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The people of that time weren't allowed to hear or play
"slnful songs"; BP says hymns were allowed, but not songs. RBA
says that today one hears songs XXX about love on the radio that
sound llke church music; BP adds that the muslc is "all of it
gumboed up together"; RBA mentlons Ray Charles as an example of
that kind of singer. HEE RBA mentions one of hils favorite singers,
"Blind Willie" Johnson, who used to beg on the streets of New
Orleans; he came to New Orleans in 1929 to make some records.

RBA thinks he was a Baptlst. RBA remembers hearing a blind singer
[Dave Ross] at the corner of Rampart and Canal [Streets] sing

one of Johnson's hymns; the singer knew Johnson; some friends of
RBA later recorded the singer RBA heard; the singer lived on
Calliope Street, and was from Napoleonville [Louilsiana, originally].
BP says she thinks it was lllegal to sing and beg on the streets

of Natchez. RBA [and Harry Oster] recorded a singer [Reverend
Pearly Brown] who sang on the streets of Macon, Georgla. [See

Folk Lyric 12" LP.]

BP talks about her childhood in Natchez; she had to help her
father with his labor, as there were no boys in the family; her
father sang as he worked; hls favorlte song was, "Jesus, the Only
Friend I Know" (which BP sings). BP says, "To my estimation 1t was
more touching 1n the songs them days than they are now. They
really would be touching."

BP talks about the singing 1n the churches of her youth; the
singers, who had no accompanying instruments in most cases, were

so good and sang sO movingly that white people would stand outside
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BP recorded for Rudi Blesh, with Baby Dodds and George Lewis.
BP knows George Lewis well, and knew his mother [Alice Zenc]. Lewis
and Babe [Phillips, BP's husband, now dead] played music together
a lot; Babe would hire Lewls; 1f he couldn't get Lewis [clarinet],
he hired [Willie] Pajaud [trumpet]; sometimes he hired John
Casimir, clarinet, leader of the Young Tuxedo Brass Band. {RBA
says Casimir has a funeral teo play for the Merry-Go-K&E Round
[Club], which 1s located at Eagle and Hickory [streets].)

BP recorded about five songs, including "I Couldn't Hear
Ncobeody Pray" and "Walk on the Water." [Cf. discographies.] Her
nephew, Harold Lewls, also sang on the reccordings; he can [alsec]
play anything [i.e., any instrument?].

Instruments played in churches now may include a horn, al-
though BP;s church used only organ and planc; BP says a trombone
1s used in a church at Liberty and First [streets], ¥E near
[Nelson] Joseph's Barbershop. BP says her husband played with [one
of the] Joseph brothers; [Willle] "Kaiser" Joseph, clarinet, was
killed [by an automobile] on a visit home to New Orleans; Leco
Songy, cousin of BP's husband, played banjo in the band with her
husband when the Joseph brother was in 1t; BP says the Joseph who
has the barbershop (RBA says that 1s Nelson Joseph) played with
her husband; RBA mentions that another brother, John Joseph, alsc
works at that barbershop, but he plays bass, so wouldn't have been

in the kand with BP's husband, alsc a bass player.
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Picnics. BP says that now clubs and churches hold fish fries

and other similar functions, but that in earlier times individuals

held them for thelr own henefit.

BP's malden name was Hardin.

The music at a fish fry [might] consist of only a guitar
player, who worked for about $2 plus viands, etc. Also pilanists
might play.

BP used to work for unaertakers, as a night maid; duties
consisted of making the coffee, serving the people Jat wakes, etc.].

End of Reel II
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she thinks Dude died before Foster, who lived at Eighth and
Rampart [streets]. RBA says Dude was working with Joe Avery [and
Wilbert Tillman's band] when he met him; BP says Dude worked with
her husband, too. BP mentions a trombonist from Carrollton
[section of New Orleans--"Bebé Ridgley?]; he was an old musicilan,
Jjust like [Oscar "Papa"] Celestin. BP mentlons Joe 0Qliver; she
says he worked as a butler at a house at Second and Magazilne
[streets] ; he had one bad eye, and was called "Big Ege" at one
time. The people for whom he [and BP?] worked were show people;
they were named [Coushon?]; they moved to California sometime
after XX¥ Oliver left New Orleans. One of theilr sons learned to
play music under Oliver’'s instruction.

BP knew Zeb [Leneries]:; she says some of his relatives live XX¥X
right across the street.

End of Reel III (and of Interview)



