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Henry Kimball playing with Fate Marable on the boat, which was in
later years, says NK. Henry studied with a Professor Nickerson;

WR says Manuel Manetta speaks of the Nickerson family of teachers,
and WR says Jelly Roll Morton studied with one of the Nickersons.
Henry got his start, on violin, in the band at Southern University,
which is now Xavier Prep (Magazine at Soniat) ; NK's mother also
attended Southern University. NK attended New Orleans University
(on St. Charles Avenue) ; WR says Bunk Johnson attended that school,
that George "Pops" Foster says he did, and that Manuel Manetta went
there for a short time. NK attended James Lewis School (elementary),
McDonough {(high), and later to New Orleans University.

Henry Kimball played with some of the old-time musicians [in
casual bands--PRC] before joining Robichaux, the first regularly
organized band he worked with. When NK was 8 or 9 years old, his
father took him to the Lyric Theater, where he was working with
Robichaux, who had the pit band there; Charlie McCurdy was on
clarinet, Vic Gaspard was on trombone, Walter Brundy played drums
and Andrew Kimball was playing trumpet. &Andrew Kimball was Henry
Kimball's brother, glthough NK didn't know it until he himself had
begun playing music; he met Andrew and [his wife?], Mrs. Margaret
Kimball, in Shreveport; trombonist Bill Matthews brought a message
to NK, saying that Andrew wanted to talk to NK. NK's grandfather

was alsc named Henry Kimball. Four Kimball brothers--Ed, Benny,
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Henry and James—--had a vocal quartet. One of NK's sisters took piano
for a while, in school, but didn't continue long; NK then tock up
piano, his first instrument, when he was seven or wight years old;
he didn't like the pianc, as his friends kidded him, calling him

a sissy. NK's first [sic. Compare above] instrument was banjo-like,
made by NK from a cigar box and a neck he mgde at school. He would
get strings from "Coochie" Martin, guitarist and friend of his father,
when Martin would break one. NK and his sisters sang together,

in what he called a "kitchen trio," which sang in the afternoons,
when the dishes were being washed. (Martin was the brother of
Henry Martin, drummer.) Henry Kimball was playing with the
(Maurice) Durand {(who has just died, in California)-(Willie [J.])
Humphrey Band at the time [he got the strings for NK from Coochie
Martin?] Johnny St. Cyr was also in the band; Coochie Martin was
not in that band. When NK was attending McDonogh 35 School, he
bought a ukelele; an upperclassman there was [Henry] "Red" Allen,
{Jr.], who played very well on the ukelele. NK learned how to play
a bit over the weekend he got the instrument. Henry Kimball was
playing on the steamer Capitol at the time (Henry had also played
on the steamer Sidney, which preceeded the Capitel, beginning

about 1918 or 1919); NK entered high school in 1922. (WR mentions

the recordings made by the [Fate Marable] band [in later years],
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trombone; Dewey Jackson, trumpet; Irving Randolph, second trumpet
(who worked with Louis Armstrong in Chicago, where WR knew him).
Floyd Campbell alsc sang:; WR says he made some recordings with
Charlie Creath; NK says Creath Joined the band later, replacing
Jackson, who left the band after being in New Orleans a short
time. Creath used his influence to have NK and Henry Kimball
replaced by "Red" Brown (NK had replaced him [?]) and Al Morgan,
respectively. [NK probably meant to say he was replaced by "Red”
Brown., See above.}

Before jolning the boat band, NK worked with Paul Moliere's
band, a family band. Moliere, now dead, as are most of the other
band members, played trumpet. The only probable living member of
that band is the younger Paul Moliere, a drummer; NK doesn't know
where he is. Ernest Moliere, clarinet, was a son of the elder
Paul Moliere: another Paul Moliere, and uncle of the elder Paul
Moliere [the leader of the band]}, played bass violin; NK played
banjo. Paul Moliere lived at about 1022 Dumaine Street then.

Joe Petit, an old man then, played slide or valve trombone with

the band, depending on his mood. (WR recorded Petit with "Wooden

Joe" Nicheolas's band, which included {Albert] Burbank.) Petit had only
one tooth (the eye tooth) when he played with Moliere's band.

Moliere wished NK luck in playing with the boat band; NK says

musicians of that time had a mania for playing on the boat:

Playing with a boat band led to more recognition, as Marable

always had good bands.
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After working on the hoat, NK joined Sidney Desvigne's
band, staying with him about three months (Desvigne was on the
boat in later years). Pops Foster, Walter Pichon, Louis Barbarin
and NK were the rhythm section of that band. Eddie Cherrie,
Adolph Alexander [Jr.] and Walter [Earl?] Pierson were the
saxophone section (NK thinks Pierson was a cousin of Eddie
Pierson, trombonist). During the time of this band, bands played
at the Bulls Club, at Eighth and Rampart [now Danneel]; there
were contests between bands every Tuesday night. After three
or four months with Desvigne, NK joined [Papa] Celestin's band, re-
maining with him eight or nine years. Some members of Celestin’s

band when NK joined; Ernest Kelly, trombone; Celestin, trumpet.

End of Reel I


















