he sure acted like It* *

^/

"Isabells" Is Punches numbsr. He recorded It, but d6esnti
.'

knov/ with whom. Sings ,a line or two. Remember^ that he sang t

t

"Isabelle." Doesn't remember "I Won't G-lve You None*" [See \
ft

discographles.] .i

\

Punch never recorded with Jimmy Bl^ithe. .Didn't record with

Darnell'Howard, but played In band with him* [See^dlscographles*] t

»1

Punch and Darnell both played with Earl Hlnes. *

*

v̂f

Jimmy Blythe played with Dave Peyton at the Regal Theatre every
.I

^* \. T " t,
*w

s f

.i+

i {,
*.

/ I f <
I

. --^w^ '{I. J.t * -*rf/ 1. -* ^t
\
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?

»h^

<

t

Sunday. [Says this about Jimmy Bertrand, see page ^,. above.]

Punch worked with Hughle Swin four years. In ^South CMcago. It f-

.^tm»l,//^/1I^ ^\^.'^1! '^f rt '^^1
\

^a^Mg^band^ Hu^h^ played first trumpet; Jimmy Cobb^ playedwa
t',

sedond trumpet; Punch played third trumpet* He did all the "getting
off."

R5A mentions "Parkway Stomp," (tShets Crying for Me,(t and "Cry! "g
t

My Blues Away.n Falrburst mentions "Down , by tlie Levee." [Punch
rf I

cut these with Al Wyhn. Check dtscographles.]
J.

/
T

Personnel In Wynn's band: Punch says book has it mixed up.

Punch says they had "Snags" [Clifford Jones], drums; Punch, trumpet; ^

\
I

Al Wynn, trombone; George, the same Hght boy whose last name Punch J*/.

i

1
^.

can't remembsr, on alto; Bill HlUlard, ttibai different fellows on +

ptano--"See If he had Clarence Brown on piano" [In the book],
*

k

^

Punch knows Charlie "Papa Charlie" Jackson, guitar player, a. r

f

light boy, but didn't maks records with h.l [In untaped Interviewm.

sftld that Jackson Is on Wynn records,] Did not record with tester ^f

>

Boons or Douglas Williams* Knows Alex Hill} played with him a

while; he dldn1t stay in Chicago long, though. Knew tester Boone, /

didn*t play wltli him. Punch says Lester Boone played tenor, mostly.
f

RBA thought he played alto. Mac says he played tenor, alto, baritone,
*

clarlnetj anything.
f

Punch knew Thomas Taylor, drummer from here, dead n Thomasow.

Taylor didn't play much In Chicago. He played occasionally with
:"y

* *
<

-4

/
1

**

* *.-t *. I**. ^ 1'-
* ?..

."). ^,,..^» t^." r / . J .» ^
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t

/

* 1 *
f

*
I

Buddy Petit her^. Tried, but wasn1t the fellow to make the grade.
1 f

Punch knew Johnriy Dodds In Chicago. Rehearsed for a week to
t-

'\ 1
/-

»

make records, but Punch can1t remember whether they ever made the
,'1

records or not< The group th&t was rehearsing tricluded Punchy Dodds^ <
. J,

^ s

t

:'sRobert Crowder on tenor. They vfere rehearsing "some of these New t
>

*.

Orleans tunes," "That*s a Plenty," "Panama Rag,^ "High Society," * *

.,

"Maple Leaf," and "That thing Louis raised so much with"* * . *

+^

(seats), I*e., Muskrat Ramble.ft IT

Punch made two records with Jelly Roll [Morton], "Doctor Ja^z"*

h
\

and the other side In Chicago, Mac says "Dofctor Jaea" Is cross" h

coupled with the Dl^leland Jug Blowers on the other side* The f
*

*

"Doctor Jazz" with Punch'is probably'untssued. Punch knows he mad^ ".''.
s

\ <JI
I:t.?\t

two stdes. [.Edwin] "King" Swayzee v/as ort trumpet with PunChi 'Punch * I r
I

*. d.
ll* ¥

1fJ- i. <1'.*
/ 1

made a circuit, a two-year tour with Jelly Roll Moftoh* r Can*t .remember *

t-."1
,'1 » I-> 1.

.*
^ /

>'.'

who was In 'band except Swayzee. Punch never did keep In mind who he/ /
^ T T

J- ^ .r^
* *
+,

r *

played with< 1 I
< ^

^
:v

'-' K
f 1

RBA calls off some Douglas Williams tunest "Darktown Jubilee»ff <
fff

>1+

.1
-1

f

"Beale Street Sheik," "Clarinet Jlggles,tt ^Memphis Gal," ftSister . I

*-t

k

E^lla," "Three 0*Clock/T "Lotilslana Hop." They dontt tnean ahythlng <. *
f, /

<
.I

I *1f»

tto Punch* Punch told them Tie recorded with Douglas Williams* Mac (,

A;^
t

''h^says he*s supposed to be on three sides. . But Punch just doesn*! .;-1
ĴJ. < +1

^*
I

remember. ;.'
\ .r

*'
.it.\ It- f

»t
I J

f
r:

d',<* i

1.: f t

.'.- -^ ^.
I" » J

l^^^-ŷ11
. .t.

v /. ;'.i'rlB'T*
>. '» .'.f~ ir *- .\

/ />. * »j!fJ

t>. \* >, »
t *... 'f <'. 1 .*;

4 -I*
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»

f

f~ft-k Sj. / 1

\^^_^^^^ r^^"'
Punch and Cliff "Snags" [Jones] made'something , In a ^wswswK'k-f-^ ^^^./>1/^\

on a Paramount label, but Punch dldntt l^now what the number was.until <*

^ *

Bill Russell told Mm, when Russell played the LP for him.I

r

Never worked with Albert Glenny* *

t

^

Harrtson Brazley, troiibone player, played with P^nch here 4.'
.f

i

f.
k

^before Punch ever left. Harrlson Brazleyw&s before Eddte Mo'rrts. 's
,.t

* iTt ^

1

He was with Punch when Punch first left Jack Carey, but "the boys went » .
^

* .

for Eddie Morrls""so they too^ him In.''. t
.f

The Bronze Manlhlns were the show Punch was with-so long* .Left.
y-i.-'-..
^

here with them In 1927. They went down In Florida, Texas, "every damn ^ + '.
-,

/i

<
* * *

tt
way, When they got to Chicago, Punchsmet Al Wynn "and all th cmft lit*

» I
*

t
f

1

at the Dreamland. Punch w6nt. In and blew:^ few numbers with th^m*
kl

i 1

Tiny Parham had the band, asked Punch If he could make It with hi m.
.t!» ^ .1I -

r

The Bronze Manikins were appearing at the Monogram Theatre linUl IL
..I

f
I /

* t -

11 p.m.; Punch played with them, then Joined Tiny &t lli30 f*or the . . v *
i

^

-n;'
1''

rest of the night. Did this for a good Vfhlle, .unt}l Billy Mack and t
*

I
t.

I %

them closed the show. Punch agrees show was on the.road for a coupte f- t
;

.^s c
-' ''<of years. Punch thought at the time the job with the show was'.a good . >t

.If

. ^
s<

one for him, but later, after he found out more, decided It wasnrt*I*
t.

J 1

.-T
*

1

Punch was making about $4^ a week plu3 expenses, except for food .'' ?; 1.

*

" '^** ^

[actually sounds as if sleeping accommodations were only thing It
ft- s..>.' f ,i;

t
tI

;Y..^provided]. Playing with Parham In Chicago, he was tnaklng $90 a week, ^
r 1

f
\ >*.I ^"

paid own expenses* Most Punch ever made,,playing his horn, was 9
AL

.7
1

'.y'i*

^../
*t

t1 * ^
a ,*

'.I>+ A 1 !>

/
» .-. I' t

'I * uv <*
^

^^1 /*I - +\1 AI 1t 1 + ^ *< ^. ^. ^ ^1<. *-^*- < +

^ . . ,,.«l|)tt*'iF '^1>.''1;''U^>"^T' .-?-5t ^-
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n

1
4.

.\

$110 a ^eek, with Sir Oliver Bibbs at the Club Rio, In Springfield,
Illinois. Had to pay own expenses, but they.didn'b have to pay

*
\ ^

Social Security then, or Income tax. Played fr 9 to 1,' six nightsom
1

a week. . Sidney Bechet played that same place a long tl Punchme. . I
t

f \
/

1I
*

and them^took his place. Punch never played with Sidney Bechet/but
*

f

I

knew him from a kid. Never played with kid Ory, but has known hi m

all his life. Played v/ith Mutt Carey* Back In 192^, before he left
*

1

Nev7 Orleans, played with Charlie Love. They left here and went to

Johnson.Park, Chattanooga, Tennessee, for'white folk s. They wei^e
<.

there a long time*

/

Punch's wife was the cause of his leavl ng town. She left the house,

moved In with her sister, sister didn't like -Punch, so punch 1 eft »

4

and went to Texas. From Texas he got on 'Billy Mackts show..
f k

*

In Texas, Punch played with Frank* Savls, -In Houston. Davl .d

s

was a drummer. Punch doesn*t remember "Btg Boyn Goodle, a clarirtet,
f- *

trumpet, and tenor player, Chester Boone played trumpet with
T

Punch in Texas. He was from there. Frank Glbbs, crippled, trombon e
^

player, placed i^lth the band In Texas. One of his ,leas gs was shorter/
/

<.
<

1

than the other. He-tried to dance with a woman one ntgTit at Emanclpatl 4

on <

.k
t

Park. 'She didn't realize he was crippled,.asked hi m what he was
\

/

t

?

doing, "playing up-and-down"7 Frank Glbbs dldntf make any record I3 .V
r

-f

as far as Punch knows. This must havs been about 192j?. Came back <

.t

* T
f

here In 1926. Joined Billy Mack and them.here In 1926,- got .t6 Chi ca^o - F^
»

"*T
*

f
^

>
^.\
I
I

^ t.
d^

tI < -»'I t
^t IT f- n 1:- ..».ff > H" ». *
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^

I

.s.

in 1927. Billy and Mary Mack had the Bronze Manikins, Punch left
»

Charlie Love and Adolph DuConge and all them in Chattanooga* Soms
^

\

boys frofn New Orleans uers In the band. '"["I know me and Love was In
*, t.

*

.the bandlr ?] DuConge played piano. His brother, Pete DuConge, went *

to Europe and never came back. RBA thinks Pete is back In this country.
*

'^^) . , Punch played on a sh ow with Ma Ralney. Never made records with
\

her.
I

/

^

Never worked with Bessle Smith*
* /

<

Punch slept .and ate at Ma Rainey's house In Columbus, Georgia* *

.f

t

She had a great big house, brothers and sisters. Punch doesn^t
^

4

tliink she has any relatives in New Orleans. J

t1

fI t

Punch played with Ersklne Tate ever^ Sunday at the Vendome after ,
/

f T 1

t\

^

Louis Armstrong went to New York. Louis recommended hi m, so they .took *

t s 1
*

him in thz band with them. When they opened up. the first number.they , .. '<, '.

were to play was "St. Louis Blues." Whert they got half-way through ^

^.f

the number, they told Punch to take his solo,, 'He had rehearsed it
*

with them. When he Jumped -up to take the solo, a big spotlight went ~\
I.

on right over hts head. "I Ju3t diicl<ed and blowed, ducked and. blowed»tf .r
«.

<.
t»

They told him to stand up, so he stood up and blowec^ nothing but a *

<1

» /

big old light. Everybody was laughing at him. , 'He dldn^t.knofw .any
,1
/

{
*

-^1.

.i

better. 4

*t ; It+/

AThe Golden Lily was "black and tan," for white and colored. "\''\
1

+

patrons. The Vendome Theatre was a colored theatre. .:\
.;'t

^ 1, .«
).

i*

1-*

<

I^ *.
f J>- I- *.t

«
^..., ,^t. k I.* t

* h- i4/ A! f .}. t 'f i'; I; i ~ ^<i ^ I <\ 1 Sl.t I
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,»I
f f *1

» t. t*
I -J ^

> - *.f- » i
f ,»

t

.'(

White.musicians cams around to hear them play. Harry.James came f

,"n
^

1 /

and stayed a whole night with them, got' In the band ^and played with f

^'^^ <

\ them, at the Golden Lily. Gene Krupa came in;and played with them. "<

t. /'\
.. I 1 1 /.

i .-.ii/

They used t6 have breakfast dances, .from 2 aim*. until'6,- A 'lot 6f.: I h
n
(

.f I- I .+'
t /

..';..;--^white men came and played with them then:': 'Harry James, Gene Krup^, ^*
' k

I . ;. *J >f* -t +

<

Loule Panlco,(Italian trumpet player, played with a ffiute^'p.layed ^\" ,^*
^

^.^*l 1
1 t -'t

t'

with Isham Jones), Clyde McCoy.-
>*

1 .*I F
I ..

t. .1'.f
f

I.

^
L LL|< <* ^

'Punch played with Ralph Sutton In CMfcago, went to Hartford, \ . -< ' ,
I » .^* 1

.
r

Connecticut, t^o or three towns tip there, with him* Made records f

\

t.I t.
f. I 't t

with him (starts scattln^ one)* They wfere originally on Centtify, .f <<r<

f ^
I.*

.I .tI . "I 1-I
/ . I

but are on Savoy Records noinr, trlth Pdnchl3 name on th^m., 1 f
I" *i

^.
J+ *- * /V _/

*J, <hT 4

Punc)i says he never tool< anything.in hts llf6, t^ev^r even Ik
z1* tv JI»^ fr J-» t** 1 ..* J
f

smoked a [mar.IJuana] cigarette. Had a, p.ocket ful 1 .o^'.them one
/ \

f »/s\.
* .:>".:<.

ifl. » .f L,1 > t,A f I ,L*k I? ; .^J

\'\.t

time,.forgot about them, then .th ought, .'th 6 law/nilgtit .catcih hi Qot..m »-^::'-.
/

\f1*, F» * » '.* * ^ ff .r.If* rT

. ^rid of them fast, gave them away* »/*
1.>. r u. 4 ./

*^ M* s f */ f
*I

Punch doesntt kriovj whether.Mlks McKendMck Is ,aHve ot.dg&d^ . .' 1f !..< »',
^

I-
.f I,''- *

"t .>.. t' 4
* +

1
1;' '. / rtf-

but he smoked them, never got .caught, would stand-tliighi\out on the r.

./
1 *.

t
*

4 ** f
fr<>

corner and smoke "some weed." [See Down 'Seat February or March^ 19.61^." .'^"?
1.

f » .r
plT t, .I1. I,

for obituary*] J.
*^ »

* iT> b*;, f .k» 5i^ » » /. ff I <.V: +.rll J ^ I»,
T f ^1 1 1 *

Punch tslls about a girl who playsd plaho with,them out at , . ^..^
+ .r's'-A 1 f F

.^{\-*

v.lHomewood. Her name was L&ura^ .had a brother wtio pl&ys bass . ^f
t . ». ^.-:

. ^^Q^Q^C^^/Y - -m\ *.
I

I

right now. s

-.'.i::mt ;.t <t. f, ^.,' . : .. .:1/ ^.k ^
r **'. - '

^..'

When Punch first came out .of th&'arrriy, hts first year. Jack. th t;ft ''.'\^+ I »t t rf ^>
»1 I t/ f,f

.j;^a
I

\ ^ *
t *

/1r *
.-»

\ f
*.

^ I
< I+ n i

^

.--;':-.^;-.^^^.<=.> ^.;^^?;^r^

.
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/.I

.D-i'^^_

Carey stole him from "Ouek" Ernest Johnson. He vras short and fat, t

.^

played bass violin. Waddled like a ducU.
^

Manuel Manfetta-"».f-

/

END OF REEL II
;

1"

/
<

-*

.^

.t

v

^

<

1

/

*t

.I
s,

*

. I'.<

).

^

.k

^ /

w

f

-^ I
ff

1

*''

1.
I

f
» r

<

.\ f
/

.>.+

/
-,k

*

..

f J
* f ^- '.1

<I
;,v

J /

-/
^
^

*'

-'m*
<-

;1 #
/
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*

Present: 0. 0, "Mac" Fatrhurst, Richard B. Alien
f-

I
»

.I
*

1. /

Record [Vo 1292, "River Blues"] Is playing. Punch says that must
jC(.' 1

be Fjuben [Reeves] * s brother on trombone» Qerald Reeves [Mac supplies«L
1

*

/

nartie] . »
-I

+I *

1

All of them In the country called Lonnle Johnfeon."Rooster." i
f

, +

* f

tt Roo-ster" and Punch .worked all up and down'Bayou Lafourche,. guitar *

<

t

and trumpet^-made their living at It when they were young kids. *
^

[See Reel I (August ?0, 19^9) and Reel I (September ?^, 19^9) for

more on this.] +

/

Punch says, "That '6 .Ruben/' as the trumpet "takes off" on record. /

-. / ^f.'v.fin)l? .;
t '!RBA says it must be William '^Fountain" Blue on clarlnet* ' RBA , .

1.
I

suggests that the personnel on "Rt^er Blues'\ Is a. ciontlngent out of
v

f i

the MIssouMans* .^

'/
»

*

In response to Ma,c13'iquestlon, Punsh says he and. Lonnle worked ^

+

*
t- ^

around Raceland/ forty miles from here. In Louisiana. They played t

t

1
t /

together about three years. Just .the two klds» Played old numbers f

»

like "Beautiful Doll1r and."Take Your Hands Away," lots of-blues. *

+
.^ *

;'1

Punch heard Blind Wtllle Dunn, doesn.'t know whether, he.. Is Ed
/\ <
J>

..' ..' <Lang. Just heard him on records, According,to Falrhurst, Lonnle »
.I

I
t

+

Jolinson rnade some records'with Bl Ihd Wl 1 lie Dunn, two .^tii tars. Johnny r

*+

^ f
1

WIggs says King Oliver Is on some of those:records, playing his old ^ J-

1

J ).
^

style that he played before he went north. Doesn't sound lt,ke Oltvgr ^^

4

* t
J K

-t

to Mac . Punch never mads records.with Lonnle, Lonnle le.ft here -.<
< f

t
I

.i
.fl.

^
t.

4.

way before Punch. ^\

.I
» ^

< ,-^
f

I ,fI.
I."'. ^.1

* / ^J - t1h -./* ")^ 1;/.

'^....^..'.'' \ 1
-/ .'.';^ <.' \.^ f

n Ri-ir;»
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»

When Punch was with the big show. Bronze Manlhins, ^fhen they "^f-

.:3f

T

played In Cleveland, Ohio, they hired Lonnle to do specialties with f

f

the guitar. He didn't play In the band, came out and did an act*.
\

y^-Qf

That*s where Punch first heard his song, "Tomorrow,,(t which he f

x 1
I , 1

/
J

recorded. [Check this*]
f-\

* t

f

Joe Howard used to be a trumpet player^ showed Punch a whot6 f
*

.^!

lot of stuff on trumpet before Punch left. here. Gave him a v/hole

p.l> <

lot of musical Ideas* He was a fine man.. Punch he ard he took up
t

\

f

bass or tuba later. RBA tells him Joe Is dead now.' t

1
I

Punch never worked..with old man Henry Allents brass band. Knew

Henry Alien- Knew [J. C.]. Hlgginbotham, but never played with him*
^,

Red Alien is named just Hke his daddy. Henry. Punch never played
f'.

with Red, but taught him a whole lot. ;Red looks old, but he*s young, ,»

*

younger than Punch. They were klddlrig him at the GarrlcU Bar In
t

Chicago one .time. Had two bands there. Punch was with Sir Oliver
J

Blbbs In one.and Red in the other, pro.bably Alien* s own. Red told the <h

s.\.-

boys to ask Punch how old he [Red] was.' Punch,told them "Red Alien ~.\

I

*

Isa young fe11ow» He come up way under mb,'* , They-were kidding
i

-1» * .
»

1 F

him because he looked like an old man* fairhurst tells of seeing'
f

t
A

f 1
1

Red and Higglnbotham tn Detroit* *
')1

t

Only time Punch dealt with Hlgglnbotham was when Punc^i was playing' T. 4

if

<1/ 1t J
h

In a night club In Kansas City, iytis3ourl* Hlgglnbotham was with t. f '; f
t'r

'<

t \

Duke Elllngton or Louis Armstrong or somebody, ^unch had the ''whol6
r

; F
t

r
If

t t It
*k

^s
1

+f
f

*. t -11-
t,

i .f h ^*'

f.-fi'l1-fi^"» *. ' .' ' '"".. **'iift:iii * v d



L^- .h Jtt: ^t *

PUNCH MILLER 16 ^
*

1'

Reel III"Sum"iray-"Retyped r
t *

September 1, 199? -A/

L<r- -t ;,'
:'1.

.f^ 1

» Mr

show band for the Bronze Maniktns- All the bands cams In, Louis
-. (.

Armstronq and all of them. HIgg Inbotham sat In and "blov/ed like the I

>
It ^fdevil with us,

1
*I .

h

Punch knew Luis Russell, the piano player, and played with Mm, t
1^

's'
D>'.

f
t

but never made any records with him. Punch wasn't In Russellfs b&rid^ <:. "'
tv /

f-
.t

/

but sat In with him. -<

*

In 1919, when Punch first got here, the brass bands played more ^
^

marches thsn. There were a very few men tn the fcands reading* The.

*

trumpet players for example, men like 'Joe Howard, had their music In *.-/»h/-^

\. i

front of then, reading, but most of the men were faking, using their
f
*

I^

- "T

brains. Punch has been reading now about twelve years* The old
.^

records he made were all -from the head. :Punch says he knew a whole
t -^

*

lot about, music, learned It from Joe Howard and Paul Rozler, Bllt IL .k1» \s
^

J

»
..)

he'd get In bands with fpUous Hks "Snags" Jones, playing by ear, ,-:^T

+»

T /

didn't think about readlnn music. The only bands he sat down and f

t ~>.f
'!i-i

read music with were Tiny Parham's, Jelly Roll. Morton*s, and Hugh ie T
IA

f

.'. \.;-.^f
^- * - I I"*;

t.

Swift13. "Them bands you had to.put something up in front of you," i-. ^
'. t r-k . f

t <.: 1-

Here In New Orleans Punch and Lauls. [Armstrong],worked together * - »

f- ' t -t
Jk1
**

on parades and things In the Silver Leaf Band, probably Frankte «r

.^ - /
»/"'I

/

Duson*s Band, Duspn wasn*t much of a reader, k'feuls wasn*t reading
/ f

ll
'\then; he learned his reading from his wtfe^ Lll Armstrong [s6e other 1.

^ .( *
^- r

*»

\.

Interviews]* Ltiuls was "an apt fellow*" If he missed d note, h6 ^
JL-

+,
* .t

1
.:. I? '-tt ^^

+ »/

would bust out laughing, say "Ylall watch me» I'm gonna get'it this t ^
.+.3 *

<(.
-*/ ^J^

I- a

ttme» I was kidding you that time." He was a good actor, a good showfflAft..,^
..* *'",

^
/ ^\,

.-'.^
.-.^*f t

; .- " >*t- s *'-., \' r *vt .i .^.

i-.^-d^-A'^^^t* ^l-l.^t^ .- ^,,L\.,.,r»
t



s *

)

PUNCH MILLER 1^^

Reel 111-"Summary-Re typed >;

September 1, 199? <.

*

Punch sat In with [Bennle?] Moten when he was tn Kansas Ctty, I

but didn'ttplay with him steady. No response to Falrhurstts query: 1

^

on Andy Kirk* Knows McKInneyts Cotton Pickers, but never even satv
^

In'with them. Rehearsed with Noble SIssle several days, but a big t

s

humbug came up with hts band, two or three of the fellows got out of
^

the. ba^id. Noble called it off.

Punch knew Sidney DeParls* He knew ^harHe Johnson, but never fl

\

played with him: Played with WIlbur Departs, Sidney*s brother* He

was playing trombone with the Mary Mack Merry-Mahers. [ponfuslon
t

over name"-see other Punch Miller tapes. Mary Merrlmac was also

known as Mary Mack.] The only record they made was "Black But
\

Sweet, Oh God." Wllbur Departs Is on that* [Check rectord/. ]

Punch tells story about Wllbur, Punch.made some kind of break or rtin
*

on his trumpet; Wllbur went off and wrote It out tn music, came back *

+

and asked Punch If he could play It. Punch said, "Oh, man, you know
\

I can't play that." W^tlbur told him he had just made that on his " }
'*

.^^ "I

I

horn, *

1*

Had two or three piano players /with that &roup. Had the girl, K fip'-'S^
Laura [see Reel II, p. 12]. Had a fellow named Clarence Brownfle?]*

\
-A

Had a boy who died, from Atlanta, Georgia^ James something, he was a
*

t. /

dope fiend too, died. Jarties Hemingway* He was a good piano player. *
*

<.

.»
Punch dldn*t know Morris Rouse* [See dtscograph,lss on Mack .and Mack» ]

+

't

/
.^

<
* h* i.*

1 t 1,( r", f < r
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T

f

*

Punch worked at Tranchlnats with Steve Lewis In A. J. Plron*s f.
*

»

band. Punch played on the boat and from here to St. Louis with Fate i'

Marable* Every time he gets something like that h^*s In Louisa
1

place,'when Louis leaves, Puncih goes In, Pate only made one rec;6rd?
I 1

Ptincli lsntt on It* There was a great, big, brown^skln fellow with /

^
t

-+

pop eyes, played trumpet with Fate, stayed with^hlm, Louis played with .
» <t fI

him and Punch played with him, RBAsays, r(Thatts not Norman Mason."
¥

Punch says It might be. Mason used to play trumpet, now plays ciarlnet, F

Is out In St. Louis. Amos White and Sidney.Desvlghe are on the record, s
L

^

which was made In 1924. Punch was on the boat about 192l< >
*̂

The Silver Leaf Brass Band and the Tuxedo Brass Barid had some good'" '-:^
,t'I I T

muslclaners [l.e*^ readers], The bunch they call the Zulu Band was .I
rf

<

/ *wt T
?
II

y.

a hot brass band: Black Benny [Williams], Punch, Louis [Armstrong], .»'.-'
1

*

I .^
rt -'

Morris French (who played trombone ^Ith [Ktd] Renei), all them kind .":H
1 -

A.'̂
n

*

of fellows. Weren't reading, but would "come d own the street and k-'.-t
.V

*

n *f

tear the street tip .
*t

.t.
I\ ..II. "f

Black Benny Williams wasi1fa hell of a,bass drum player < I
. * * *

f *. *r
t

trap drummer, too."
<k ^

'1
< 1

Punch worked v^lth Chris Kelly in his Jazz band at the Bulls* 1
*

*

t

[Club]* Chris didn't have a brasq band when Punch was here, Punch. tr
^
*

.

J, 1 I-

had his own band, but on Tuesday night when his band wasn*t working, 1. 1
\- i

.-.-"',
r,i

1

he would play with Chrls> who had a steady'Job there* ./ +

1 f * f
;tr1 /

f A
t f

When Punch worked In the District, he was carrying l6^ cans of . *,

f
f

t'..,'<l
.1...

beer to women In the daytime arid playing blues iwlth a piano player t.
\ I1 I

* n
k

I

-!iI,

u
<\-

./ .^ 1 t''^ t-,f
1

< t ^ < -t.; * t ^
..";,^,-.;^ '.J^^.': l^f'^\ilI-
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J

every night [for a fellow called "toodlurt" ?J/ The piano player, J... i

t

[l.e., Wlllle Smith-See September.2^, 199?* Reel II] was slckl y
t

and died. They played at Liberty and Gravler streets.I. '\

*

Punch dldn*t know Jelly Roll [Morton] and Tohy Jackson here. rt
'/

t

,,kI

They were gone when he got here* King Oliver was gone^ Johnny Dodds +

t

J*
* <

was gone," Freddy Keppard was gone. He met them [all? sounds Hke
» , t '^

»

he dldh*t know Jackson] In Chicago. He worked with Freddy Kepp^rd
Ik

at the Dreamland, In Chtcago. Punch worked with Doc Cook/s band*
*

Punch thought It was Keppard*s band? Mac says It was Cook's band*
1.

11 I thought It was Freddy*s band^ 'I dldn<t know no dlffererice." ' I.

I

Freddy was a fine fellow. He could drink some liquor. Punch did a +

*

< t.
+

lot of drinking, too. When he first -got to Chicago he laid oft
*

liquor for oVer two years. f

/
1

t

In the early times In New Orleans, they dldn*t tise a piano with1.
-...

a band. They.used clarlnet, guitar or banjo, bass violin^ trumpet^ *

\
r

IT

and drum [no trombone!! No saxophonei!]. The whorehouses had .pianos
*

by themselves, not with a group* ^

<.f-

*

Clarence Todd played.piano In awhorehouse* So did his sister, r -

f-

1
<f

Camilla Todd. There was a piano player at Tom Anders on's, but he may
1. -

t

have had a small band In there, too. Jimmy Johns&n had a band, but .\

f

was a piano player* He was a dark, slender fellow ( may or rtay not
f

^

J

If

have been James P.. Johnson). Punchvgays there/were two Jimmy Johnsons
^

..**
s

f
* If.

.t

here> 1
/ >»

+ f

'^->i
t

t
t

**

4!^

1.:s,
\ J.' . I .?I »

*
1Ik A

itf /.f I1 *
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f

*

Buddy Petit, trumpet, "was a hell of a.man but he never made a
I

record. [Kid] Rena made records, but not until 1940, for [Heywood]It

^

Broun, and was "shot" compared to what he was earllftr, RBA says.\
s

4.

Punch doesn't remember "Birmingham" or "Black P^te," piano
t

players. They were supposed to have played the blues* f-

Lots of blues players around here* [Rosalind] Johnson, 1010 \

St. Peter Street, used to play ptano In a n'lght club.. Punch remembers *

^

getting her one night to play for tarry [Borenstetn].
/

k
4rfl

Mrs. Tom Anderson is supposed to be sttlt alive, here In the T

*

city tRBA]. Lulu White Is dead, I

ri
»

PUrich went to Memphis from Chicago with his five*-plece band., on ^

.^^. /w^-\ !\.f- > .<-
r . t

^an excursion. Fellow named.Robert Henry had e out fl c: /
.^- *I

He told the /
A I»

band they were going Into Memphis Into a dance hall. He thought they t

Jl

were going to ITdo good." Asked whether they wanted "to go In with 1.
1

{

<.
<l.r

the danc^' or go In on a salary. They all wanted salary, $12 a man for,
J-.t.

J

playing that night. Punch was drinking, didn't care, so he went In KV.

'.'I

with the man* They had a great big yard around the hall, charged .iI i "t

.k

*
./ +

$1 a head at the gate. The yard was packed and Jammed with over 700
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people, over 300 In the hall* Henry paid the men off,* Punch got over1. {

$^00 for one night. t
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used to be a Mg baseball park), for/ dances. Jack Carey would .pay the - . ;-*

band. Punch says Jack treated him right, was'kind of1 dumb himself
I/

and "couldn*t do nothing'but come clean." . Jack*3 Ifttle niece and
\ 4

f'"t

her brother would stand at the gate and coUect the money, $t or ^ix I ..
' >!''

/ < 1 t
> f

* * <1 *

bits apiece to come In. Jack would put that whole load of money on T
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t. .I

t. * T
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the bandstand, ask the band to help him count It* They Would count It 'f_
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* T ^
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out and take their parts, Sometimes they;w6uldget$l5apl6c6» Some** . '.*.
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times they could^ hear Punch at Rampart and Julia streets when he was . : t,-» >* 1

*
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playing here at Third dnd Willow* V
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t. T .'i'Punch tells about hts Illness* When he-^as'stlll -wlt^i the Brohfce ,'i.r
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rice pudding In Pensacola, thought that was what dlsagfeed with him*''
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Doator in Nashville told htm It was a gall stone, but Punch dldh*t '<
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.:..:1 '....^listen to him because he [the doctor] was tbo yourtg.. ' Punch was - ->
f

h *1
^T-

f 1 / -\ »..'.

afraid of the knife, dldn*t want to be operated on. . Finally hAd.to .;;.?:1

t
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:-:a:.^:!::^ihave the operation years later,

"You're not afraid to die, are you
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11 ^the truth, I am. The gall stone was under his liver* [ -
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* I,-Punch has high blood pressure, but'other than that feeis flhe -^A
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now. Is practicing every day* Two Sundays ago they had a parade up ' ,^Vy
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at Burdette and Adams streets; Punch heard the, boys playing.Inia
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.saloon, saw a trumpet laying on the table, ptcked^ttup.and blew .for
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about a half hour* The crowd real ly hollered; F6tit\ dtf^e^nt tun^St f I
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Felt a little dizzy afterwards. ^
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Punch Is diabetic, but he lias been taking care of that for
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years, has no trouble with It, 1 *
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