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' 5 Bred e rd'v’J
Clark's teacher was Dave Perkins, who taught him trembone, Clark
now plays sousaphone; exclusively. Clark, as manager of the é;reka
anse Band, would 11ke to have baritone horn,‘alto horn and E flat
ﬂlarineb in the band, but cannot obtain playere fOr those instruments.,
GClark did not know Paul Barnes [Who sometimes playe E flat clarinet with
the Eureka] until he jeined the Pureka reoently. When Barnes Joined the
band, he KX played B flatb clarinet, but the sound did not.fit the band,
80 he bought an B flat clarinet, the sound of which 53 better for the
particular band, ': |
The young gnstrumentalists of todey play "that bop stuff," and are
not ineerested in brass band masics they play marches in school, but only
beceﬁee they ﬁave to; 1t 1is XE¥H difficult for a person to figure oub
what they-are playing, hecause of the ﬁtjle and thelﬁempoe. 'Seme organ-
iagbions hire bands of these younger mueioiane because they can pay them
almost as 1little as they want, hut the organizatione ﬁhich hire the Euraka

Capmeb-

do not hire the school bands at the same time. A me #er of o&r_xe hoge
ganizations told Clark that the school bandsAean*t»p&ag funeré?

1s. Before
the advent of the school bands, the Carnival parades used nothing but
ol@-time,ten-pieee pvofessional bande; when the parades became bigger and
the'echools‘set.up bands, the nien belonging to the different organizationa
prevalled upon the leaders of the orgeni;ations to use the #school bandsjy
whieﬁihad'as members the grandchildfeﬁ and children and ather young |
velaﬁions of these men. ° Clark remembers when there were only the parades‘i
of Momus, Proteus and Rex. At 12 noon or 1,P. M. on the Monday before
Mardi Gras Day, Rex had a parade, the’ prelude to his big parade the next
day. , The Monday parade became extinot during World Var T1I, when the
paredee of Hermes and Babylon came. into existence, World War II\bfought

many chaunges: for instance, the Young Men of Liberty had used music at
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all of thelr funerals, but with tbe Beginning of World'War IT they were

asked not to assemhie in erowds, and-the organization‘no longer has big

funerals, Sometimes, however, on the Momus parade, on Thursday night,

tharé will be a band called the Rellanée Band, compogoed of njne.old—tlme

misicians, Clark himself never played;in the biéhmardi Gras parades.{é&ﬁﬁgﬂi

Dave Perkins asd ilay in the big parades,” and also in ths orchestra

in the Roosevalt Hotei IXXBRXRER, In ﬁeéching, Perkins useq a method book,

wvipten by Otto Langey. Perkin%Finstructiona for hol@iqg the trémbone:

hold the slide between the firstgﬁingerﬁand the thumb and hold the bell’

section betwecen the first finger and tﬁé thumb; use the tips of the e /

fingers in holding the slide. From thé XXXNX first to fourth positions

use only the wrist for motion, nob the entire arm.. In blaciné the

mouthpiece on the 1llps: plﬁce 1/3 of the méuthpiece on the uﬁper 1lip, 2/3

on the lower 1lip. On hreathing: take gnough breath, through the conners

of the mouth, to play the notes voun intand playing. Perkins' main

instrﬁment was the bass; he uéedla;foub;valve bass in the key of E flat,

He played drums only to teach. His Stﬁdio, in his'house, wag on Sixth -

Streét between Dryades and Raronne, upﬁown side of.the street,.and about -

the .second house from Baronne going tpﬁard'Dryades; The gtudio was in a

‘1oft over the kitchen.,. There was nb p;i.éna in. it. He used oil lamps for

1light, He played with each studént, oﬁ the séme kiﬁd of Instrument he

was teaching. He was strict, and would not listen to an unprepared lesson,

Lessons were for one hour, and co'st $1; Perkins was friendly to everybne,'

He was almosﬁ white; "If you didn't know him, you'd take him for a white'

man," Perkins admired GClark's father,:AaPon Clark, and said that if Clark

bec'ame“ the 'musician_ fhat His fathar had bash Hetd be doing all right.,

Clark did not know his father; he only saw pictures of him, .
' Clark's first job was with a cbhcért band being set up by Pgitéhard

aﬁd'willia Wilson; Wilson was leading-the.Eureka'Brasg.Band at that time.

Clewlé wetit 5 Pepaids Strast ko ses Pritchard, telling him that Wilsén had
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sent him, but that he, himself, didn't think he was good enough,to play in
2 cohcert band., Pritchard wanted him, because he wanted to traln someone
his way. The rehearsals were held'in St, Katherine's Hall, behind St.
Katherine's Church, a® LaSalle Street and Tuhane Avenue, - Clark knew many
of,the fellows in the*band' Wilson' s.brother, who was & butler in the
Garden District at the time, was playing baritone. Clark did not do so
well the first rehearsal, but the other% encouraged him, and he went home
and practioed. The band rehearsed for about a year, .

; John L. Webb, from Hot Springs, Arkansas had an outfit called the
Woodmen of the Union. He would send instruments to various cities where
that organi;atlon operated, and bands would be organized. Webb wanted the
Pritchard band to go to Hot Springs to meet in competition with bands .
| from Wichita Falls, Dallas, Fort Worth, Hope, Arkanéas and other towns,
The band began having rehearsalq twice each week“ they rehearaed three
overtures: "Light Cavalry," Operatic Mingle," and "Ex Tempo," They per-
fected their playing of these pieces and went to Hot Springs, where they
won 'the competition with their playing of "Light Cavalry,"

The band had most all of the necessary inatruments:: baritone, alto,
clarinet, saxophons, trombone, ‘three basses.' But when they got back
home from Hot Springs, the members‘lost interest in the band; and then
the depression of 1929 came along.j The band numbered thlrty-five men;
‘the name of the band was the Tonlc‘Tpiad Band. Clark has a plcture of
the later Tonic Triad, not of the original group. In the {original?]
band were Alcide Landry, Willie Pajaud, Willie Wilsbn, trumpets; Oscar
Henry, Tom Steptoe, Red Clark, trombones, Johnny Wilson, William Ybor,l
{a Jamaican], baritone horns; Gill, alto horn; Andrew Stevens[spelling?],
.'Oscar Grammar, bass horns; Jones, clarinst; Albert Francils, snare drum
and Peter Rayfield, bass drum, The picture of the 1ater Tonic Triad Band
'that Clark showed to the interviewers was made during the year of the

"Oolored Fair." IEXKHKKHXEKE&E Standing at the extreme right of the
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picture 1s Professor Prlbchard.r Membera identifled were: Alcide Landry,
Willle PajJaud, Loomls Hamilton[George Hamilton's son], trumpets; Oscar
llenvy, Albert Warnev, Lloplis[son of the operator of Carr and Llopis
HMovrtuary. on Dumains Street], trombones; ‘Bell, haritons horn; Isidore
Barbarin, alto horn; Pbéfessmv Dalmas(spnlling? ], George llamilton, bass
hovnsj Fonterehbe[apalling?], clarinet; Alhert Francis, snare demm, and
Peter Hayfieid, bass drum: two Grigsby girls, saxophones, - The plcture
wos taken before World War II, sohallﬁﬁ time in theo Thirtles, at the
o}d race track in Jefferson Parish, The photographar was Paddlo, who
committed suiclde by jumping ofl the Huay P, Long Bridge; no one book
-over hislstud@o, 80 all his records are presumed losk, .

Clark never played in dance bands; and he never played string bass.
WBen,@lark vwas with the Tonle Triad Band, he dld noth play with any brass
band marching in the'sbreeta. After Lhe Tonle Trlad broke up, Clark
became a member df the Eureka Brass Band, in the year 1931 or 1932. He
took the place of trombonist Willtle Cornish, who had become'ill; the
other frombonist was Albart Warne?. Clérk went to one of the RBureka's
rehaarsals and sat In with them: when HK he went home that night, he was

walking with Bd Verret, the bass player, Willile Wilson, and Johnny Wilson--

END OF RHAL T
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‘As Clark was walking home from the Eureka Brass Band réhearsal with
members of that band, Ed Verret, the bassiplayev, told him that he should
come to future rehearsals; Clark took his ﬁdvice. Aftér a while, the
Toreka had a funeral to play--this turned out to be Clark's first funeral
job, and it was Cor the Young Hens! 1ymﬁian Club, which et then at;
Stixth and Robhertson Strests, where there 1% now A houqing pro ject, Willie
Wilson came to see Clark, who was living‘on Plum Street in Carrollton at
the time, one Fpiday, and asked him if he would play a funeral the
following Sundhy. Clark said if Willie-ﬁhought he could give sabtlsfaction,
he would play, Willie fhought he would ba satisfaotony. The music
turned out to e not so difficult, bub xﬁﬁ marching and playing at the
" same time was new to Clark, and he had to get used to 1t. Sometimes he
would find himself ahead [in the music or of the 1line?], but he got along
all Pighf. After thal job, the Tureka bégan to hire him now and then,
altbough he was nohk e regnlsr member of ﬁhe-band. "Finally they made him
a member of the band, when he had bheen 1ﬁ it about a year, Willie Wilson,
. the 1aaéer developed heart trouble; his doector, Dr, Devoe[speiling?],
Ville Plntte,_told him ho giﬁe up work, fo give.ﬁp plﬁyiﬁg his Instrument,
that he had a very bad hesrt. At reﬁearéal that night, Willie told the
boys what had happened. Evéryhddy had séme excuse for not taking charge of
the bhand in Willie s place. Clark vo1unteprnd to take the job if Wilson
) thought he could do it; he- took charge of getting Jobs for the band
golng to see dhout the interests of the band, and has been the manager.
ever since. ‘

WﬁKﬁXEIHKKXXHIKKEXKKKXKKﬁK

At that Eime, thg Eureka had two trumpet players, Mullin and Marcel,
besides Wilson: Clark got "Téboy"lRemy to replace Willie, After a Pou
jobs, T%boy and Clabk;went to talk to Willle; T?boy complained that the
other ﬁWO trumpet players cut in on him, "cut too quick" on him, Willié

told him that he was tﬁe lesder now, that he could do as he pleased. So,

]
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T-boy got Louls "Kid Shots" Madlson and;Percy Humphrey to replace Mullin

- and Marcel-«Pevecy uvsed Lo pineh-hil in ﬁhe-band Jyears before, hut now
Loy macde him a regular menber, When Shots dled, Eddie Kichardson came
in, fAvout this time, around 1551, €he s recorddd. 33

r\(fﬁﬁmfssii.] Eddie had a nervous hreakdowu shortly after jo¢ning the band,

and was replaced hy George "Kid Sheik" holar. When T-boy went to
Faljfornia around 1950, he got Willie Pa;aud a3 his replacement, Somebkimes
the band used Maurige Durand on trumpet' he had played in the Onward

'Brass Band with Manuel Perez, but has been @alifornia now for over ten |,
years, _

A man becames a member of the Eureka in this manner: the band will
Invite é prospactive member around, or hire him when they nesd someone,
and ask him if he wanbts to become a memﬁer; Ir he accepts, they take -
him; if'he doesn't, théy try to get sbmébody else, This is done by the
whole band, as a unil; every job la pas?ed on by the whole band., Clark
never signs a contract until the whole 5and has approved it; they have
KX¥% never ket turned him down. Some jobs are too hard for the Eureka
Band becauyse the members are getting on in age; for Instance, they won't
take a parade Tor the Jolly Bunch, beéaﬁse It wouid last for ten hours,
They used to play an eleﬁen-hour’job fop ﬁhe .Bleanore[spelling?] Club
on Carnival Day, but the weather is cool then. . In the month of July, it
is to§ hot to'pléy'a long job. "

The duties of the manager of the Fureka Band include keeping records
of ail jobs; he also "intercedes" for [gets] all jobs, VEVGPy Job. they
play is recorded in_ﬁhe ménager's record bhook; sometimes when someone comes
back to . hire the band, he will B¥X claim that he got tﬁem cheaper a couﬁle
of years before; Clafk will -show Lhe fecpﬁd book to him, and prove that
higs quote for the job 1s correct. When Clark first started playing funerals
each méﬂ got $2.50; the leader alﬁays gob a dollaf or 'so more, The

Eureka splits the leader money three ways, among Pajaud, the assistant
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leader, Percy Jumphrey, the leader and Clark, tChe manacer.

The assistant leader of the Eureka Band assumes the duties of the
leader if he is unable to be on a Job., The leader is in charge of the
whole band; no one dictates to him; he cﬁrries the music and decides
which tunes to piay. The manager 1s in éharge of bBusiness; the leader 1is
In charge of music and the Band on the 3ﬁreet. This has been the
system in the Rureka Band for the past tﬁelve BX. Fo fourteen years,

Ciark doesn't remember whéthar brass bands had managers when he was
a phild; he does remember that they had Ieaders. In those days men had
ﬁore time to look for jobs, because some;of them did nothing bub play
misie for a liwing; but now, most of the men in the Fureka have other
Jobhs to do-mfor‘instancé, Percy collects;for insurance, aﬁd he doésnft
have time bto go see ahout joBs for the bapd.

rClark gets 1s bouch with the men in ﬁhe band by teléphoné' they are
easy tolreach, as tﬁey are all settled menh, If one of them has to work,
Clark has to hustle to get somebody elqe.‘ On Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday

it is hard for Percy to get off work; those are his busiest days with his
insurance business, Around the first of each month 1s also hard, Son
[Robert Lewis]-works for a moving company; and hé can get off when he
wants to., Happy Goldston is retired; Albért Warner 1s retired; Osecsr
Henry is reﬁired Manuel Paul and Paul Barnes play music for thelr
11ving, they can get off. Red Clark works unti] L2 30 B, M. on his Jobs
his boss let's him off for jobs, and Clark makes up the time lost by
working longer before or gfter the job, Clark's job begins, usually, at
5 A, M, |

Clark especially admired the trombone playing of Viec Gaspard, who
died a year or so ago; he had a'wonderful tone. He also played baritone
'_horn in the Onward Brass- Band, with Isidore Barbarin and Manuel Perez,

He played.trombone in the Silver Leaf Orchestra--Willie Pa jaud played
in that orchestra, too. Others In the Siiver Leaf includeéd Oke Gaspard,
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bass violin, Clark does nobt remember thé name of the drummer or of the
clarinetist;
| Clark has a wooden box, 18" long by 10" wide, contalning nothing but
funeral marches, all on standard brass bénd carda. Many of them were
arranged by Louils Dumaine: "West Lawn," #The Last Mile of the Way,"
"God Be With.You," "The BeautifullBeyond," "Silence," "Lead.Me, Saviour,"
"On c‘alv"ary Hill," "Beautiful Isle,™" "Softly and Tenderly."  Number 190
‘1s a néw one the band hasn't played yet;;it was written by C, H..Collins,
and 1s dédicétgd to the memory of bandmééter Charles Dorian., The music
i3 identified by numbers;lthe old custom;was to cut off the nemes of the
pleces of music so that other bands coulﬁ not f{hd out what piece was
'being'pisyeﬁ, and the custom still holdééin the Eureka, "Golden Gate" is
an old number: the music sheets are so‘oﬁd that bhéy have to be handled
withICare.‘ The Tureka hasn't played it ‘n a long time, and Clark wants
to bring ib.ont again, perhaps at their ;ext funeral., Manuel Paul wrote
tha.baritone part [for. Lenor saxophone ] from_the cornet part., Number 12
13 go old that Clark doem not know what ﬁt is; it has "FM" on 1t, which
maéns "Funersl March." There are two sojo B flat cornet parts and one
first B flat cornet part; a bass horn p@rt, a baritohe horn part--no
ssxophone parts; alto saxophone plays' E flat clarinet parts and tandr
saxophone plays baritone horn parts——the?e-is one part for first andAsecond
trombones [two sheets]; one trombonist p1ays the top notes of the part and
the other‘plays the bottomunobes. Both PHEE aards,have the same thing on
them;'dlark vsed to trade parts with Albert Warner.

| Clark has another box of ma;ches.“clark sald, "Every time T run
across é part of years ago, it gives me the blues," "Trombonium," from
191u, is in the box., There is another march they haven't used yet., Some
of the pornet parts are marked'fifsﬁ‘cofnet, some second cornet, There
are nq.drﬁm barts;lyegré aco, fellows like Ernest Trepagnier and Peter

Rayfield could read, but drummers today don't read parts., Clark has

s\ 2 ; [ . =
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yot another box of marches--"Wake Up, 1t 23 "]1hh " "1182," "Under the
Double Fag]e," "Atbania,™ "373," "On the qqnare,' which is numberIIE,
dalted 1916, The dated on some are cutb off, blurred off or worn off,

The hand buys 1ts musie; wheﬁ Glaﬁk buys a march, each member con-
tributds his share, Years ago a march-rost *1 or $1.50; there are atill
“some avallalb for §1, bub they are for,"kid" bands, a good march, like
"On fheVSquare,“ will cost ﬂz 25, includlng tax and postage, "Funepal
dirged' cost the same. "Head" numbers cost studye=- the Bueeka doesn't XK
1ikeito play “heﬁd," but they have to d&Ait for people they work for; if
1t was left to the band, they wouldn't play anything by head, When
Clark’ first ioined the Eureka Band, théy carried-two bags of music for
each funerel; going to the funeral and the cemetary, Willie Wilson would
carry the funersl merches in one hag and Tom Alberi would carry the marches
in aﬁother bag;_cbming back they would:swap bags. The Bureka has gottgﬁ
123 aw#y from'playing only marches now;:the people want them to play the
fhings they hear on the [Orthophonic ]'

When Clark flrsh started n?aywng wlth the Eureka, the pepsonnel was:
'w11113 Wilaon, Tom ﬁlhert, Alnide Landry, trumpets; Albert Warner and
Clark, trombones; Johnny Wilson, baribone horn; Alphonse "Buddy" Johnson,
alto horn; Ed Verreh, bass horn; John Casimir, E flat clarinet; "Little

Jim," bass drum and Thomas "Crackers,"

snare drum--'"rackena' who lived
on Eighth and Saratoga Streels, was so0 called because he worked Tor the
National Biscult Company . '

These are some ol the societies aﬁd clubs for which the Eureka Band "
plays funerals: Young Men's Protective Benevolent Association{over the
rlver; ioung Men's OJympjan Benevolent Association, Senior Divislon(on
Fighth utreet)—-the Young hpn 8 Olympianq has two divisions, but the
| an&ka doeq nob play for the Juniop Dlvislon; ¥Ynung and True Friends
Behewolenk Aasoclation(fn Carrolllon gechtion),

‘ | E TND OF RTRL IT
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yot anolhor hox of marches--"Wake 1Ip," ﬂ T, " "182," "Under the
Novhle Fagle,”" "Albania,” "373," "On the Square," which is number 15,°
datad 1016. 'ﬂwe Aaled on some are cntfofr, blurrved off or worn off,

The hond bnys 1ts masic; whaﬁ flark buys a march, each memher con-
trihutds hig share. Years agn a march“cost 11 or ﬁl.SO; there are atill
some avallalie for 51, bub lhey are for "kid" hands; a good march, like
"On the Square," will cosl $2,25, Including tax and postage. ﬁFuneral
dfrged' cost the sama, "lead" numbers cost stndyey=-. the Euepeka doesn't XX
11ke. to play "héad," but ey have to do it for people they work for; if
I was left Lo Lhe bLand, they wouldn't play anything by head. When
Clark first Qoined the Eureka Bond, they carricd fwo baga of music for
each funeral; golng lto the Tuncral and the cemelary, Willie Wilson would
carry the funeral marches in one bag and Tom Alberl would cerry the marches
Tn another bag;_cémﬁng back they would swap bags. The Bureka has gotteﬂ
¥R aw@y from'plajing only marches now; the people want them to play tho
th‘ngs they ﬁeav on the [Orthophonic?].

ﬁhen Clark rirat atarted nlaying ﬁﬂth the Euréka, the personnel was:
ﬁjllie Wilsan, Tom Aiherb, Al~1de Landry, trumpets; Albert Warner and
Glark, trombones; Johvmy Wilson, baritons horn; Alphonse "Buddy" Johnson,
alto horn; B Verrel, bass horn; John Casimir, E flat clarinet; "Little

Jim," bass drum and Thomas "Crackers,"

snare drum--"Crackes," who 1lived
on Eighth and Saraldga Slreelis, was so called becauge he worked for the
Hatlonal Biscullb Sompeny.

These are some cf Lhe societles and clubs for which the EBureks Band -
plays funerals: Young Men's Protechive Beuevolent Association{over the
river; Young lMen'a Olymplan Benevolent Association, Senior Divislon(on
Efghthnﬁtfeet)-uthe fopng Fen's Olymplens has two divisions, but the
' Euboﬁa'doea not play for the Junion DIlvialon; ¥nung and True Frieunds
Rehavwolent Aazonlation(in Carrolllan aeclinon),
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Parades; fhey stgrted around nine in the morning and lasted until four or
five in the evening, but these are no more, because the sponsoring X
organizations no 1onger.exist. The:organiZations then were much larger
thaﬁ they are today. ‘ |

When Clark was in his middle téqns the 0dd Fellows used to have their
parades on XKEXX May 10; after the parade in the day, they hﬁd a big
picnie at the Fair Grounds, which would last all night long. A person
couldn't get throughmfPerdido Street the morning the parade ,was forming.,
Men with horses and wagons would have to go around by way of Rampart or
Saratoga Streets._ It was just like phe Carnival around there: there
' weren't enough bands available, either. lH!XHHlXRlXIKﬁHXIKHK#XKﬂKXﬁKEK
ENEXYKFY They used to have lodges allI over town, and even the lodges
at Donaldsonville and other towns nehrby would coms to New Orleans for the
big day. The 0dd Fellows of today 1s much smaller. The young fellows
"don't want to [step in?"[ here in New Orleans. The 0dd Fellows that the
Eureka plays for on the second Sunday in May, in Hahnville, are "going to
be something someday“ because they a lot of young men who balong and who
areé staying with ;hem year after year. The reason seems to be that the
: boyé are ralsed in-the country and they follow in thelr fatherst and
gpandfatheré* and uncles'! steps, so they stay in., The Jolly Bunch hers
in New Orleans are only "wild" [interested] for one day only ([that of their
annual parade], Clark thinks that there aren't twenty men financing the
Jolly Bunch_ﬁarade_now--they haie thb}r parade in July or August--the
otﬁers Jjust join in at parade time. A parade on Satﬁrday [preceding thi;
1nterv1ew],on Shrewsbury Road-[Jéfferson Parish] had a lot of young men
because a lot of young men belong there and a lot of country people move
in there. :

There aren't any organizdtions down below the Industrial Canal now,
but sometimes the organizations from other sections have occasion to go

'

down there, perhaps to 1ay a BEXE cornerstone. The Eureka went to a .
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church on St. Maurice Street to playiXi§ for a cornerstons laying;end the
0dd Fellows had their memorial‘servicc there in May.

Ths American Leglon probably handles the Mcmorisl Day service in
Chalmette National Cemetary on XKE May 30. The musicians' union B sends
the Eureka Band to ¥X¥ play for the ceremonies, and Clark does not really
know who i1s in charge. Years ago When they went down thcre they would
stay all day; there would be speeches, songs and food. Memorial Day used
to be called Grand Army Day--for the Grand Army of the Republic. Wheo
the old soldisrs were living the cclebration was on a large scale, but the
soldiers of World War I and Wbrld War II do not gather as the old ones did.

The EXEKE Eureka plays for the Masons. Years ago the Masons used
music at every funsral but in thc later years the men whd have come into
the Masons “thsy have kind of -abolished that." But it is in the Masons'
constitution that every ‘Mason is supposed to be buried with a "pband.of
music." According to the interviewers, Catholics are not supposed to bc
Masons, but there are some here in Nsw Orleans who belong. Clark has
never buried Catholics with music, but ho's been to Gatholic cemctﬁrics'
he is -4 Catholic himself, and he has been to the cemctﬁry to take the body,
with the band, but,the band did not go inside the cemetfry. The band -
would meet the funeral at the church. '

The Eureka plays mostly for the Baptists and sometimes for the
Methodists, but for hardly any other denomination. Ysars ago there was
a Spiritualist church on Melpomene Street'that had a parade every year,
and sll the members would come out barefootcd and walk in the hot sun.

They“wore white gowns and their leader was called "Mother Kate," 8She

- EIH died and the church isn't there anymorc. They didn't have funerals

’l
i

with ‘8 band. : o : 4
Clark has played a funeral for a woman occasionally. The‘high :
officials in the Eastern Star and the [ 7] have music at

'theif.funcrals. Clark has played many of these, in early and late years.
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. The music 1s the same for a woman.
Allen says that Percy Humphrey tells the story of how his brother .
Earl Humphrey and Buddy Petit would play a sample of music for the widow
at the wake; Clark says this is just a joke.
A funeral usually meets at an organization'a meeting place and is
Eil disbanded at the same place; they‘never neet at the home of the deceased,
except when the person who d;ea doesn't belong to any organization and .
friends get the monsy togéther to hire a band. Then fhey meet at some
‘ corner and go to the home, church or Wherever the body is. Sometimes
they meet the rest of the procession at the undertaker's parlor and take
them to the‘church., The distance between the funeral home and the church
is 6f no consideration as to where the band meets the ‘funeral; when the
body 1s at the church, it has been there all night, for the wake. In
Algiers they are nearly aIWays in the church.
The funerdfor Murray Henderson [a funeral director] had five bands
and that of Henry Allen, Sr. had four bands., Olark played for both of
thosé funerals; he had just started with the Eureka Band at that time.
The bass plaﬁer in the Eureka at that time, Joe ﬁoward had paralyzed his
1ip by playing high-note trumpet; he 5ecamo'a good bass pl&yer..

’-It has been about a year or so since Clark played a funeral with ‘more
than one band, the last one was when Johh Casimir [and the Young Tuxedo
Band ] had the other ‘band. - Papa Geleatin's funeral had two bands of fifteen
meﬁ each.” Clark played Buddy Petit's:funeral; it had only one band, Kid
Hoﬁard and Ernest Rogers "scrapped ﬁpia band" for that funeral and they
went to a church on Annette Street or Lapéyrousp; somewhere downtown.‘

Petit was taken ‘to msBaptist church, 'Wh;n there 1s moré‘than one bandj
they BX play alternate selections, the bands are separated 1n the parade.
If a man has belonged to two or more organizatious, each organization

may hire a band, but will hire only one each. The organization that is
is,charge of the body goes first in the procession.
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The Eureka plays only hymns in fast tempo when they are going to
picé up the body; when they have ‘plcked up the body they play funeral
marches, in slow, h/h time. In the cemetiry they play a slow number for
the march to the grave. Sometimes a particular number will be requested,
but not 6ften., "Nearer My God o Thee" is sometines requested; they
haven't played that for a long time, but they used to play 1t very often.
. Clark once went td'Carrollton to p1ay a funeral for the Young and True
Friends, The members made the comment, Weil Wet1l haar something differ
' today." Clark has always tried to play something different on his jobs,
Some bands play the same thing all the time. "What A Friend We Have In
Jnsus,i "Nearer My God To Thee," "Just A Closer Walk With Thee," Glark
doesn't play the latter anymore; he 1is "Letting it X rest. The Eureka
was the first band to Play that on the street; Louis Dumaine wrote the
arrangement for them° '
‘ Through the years Clark has played for over five hundred funerals.'
'Once he played one every day for a week; he once playﬁd “two 1n;pne day.
“He played twenty in 1959 up to November, 1In 1958 he‘ﬂlayed thirteen; in
1956 he played thirteen. John Gasimir BXXng plays a2 lot of funerals, foog
The George Williams Band doesh't play many funerals, Williams doesn't care
" much about playing them. _ .
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