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made a clarinet part of it:; BR doesn’'t know what the original
piece was called, but the result was called "High Society"
[original was called "High Society", composed by Porter Steele,
arranged by Robert Recker, copyright 1201--in Robichaux Sheet
Music Collection (not filed or cataloged yet, June 9, 1966--PRC)].
Picou, George Baquet and Lorenzo Tio [Jr.] (the latter of a family
of clarinetists) were the ones who could play the clarinet part
Picou developed. Tio played with [A. J.] Piron; BR says Tio also
played with his brass band and orchestra, the [Original] Tuxedo:
BR explains that he took care of the Tuxedo orchestra, and that
[Oscar "Papa"] Celestin took care of the Tuxedo brass band: the
musicians were [much] the same in both organizations.

Talk of flutter tongue technique; BR says he thinks Jack
Carey, who could double and triple tongue, was first to use f{ytter
tongue. BR says Carey was about the same age as himself, He
says he and his contemporaries had no idea that a trombone could
be played as [facilely] as it is today.

BR explains to DD that the trombone part was fundamentally a
bass part, but that the trombone sometimes filled in open spots,
played harmony with another horn, or sometimes took the lead
fi.e., played the melody], although the cornet usually had the
lead. He says Louis Armstrong had a wonderful ear and was good
at playing harmeony parts. BR says "Maryland, My Maryland” was

a good piece for trombone lead [in the trio--PRC]. A clarlnetist
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Parish, was just a student band which didn't become good encugh

to take any professional jobs. BR's first [professional] job was
the Silver Leaf. The Silver Leaf Band didn't fake much; they were
good enough readers to play the music used then which wasn't

very hard. Sam Dutrey, Sr., brother of [trombonist] Honore Dutrey,
was clarinetist in the band. Another Dutrey brother, Peter, was

a barber, but also played violin; he was not a regular member of

any band.

End of Reel III
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BR remembers playing quadrillesLne time, on a special occasion,
for one of the colored clubs in New Orleans; he says quadrilles
were not part of the popular music of his time.

The Original Tuxedo Band got its name at the suggestion of
S8im Black, a leader of a Boy Scout troop in New Orleans; BR had
band headquarters at a pressing shop on Howard Avenue between
Dryades and Baronne; the pressing shop did a lot of work for the
Boy Scouts; Sim Black liked the BR band; he said the band should
dress in tuxedos, etc., and call themselves the Original Tuxedo
Band which they did. The band even played for the particular
Boy Scout troop in Kentwood when the troop was encamped there.
The band got much work through Sim Black and through their associa-
tion with the Boy Scout troop.

BR mentions trumpeter Louis Prima, who followed BR s band
around New Orleans when he was a youngster.

BR mentions some of the jobs his band played, including one
in a chair which could hold the entire band simultaneously, and
one in an airplane, for Gates Aerial Circus; the latter job was
on Friday, June 13, 1924, The band was the first to play music
in the 2ir. BR’s band played many other Jobs at many locations,
including a nine-month (approximately) stint at Tranchina's

Restaurant, after [A. J.] Piron's band had left [to go to New York].
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Henry Lambert was in the first band BR was in, the one ‘taught
by [Jim) Humphrey; Lambert originally played tuba, but he began
playing string bass in the band when BR began playing trombone;:
Lambert was from Jefferson Parish; BR says Lambert's son, who
doesn't play music, still lives around the same neighborhood. The
elder Lambert had played in Jefferson Parish for funerals and other
functions for which brass bands play with George Moret and others,
but when he began playing in a string [i.e., dance] band, he played
with BR; when BR left Jefferson to come to New Orleans, Lambert
formed his own string band. Lambert played with old-time brass
bands such as the Excelsior and the Onward.

Frank Welch, cornet, taught BR and the others [in Jefferson
Parish?]; he was also the first [chronologically] cornet player with
the Albert Batiste band, playing at the Washington Artillery Hall.
His son, Joe Welch, was a drummer, but BR thinks he has quit
playing. The elder Welch died years ago. Frank Welch played with
bands before he played with BR; he played with brass bands, too.
Frank Welch wanted to quit playing cornet, so he told BR and the
Silver Leaf Band to get [Oscar "Papa"] Celestin; that was BR’s
first contact with Celestin.

Manuel Perez, cornet, is mentioned. Manuel Manetta, once known
as a fine pianist, is mentioned.

Some of the members of the Silver Leaf Band, other than BR,
were Albert Batiste, leader and violin: George Sayles (father of

Emanuel Sayles), guitar and viola; Oscar Robinson, bass violin.








