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L Alien*. ] Now, wha-b is your full name? t <. I.

/ I '11

.^1>

f

[Casimiri] My name is John Frank Casimir. M
ft

.'.<
.rf

*T
*

[Aliens] John Frank Gasimir* And where were you born? ...»
.VI

:'/*

* ft .

[Casimin J I was born here in New Orleans} I was born December 1?, 1898* ' -*
'1* f

^

\ '(
+

#
I .-.,.'.*

/

[Alien: ] And what. street were you born on? J"
T

/ .<;*
r

*

[Casimir:] 737 Pine Street in New Orleans. 1.I' '+

I

[Aliens] Oh, yeah-I.know where that is . 1

I ^

[Casimin] Tha-fc*s right beside of Broadway.
t to.

1 h

[Alien:] Uh-huh* Were your family musical at all?

[Casimir:] Who? *

[Aliens} [Were] your family musical? ; 1

* »

[Gasimirs] All by'brothers and them play music-all. my people play* My daddy
^

used to play with the old Pickwick Band, you know.

[Aliens] ,What instrumeAt?
*

f

[Casimir;] Helophony-peck horn, melophone* '[Fa's name?]
/

[Alien; ] And did he play, in any of the dance orchestras, string bands or anything?
t

[Casimir:] My daddy?
/

[Alien:] Yes* ,
*I

tp_asAI^lt 3 ^°f Just xn the brass bands he used tc|play»4, r

<

[Alien:] Jus-b brass bands*
*^

[Casimirs] That's what he told us-used to play in the brass bands .

t

[Aliens'] Uh-huh, When did he die, or is he sUll alive*? 1

+

[Casimirt J My daddy died around 1931 f.
r

jf

[Alien:] Uh-huh* . And how old was he when he died? *

-+
I

[Casimirt J ^ifty-four years old. /
+ . f.-

.1

[Alien:] Uh-huh-fift-y-four. Was he an ear man or a reader or bo-bh? *

<
^

* f
.t[fiasimir! ] , No, he used to play in the band$ he w&s a player* *

I

/
[Alien*] Uh-huh» But he didn't-he didn't fake at all? {

.!
I.
i,

.11 {<.Tt r 1.*.

t -. -. I ..:<k
I .t* .*
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[Casimirt ] No, he used to read those 6/8 marches^ that's all* <.

/

*

[Alien:] Oh, yeah, I see* *
I

*
i

[Cdsimirt] 'Old Wil-old man Humphries [Jim Humphrey] used to teach the band*
*

^ [Alien:] Which Humphrey is that; is that Wil- /

t

[CasimirtJ Willie Humphrey*A grandpa 1* * t

1 T
^ .1

t

[Aliens] Uh-huh,
+

I. /,
1 t t

I* I

t t

(Gasimir:] I Bad to take lessons from their grandpa. '\'
/ / f

.

<*t.
4

/.'1
^

[Alien: 3 Oh, yeah^ you mentioned -that. Is that Jim Humphiey? 1
d-

f »
J ^

t
r

[CasimirsJ Old man Jim Humphrey* (Telephone rings)*
.t

*

[Alien:] If,you want lo stop it at anytime^ we can-if the phone rings or any-bhihg* -r

[Casimirt] [Unintelligible]
< 1J

. [Alien:J O.K* (Machine off).
^

[Casiniir: ] You ssy did my people plsy an instrtynetot?
J.

[Alien:] Uh-huh. -tt.I ^

f
.f

[Casimirt] Yeaho My brother placed. Bill Casimir [was] one of the best ienoir *

1

players they had, [He] used [to] work with Walter [FatsJ Pichon on the boat
1

4 /f

and quite naturally, he [was] out playing [in] -ths neighborhood every nigh-fc, sofae
.t

', I ^
.L »

lit-ble band. BU.1 Casimir [is] his nane-plays tenor Sax* \
^

A

;1<
/ *

,'f

[ Alien:J That*s [the oneJ up in Chicago now, isn't he? f
-f-t

/
/,

.:r^
T kJ

t

[Casimir:] Yeah, yeah. 'Sam [Cstsimir], he out in Chicago^ he plays guitar» He

used to play for Walter Pichon} boUi of them [played for PichonJ* ^
1

*

1

[Alien!] He recorded for Bill Russell^ 5am did-with Natty Dominique*3 band*
r-. I t/ 1

[CasimiriJ Huh? t

+

^
I I

[AU^! ] He recorded with Natiy Domini^ue*s band in Chicago, Bar Bill Ruasell. / \
t

^ .T
^

[Castmir: J Sam, the guitar player?? r
if

t-
.- *

'III
A

[ Aliens] Yeahn I guess they all. made a lot. of recordSy huh?' m1
> ».^11

t.k f /*
r .f'>:\-s^

[Casimiri] . Yeah. Mr. Russell know bo-fch of them* *.tr
-r..^f-

».» f
t

[Alien:] Yeah» \
'-.'.'J /

*.' r[*

. I
T * ^

. player Vhay had helrt" .' '.' s^^;|i|[Casim.r: J .Good guitar player. William* was -bhe best tenor
'.1 i,t

s
^T t 7
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[Alien:] Uh-huh* [I'veJ heard a lot of people -balk about him. -'.?,. I

.(
1

/ ' \
\ . *

[Casimirt] That's right. /

f

[Alien:3 Now, did any of your o-fcher brothers play? >
* J

»

t

[Casimir: ] Noe, the o-bher one don't. I aintt got no more I?] it
.

t,» f

^
* .J

[Alien:] [Any] sisters? *
/

* t

1.

.:f^

[Casimin] Us, us three, that's all-William and Sam,and ll and John?]», ';(>

1<;
^ s

':?f

[ Aliens] Uh-huh*. And vhai about your mother-did she play any music, too? / tt.

I !

[Casimirs J No, not my momma didntt - -f. .^
*
J

[Alien:] And uncles or,aunts or'anybody like that?
*

lCasimir:J No* My'cousin Tillman, he plays bass, '1/

r
t

[Alleni] Wilbert Tillhan is your cousin?
f4

[Casimirs]. Thai's my firs-b cousin:. we [are] bro-bher and sister's childi'en* 1>
/

^
. I

\

[Alien:] I didn't know that.
s

t

+

[C^sind.rt] Uh-huho He's ny .first cousin; .we [are] first cousins* .'.s
*

t*
* f

t

[ Allent J I.had no, idea* Well> let's see now-how long did you -take lesfion$ from t1»

t.

Jim Humphrey? + (.
1 f

*1.

r/

[Casimir:] Abou^ five years-about. five yearsa *. -i
3

I .J>

* t. ^[Alien:] You must have starbed young, I guess, .I ft
t

* r*

I »

[.Casimirt] . Oh, yeah, I smarted-when I was young- arounll 19, 1918. ^.t
/

^

[Alien:] Around 19l8?
J »*

.r

4- ,'i
I.

[Casim.i.r:] Yeah, around 19l8*
r

^
f f*

*

/
t f <

[Alien:] During.the war? 1</
s

.t
t *

f f*

'- h

(.Casimirs] Yeah* Well^ I started out paying -bvo bits a lesson. S-barted playing' r

' 
T̂
<"; -. f^t * u f if

f1 0in a brass band ov^r the river-old man Henry JCLlen. .-.>1

;-
t K* ^ ^-1.'r

< *a

[Alleht] .Uh-huh .fn
>

« t^^ * T -J < t
* Jt ^I <
d t.^1

r n;

[Casimir; ] Tha-b liUle clarinet I go-b, I got U in a pawn-he got it in. a pawn, '.-N< 1.
»f

1 *fc

shop for me for ^7"^0, and then I bough-b a mouthpiece to put in -fchere* *
t1 +

^

i:-^*^ ^t ^:t
- < f

[Aliens] What kind of clarine-b was this? ,'.^' ^:'st

.:^t' *i.

t <^ t

[Cafeimin] I-b had an E fla-b I go-b. .;' . -^ ^
*. *I

Ill * I.I

v > k, if ;v.+ ~^r t .'" i/ ^
t > *'i .t. .

<^-"
,x

< ^ W -ft *
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[Alien:] Uh-huh* You started on lessons on a E flat or a B flat? t

*

[Gasimir: ] I started on a B flat.

f

[Alien:] Uh-huh» t

^

[Casimir:] But he bought a little E flat a-b Cohen*s on Ranpari Street.\

f

[Alien:] Infhere? I
+'

+

[Casimir:] Been a long time* I f't.

[Alien;] you go-b started with Henry Alien then?
t

J-
*t
1

*

[Glastmir;] Yeah, that's right. When I started playing, after I tried Lto see]
-fi-

if I'd [could] walk, I couldn't make a n&t^ If 3E*d make a note, I couldn*t walk*
»

(Laughter) Watching the other fellas. Just anybody can't, ge-b ou-b ^here and play

no fuheralj got to learn how to play -fche-r- f

»

\/.

[Allent] Uh-huh» \

[Casimin] Plenty guys dohtt know .that; you got io learn how to play a funeral* /

*

[ Aliens] HoV long did you stay with old man'Alien?
1'

f\ .A

[Casumir: ] About four or five years. Then I 8 tart to playing with Henry )fRed'*
* 1 :\ '^

XA11en, his son-you know?
t

[Alien;] Uh-huh. f

*

[Casimir:] Me And him and Johnny had a li-btle fpur"piece band* He.-was in short
f

pants, "Red" Alien.
/ *

fit

[Alien:] Little four-piece band?
i

t
I

<

[Casimir: ]. Li-btle four-piece- house parties and things like that* Had Mitchell .'I
*

in the band, Go-b "Lutohie", Albert Jackson on -brombone* We got a liUle stx-piece f
^

band* We used to, get all -fchem jobs going down to Delacroix Island*
< *

F

' [Alien: ] Who's Mitchell?
1s.

*
11

[Gasimirs] We used to get plenty jobs. * .V,
^ .If .

I!
if \

[Allent J Who's Mi-fcchell? You'say you go-b Mitchell in the band? I <

.<

* *
k

[Gasimir!] Sanofer Mitchell, bass player; he died here* Alber-b Jackson on
t

trombone, Johnny Thomas on drums, and LeonSird Bocage playing -the banj6< We used
I

J

,J- \t 1
f .1't ^t t;L f-

fI fV!- ,k I +* .'^+
.
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r.

[io] get plenty work,
I

[ Alien; J Did you know-"bhe bass player named "Bassie", around here? "Bassie"
t.

Mitchell*
/ ^'

.»

tCasimir:] "Bassie"? t
1

[ Allent] I wondered if he was related to that, Mitchell you just mentioned, Sanofer?
I'

[Casimiri ] Had a fellow they call I*T. Mitchell kin io faijn* .Had his fingers all

like this* Got a [un^elli^ible] there* But he died-lived down on Bumaine S'treei/.
>

t
1

His cousin named Sanofer Mitchell used to play uUh us-dark fellow. He died. /

/

[ Aliens ] Probably the same family* And how long did you play in the ddnce band?
<

Remember what years t^hat was?
1-

ICasimirs ] Oh^ we kep-fc the dance .band about five or six years. And the Henry r
I *

Alien, they hiring him} they kept a-hiring hem* He got be-bter than'us, you see,

And then he got on the boat, and this fella hired him* "Sonny"--fchey called him

"Sonny" Alien, Hetiry "Red" Alien, they call hi^»

[Alien: ] Uh-huh» Who was. he on the boat with?
t

[Casimira: ] Huh?

[Alien:] Who was he on the boat wi-bh? Whose band?
/

^

[Casimirt J On the boat, Fate Marable^ Fate Marable, Fate Marable* He had "Sonny"
1

/

"Red" Alien. After he made one or two trips on the boat, tha-t's all*
*

[ Alien*, j He was gone, huh? t

<

[Castmrt J Gone, yeah*
1

[Alien; j Aid then who did you get on IjTumpe^I

[Casimirt] Oh, then I started to using a tall fellow called "Mut-fc" Carter* Used

to corns from Kenner} he ou-b in Wichita, Kansas now, A tail skinny fellow*
^

{Allem ] Well, back to your days before you played-who did you listen to before
»

f t -
1

f.

you started playing music? t

r-+

*

LCaftmmirt] Who I listened to? See^ I was -baking lessons from Professor Humphrey) .<
<

Ir.n

.r

rf
.»

.then I "second-ltned" wa-fchhing Johnny Dodds* ^

*; t
\

,t »
.t
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J

[Aliens] Uh-huh.

[Casimir:] [Dodds?] played with "Bid" Ory all day long-funerals and parades.
/

And Jack Garey-I [used to] sit and watch them-just va-bch the claririet player*
ff'

I liked clarinet^ I used -bo watch him* /\
1

I Alien; ] I wonder if he played E flat, or B fla-b? i
< <:

[Casjjnir: ] I play B -flat in tha orchestra and E flat on the parades* .f

[ Alien: ] No, no-I mean Johnny Dodds,
^

*

*

[GasimirsJ He played a B flat clarinet. /
/

[Alien;] In the street and everything, huh? J

<

l.Casimtn ] Yea, B flat; Johnny played A B flat. He aintt never hAd no E flat*
<

**

iHe played] B.flat*
^

i
t

[ Alien:] Who else did you see in the street? /

*1

1

tCasimirs ] Well, in the Onward Band, Joe Ws-bson a-id themj Joe Watson played t

clarinet in the old Tuxedo Band* I

I *
.

[Alien:] Yes.

[Gasimir:] He had an E flat in the Tuxedo Band and played a B flat in the orchestra. '* -

I used io follow him someMmes, but none of them blow no clarinet liko Johnny Dodds^ f.

.* ^-l' ';.^L, .c t

tha-b U^I-bonationAwas there* J
I

^IA .1

r

[Alien: ] Yes»
*

[Casiminri ] (Seats some music) That tonafcion, on, that tonatioh-yes, he had ii* 4
1

/

plenty guys (imit^-bes ^usical instrument), all -bhat-but that tonationl Like t 4.

I
J

play a funeral or a parade-[l] get -bhafc tonation out of tha-fc E tla-fc' clarinet. i .»

+
f
^

*+

That's the priftcipal thing about playing +

* t.

,*
r/ ^

»

[Alleni] And whAt about Johnny Dodds-did |?e have any special numbers, Johnny, '. *

* /
f » *^-

thai he fea-he was featured on the street? 1 t-\ *
f ^

*
I-

[Casimiri ] Yes, he'd feature any of them. JJ
f t

1
t

1'.»
r

[Aliens ] Any of -them? It didn't matter, huh? J

«

.<
f.k

[Casimir: j Yeah. See, tiiey -book Johnny Dodds-they had Sidney Bechet playing n

;l
1 +

. v a
» \I .. »L

I" .t t.
r

1 *
.»

H t *.\

<
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with "Kid" Dry's band, and Bechet would blow them up so, would blow therrl up-what
*

I mean, you get drunk and don't come on the job,

[Alien:] Uh-huh.
A'

[CasimirtJ Dodds would make a clarinet player^ they took Dodds and made a clarinet
+

player out of him, and let Bechet alone. If you want Bechet to play tohigh-b, you

go-b -bo bring [him] here. It took more of a [Bechet player?] thnn tha-b "Come on^
man, get something to drink, come on." Something like that to keep [him] here.

*
i

If you don*-b, somebody's got him arid gone< And his horn all broke vp in hi3 barik *

t

pocket* Just got tired of Uiat,
^

LAllent ] Did Bechs-fc play any good? I.

1 -»

[Casimir; ] Huh?
T. -' *

[Alien*.] Did Bechet play any good? *

f

[Casimir:B Yes, He was a bad cla"inet fellow, but you had to keep hi^, keeping

him righ-b to, get him half drunk to keep him.-"Oh, man, letts gtet another shot*"-
*

*

.bo bring him on tbhe job with you* Or else ire flwouldj be gone vifch somebody elss-
*

t

blow anybody up, see?
»

[Alien:] Uh-huh*
J

[Gasimirt] Played so much clarinet, put him en soprano s ax now-Sidney Bechet*

[Alien:]  10 were some of the other good clarihet players for ragtime?
I,

[Casimin] For ragtime-well, they had George Bacquet, bu-fc I didntt know him so
^

goodj I was too young to know hitn-I made teixty years old, December 17, [l9$8],
< ..

Them guys [were] way, way older than me» Lorenze Tio and them fellows, they play
*./ f^

with that music aU the time, [Alphonael Picou and them fellov^iad that ntUsic . d
a
J

up there in front [of l^jiln]. Dodds,.Dodds hear them play s6meUiing, he got it
/ f

* I

.^
t

t

[Alien:] Wiat about "Blind Freddie" tSmaUj-did you ever hear him! I

^

[Gasimir:] "Blind Freddie"/ ( .1

»

-^,

[Aliens] Uh-huh. ..'...«^
+*

>

,4i^

[Gasimiri ] "Bli^id Freddie" pl&yted] on the .ofddr of Johnny Dodds-thal. tonAiont .». I *1
I,* *<*

I :. <..'>
*

J>
ll
<I
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[Alien:] Uh-huh. I
>

f;
>

[Casimir:] Did you ever hear him play? *

t.

[ Alien:] Never have heard hin play anything except harmonica*
/

[Casimir: ] Oh, [hej play harmonica,\

f

[Alien:]'Yes. *
*

[Casimirt J You hear him; play harmonica-that's juBt -bh6 way he playjJid] clafinet» /

i.

\

(Seats) Tell him -to meet [mej Tulane Avenue and Hagan [StreetJ for quartef -bo .I
.+

t
*
/

fivej IhA'd] be standing on the corner* Dont-b know how he got there--right there .r

t
t

on the corner, his horn ttnder his [unintelligible]< Heipl ay his horn jus-b Itke i f-
i

/*

he plsy his harmonica. / 1

<

L

[AUem] Uh-huh* 1

Y

[CastrAirs J He pl^rs ,it, too} it's a gift he*s got. [HeJ used to play in the
/

1

^ T.t

ell Band. ^

*

[Alien: ] Who was -bha-b, Wesley DimeLsJ? t

t

II n <k

[Casittiiri ] Wesley Dimes, yeah, thab's righ-b. Dimes got kill in Baton Rouge*'
\

\.
r

*

Dimes was a nice little trumpet player. I f

t> f

[Alien;J Yeah. . Eddie Morris mentioned him-you know, -the trombone player* ri

I f-

[Casimirt] 'Eddie Morris used'to play with "Kid Punbh" tMUlerJ and them. *
^

. 1
[Alien: ] Oh, yeah. ./

[Casimin ] But Eddie and Wesley Dimes was played [playing] out there in Baton T
^ .*

.1

4 /.

Rouge with "Tool" Johnson and them. /

t .r /
*
*

[ Alien; ] Uh-huh^ yeah. I-

[ Casimirt] Eddie Morris used -bo play around here wit^i "Kid Punch" and them* He*s f

T
*

t

a good trumpei player* Getting old now, "Kid Punch"--he's Somevhere domiiown< ,
*

t t
/ I-

[ Alien 1] Ohj yeah^ I got his address if you ever want it* r.
*

. y./ "r-
'/»*

[Gasimiri] On Rampart Street, huh?
**.

. 1 t

/ tr

1

[AUentJ Yeah. You got i-b? *
t

I
\

< t
f

[Casimirt ] In -the Roxy Hotel^ huh? Somewhere around -bherOb *

\
^

t<

.tI

r
/

.'
*1

^ .M-KT"-! -/
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[Alien:] That's rightj he's in, the Roxy. \

lCasimir;] Yeah. I don't know if PPunch" [igj in the union or not»

[Alien;] Uh-huh.
Jf^

f

[Casimir:] Yeah-I don *t know.1\

/

[ Alien:] No, he's not straight with the union yet *

I

[Casitnlrt ] No* Plenty of them guys out [ofJ the union, but they ain't doing i

nothing, you see* They ain*t working* I

tAllen; ] Yeah, -they got -bo stay straight with that union.

[Casimirs] Yeah. /
^

*

- [Alien:J Now, letts see-who did you play with af-ber you left {HenryJ Allen'6

[Sr«] Brass Band?
t

[Casimirt J Af-ber tKat Alien Brass Bandy-af-fcerwards I played with ,-fche Eureka
f

t.

Brass Band.

[Alien:] Uh-huh. *

t-

[Casimir: ] I stayed 4n the Eureka Brass Band a Ions time* Then one night they
C(^L k

had the rehearsal up there, [and] "Red" [ ? ] told m^ [that he] could ge-fc some-
\

- body- on [clarinet who was] better* I say, "Go ahead on add ge-b him*'* So I qui-b,

so -bhey got George Lewis to play with -them. They put this march up [-bhat] they *

f

called the "Longfellow's"-U32 "Longfellbw's" march, Over the river, playing a
f

funeral, [they] play *til they reach -bhe try-o [trio], Ge6rge Lewis didn't know
<

1»

what, to make; W3sn*'b no "doodle-oodle-eo" there, you see-you just play what you
t

see there, all right. A fella says, "Wilson want, to see you tomorrow." [I said] »
4

*

"Wanta see me Sbout what?" tOh, man, you know thai man cAn't read." I said^ .4-
r';

^

"I don't know a thing about tha-b»" [A man can*t read?]. I said, "You dont-t tfani '; f

J

f

to see me I made up my own band, the Young Tuxedo," IWouAdn't] have nothing -bo.
>

,ts
k

do with -bhe Eureka*
IL i

*

*

[Alleni J Since tha-b.time. Well, about what time was that? *

[Casimir: ] That was around 1920, * 22, [Gonfliciing informationfl. f

*<

Tt 1
('»

J*

+ *

* tir.
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[Alien: ] And they kept [up? J-they kept George Lewis on, though?
*

lCasimir:j Uh-huh* They hdd, they hire difTerent, fellovs» bu-fc -they can1t keep

no clarlne-fc player,
'*.

[.Alien*. J Uh-huh. f

k,

^

[Casimir: J They work the reeds too hard, see?-the comets taking down, playing
.I /

three or .four or live blocks on the reeds [i<e«-~cornets not playing]* .
t.

[Aliens] Uh-huh.
*

[Casjjnir: 3 Can't keep no clarinet* They ain't go-t no clarijae-b player with them
»

right now *

A

[ Alien:J Uh-huh, k

[Casimir: ] They RO-fc Manuel Paul on tenor, and fhey aintt got.no regular alio,
<. ^

because [RubenJ Roddyts sick*
tA

[ Aliens ] Uh-huh* Is Roddy at, h&me or ir^ the hospitall
t »

t

r

[CasimirtJ He*s in the hospital yet* ^

[Aliens J I don't know. Have you seen him? +

[Casimlrt] I don*t believe he out< [They] iell me he's got raark^ all around,
*

1
f

Something's the matter with him,

[Alien:J Gee»
rf

[Casimir: J The 8-bh floor. f
*'

f

k

[All.en: J T|lerrible wha-b^ .*

t,
t *

[Casimtr: J Somethin' the matter, I don'.b know what,'s -the mai-ber, somethings the
f

.»

matter with his -fchroa-fc or something*

I Alien:] Uh-huh. Did you ever work with any other brass bands while you "were
t.

f

working with Henry Alien? ,^
A-

f Ct
-^s

1

[Casimir:} "Yeah, I worked with the Young Tuxedo -then* *
t

^

[Alien:] The Toung Tuxedo-

[CasimirtJ I mean the old T^-xedo^ After Joe Watson died^ t-hey sent for me* *

[Allentj Yeah. /'t
1

^
1.^

<
f

*--'
ti

^.'' \.,'Jt1
t
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I

JT

1

/
/

[Alien;] Yeah* t
>

[Casimir:J ' And I s ^ayed there-

I Alien: 3 Well, you p'Layed in both bands at .bhe same .time then? Henry Alien
¥

*.

>

and-^

[Casimir: ] I played after ALlen--! went to the Eureka then left the Eureka, f

*

> t

went to the old Tuxedo Bando
t

[Alien;] Uh-huh. *

1

» A

[Casimir:] I stayed in the old Tuxedo Band Ttil it got almost broken up, .then
f

I made up my band^ -bhe Toung Tuxedo. I like the Tuxedo. Papa Gelestin-
,<

[Aliens'] Oh yes9 .

^
i

[Casimiri ] Papa Celes-bin, Willie Pajaud, a feller called Louis Madison* We
»

>

r

call "Shcrbs%- 1

t-

f- 1

[Aliens] Uh-huh. .t

[Gasimir!] 2nd cornei. Willie Pajaud. Tuxedo had a good band* -Eddie Jackson
* 1

was ®n the bass horn. Sonny Henry, August Roussell [Rousseau] on tfombonet ^

[Allent] Uh-huh* f
» r -;

-...
*

*

[Gasimirt J Yeah^ and olt man [isidorej Barbarin on melAphone, see*-, I was on .s.»

^

clarinet* They had Georgie Hooker on barUohe, [or J either John Porter*' Ei-bher h
/

f

one OT them on baritone* See, melophone,'baritone and clarinet^ E flat clarinet^ . X.
t.

s #

that's a brass band* Those saxophonss ain't no brass band, Can't tell them
t ^ .

f'^

fellows no'fchin* a

^

[Aliens J Wellj you cant-b find a melophone player'now, huh?
I

r >
.rJ[C^simirt] You've gotta have -fcha-b dun, dum, dum , ihat coTT^lAment there in a brass

'. »1;'-

band- *

f
^

*

[Allem] Uh-huh. t
t. + \ .

[Casimin] That melophone tone"--fcum, tunij you see the snare drum (seats ou-b muslc^ '.'1
I ;

1
1

that's the bea-bj t.wo baritones (sca-bs more? that's a band, melCiphona^bariione^ &nE *̂

#

'.^t
1-*'.. *

flat clarinet* T
> ; <*.

/
*

i

f ^
*

\
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L Alien:] ''Well, when you play "Closer Walk With Thee" slow, you know that clarinet

par-b you play? slow-where does that come from? *

[Gasimir: ] 1(sca-bs song) I just makes that in -fcherej that's so much open^ see*
^

Y

[Aliens] Yes. I

k
^ *

[Casimir:] No melophons. (seats more) And make th ati in there * cause it's so
4

open* Give it a compKlment in there, you see* /
/ I.

s

[ Alien:] I see, and.it's sort of a meltephone part that you .play, f

t.

*

tCasimir: ] Th?-b*s right* To fill ou-t,
*

[Aliens] I was gonna ask you about -bha-b< Tha-b's what I was drivin* aty 1
>

4

[Casunir:] Yeah.

[AlleniJ ? »

[Gasimira:] FillinT up Uiere .

[Aliens] Uh-huh.v

*.
J-

[Casimir:] Fillih' in^' For the guys when Handy vas playing with me say, '*! don't +

1
f

.1want that part," I say, "That's -the part I vsm^, you to play» That's where the
r

harmony" is-just like that guitar* \
" .^

[Alien*.] Uh-huho t*
+

If

[Caaimiri] One, two^ three-take i-t slow, though, (seats muBicO All the hannotty
~\in the band,;. ' ; ^

1 ^

[A^llent] Uh-huh, v *

[Gasimirt] 'With -bhafc melophone, -bha-fc alto. Bui you can't ^et -fchem guys to play
Ik . (',

.1

that part,* toosxifcBmJfcntaa Nyce and soft and take your time, make it no-bhtng real
^

* t*

loud.
*

[Allent] Uh-huh.
f

t. I

[Casimirt] But you hear i-b, nobody vonU play ths melophone part* Tha-bts the .^
*

i

f
I

main part you go^ta play i
^

.
i+
iJ 1 <

[Alien:] Now suppose in the original Tuxedo, what would they do? Suppose they I"

<»,* -

were going -bo play "I Want -bo Go Where t^sus Is"* Would they play that s-bricily »

/
/,^

.k

'1
by the music? t ifc

*

* t.
v

f . I
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ECasijnir: ] No, Louis used -to pick that up, Louis Armstrong. After, the body part
*

Louis'd say (seats out melody and trombone part)-Louis Armstrong used to lead
"!

that* Then catch his part, Louis play an^hing he hear. Just naturally play
c

Jl

anything he see-anythirig he can whis-ble, he got that,t^
I

[ Allent] Bid you play wi-bh Louis much? /
f. *

s

[CafiTjhIrr-J No, I didn't plai/ wi-fch Louis at all. Louis used to be in Jones*

Band [From Waifts Homel.
> .w^

[Aliens] Uh-huh,
< I

[Casimirt J And they'd come by the-back yiere by tha-b Tulane Theatre on Common
*

Siree-b.
I

[Alien: ] Uh-huh.
\ I.

f-
LCasimirtJ All of those boys used to come out and».. (sings "Alabama Jubilee) Jl

;fc^ ' Kid Rena, Georgy George Washington on trombone smooih-a gang of .em* Ten

or fifteen'bring them out there and they let tert play 'rourid there* When -bhey /r-<

get to the run and eVeryth^rig (seats ou-fc more melody) give Louis all the runs

jsolosJ. Little skinny, lit-ble bit-by fella dancing with those fellows in -bhe

band ? .come on Louis (seats out more melody^*. But he was 6 jazz man*. * t . .

Five or sue fellas there playjn* come-b give Louis all the breaks,

[Alien;] What was that number? "Come On-
.

t

[Casimir:] "Come On Handy Put Your Glad Rags On" (sings and seats oufc melody^.
Everything s-bop«j|i Louis (seats ou-fc more of same melody)^ Louis take all the breaks, *

Tmenil Oh, yeaho *

»

lC.qsimin ] Anything they play Louis take the breaks* Give Louis all the runs, t

see, and he made 'er^Uh the help the good Lord, I*m tellin* you. Used to stay *

i-ck^fc^^OTm [^in an old brick on Perdido anrimian 'Street* The good Lord was with ,A

him, I*m tellin* you*

[Alien:] Well, Hels got it. The Lord gave hijn a talent* '
/ *

[Gasimirt ] Yeah, -bhe good Lord gave him one* . He wasriTt no bad boy* Used io,
f

t.
»

t

f

^
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,;t

be on Rampari Street* Stiff overall suit on. .Meet Uiem Jews. I got you, I
?.

* \

.^got you, nov D Grab them Jews* beards
t

[AllemJ Uh-huh.
-'

[Casimir:] Mischievous boy. Play with -fchem Jews, Put him back o* Johes* Home*\

Fine boy, used to'drive a coal car-b by Andrews* Goal Company. [C.A* Andrews Goal ^

r

Co., Ltd*, Perdido corner Freret, Soardtg 1917 Directory]. t
*t

I

*

[Alleni] Uh-huh.
i

* 1

[Casimir: ] On Tulane Avenue he used to come around all the Ume. And Prof. * ^

f

Humphries used -bo show me how to make G sharps. Louis sneak arbund there* "How
rf

you make that?" C sharp-B natural-*. Prof.. Humphries come 'round -bhere one day

and caught meshowint Louis. I be paylnt for it and I was givinT i-fc to the other

fellow, (laughter)

[Alien! J Who was playin* tro'nbones when you. were in the Original Tuxedo^ you Say 'I

/

Sonny Henry and August- . ^,1V
.'*

[C^simir;] Sonny Hehry and August Roussell [Rousseau ] plAySA'^er -bhe old Tuxedo
1

^

Band*
/

[Alien:] And they played that trombone part on "I Wan.t to Go Where Jesus Ts" thai ' IF

.I

f

you just hummed there, sorta scatted* That*s a nice part,
/ f- t

[CasiminJ He's a good ol) troftbone, st&my Hemy, this fella [Albert] Warner- \ i

1/
t t

[Alien:] Uh-huh.
.; i

< t:

LCasimirtJ He usgd to play along with Chris Kelly and them» f

*
1
-*

[Allent ] Oh, yeah, *
>

»

[Casimirt1 I couldn't see them bands, trombone players, then* Augus-b Rousell
c^'-^

*

[Rousseau]^ Then he go-b other t.rombone players^ one of fem* Then they go-fc'S&hny
/

Henry in -bhe Eureka Band^ well'Sfeimy always played with the top bands, brass bands, *

used to play at the "Music Box" on Carondelet and Canal every nigh-b wi-bh Louis

Dumaine* Eddie Jackson played a string bass.
1

*

^

LAllen:] ®hj yeah» Who were the best barrelhouse dance musicians when you were t
I

*
I- T

a kid? *

.I
^

;^ \^f.i'.i .^..: )\ T
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1

[Casimir:] Barrelhouse-the best barrelhouse trumpet player?

LAlien:] Yes,

LCasimir:] Today? d

t
*s

[Alien:] No, when you were a kid.

[Cptsimirs ] You mean when Louis was comin up?
i
1

[Alien;] Yeah, around that period I

*

[Casimir:] Well, I'll tell ya, the best barrelhouse trumpet player around here
'*

when Louis was comin* up was Buddy Petit*
1

[Aliens] Uh-huh.
^

[Gasimir: ] Buddy- Pe-bit* Anywhere Buddy played was packed and jammed. Then Kid
*

./*

Rena, they had Buddy Petit., then Louis passed all them boys. *

** .I ..

[Alien:] 'Uh-huh. 1

.»
1

*^

*

[Casindrt ] He was younger then them, ya see» Went right up» But they all did '

praise Uiai old man. Buddy* All the time prais&n* him.
*^

[Alien:] Well, vha-b about Buddy Bolden and Freddy Keppard and Bunk [Johnson] and *

those guys^ do ya remember them? *

[CasimlnJ I didn't know -bhem*. I heard lem -balkin* about Buddy BoSden* Louie r

Keppard and all them, t

s_

fc ALleni] Uh-huh. < t.

/

lCasljnin ] "Big [Willie] Cornish",^! used to play,with Cornish .
t

[Alien:] Uh-huh* I

f

[Casimir:] Trombone player, he said he used -bo play with Buddy Boldem .Bu-fc I
t

<

never did know BuddyS
1

tt t *

[Allent] Uh-huh. (Phone ring 8$)
T

[Casimirt] Played 8 key [valve] trombone with Buddy BoldeUk ^

[Alien:] Built sorts like a corner, I guess?
1
J

.^

F

/ +

1
*

.\

f
^

I A
T
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[Casimir: ] Teah, but I never did know Buddy Bolden,

[Allem] Did ya ever hear Bunk? I. *

.f

[Casimir:] Never beared Bunk Play. Used to all time be with the Banner Band
.^

niceout there. New Iberia, But I never did hear him. play.. Tell me he .was a i
*

*

trumpet player .

[Alien:] That's what everybody says, I never heard him in person*

[Casimir; ] Bunk Johnson. Tell me, he come down here -with Benny Goodman--
*

/

t Alien:] Uh-huh* (.i 1

ijL.
<

[Casimir:J To play ab the Auditorium IJNJF'S Basin St. News L» .brought hljn hL.;r
A

*

there back; on a stretcher*

[Alien:] I guess he drank?

tCasimirt] Huh?

t.Allent ] I guess he drank?

I^Casimirs] ..o a a hundred dollars. Bunk come back there-on a stre-fccher, so they - *

put him on a s-fcre-bcher. We played out in Beaumont Texas. With the Liberty
1

[jazz?] Band, Liberty JkkaaismKax Jazz Band with Wooden Joe on -trumpet-Joe Nicholas,
»

^

[Allent ] Oh, yeah» t

t

[Casimir:J And Zhat same. night -bhe Banner Band, we used to come i/i -bhefe i/he
»

Banner Band to leavin* out up* So Bunk stayed there* . . Bunk* * . .<They <-,
*

.I f

were playln' .in Lake Charles that nigh-tj and we. were p;Layin* Beaumon-fc, Texas^ J
t.

4

that night* The fellows left Bunk there.. So when they got-on .the nusio stand -bhat;
*

night, say Bunk walk in the door. Just -bell whore the job Was next night- , He gone
I

*

I

off with some womati. Go off and get drunk somewhere but he be there vhen he g9t> r

,1

ready to play^ - . .Them guys gets crazy 'bout -fcha-b "likker" so much. f

I

[Aliens 1 Well, I never have seen you take ^drihlpr
t

[Casimirs] No, I don*t fool wiih it. Don't care * (tout it.
<

f

» \
J

!i

/
I

.t

i

1
*

',
.f
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[Alien:] Who was this Liberty Jazz Band? That is Wooden Joe's Band?

LCasljnir:] Rah? Who that? <1

[Alien:] Well, who had the Liberty Band* y

^ k

[Casimin ] Oh, Big Cornish, Willie Cornish had the Liberty Jazz Band, me and

Wooden Joe used to play with Cornish. I played with Wooden Joe all the time^
k

I playsd vi.th Wooden Joe Nicholas long time. Ife was a strong corner player*
>

> t'

[Alien:] How did Cornish play?
r

I
T

[Casimirt] Comish-one of them olt"fcime trombone player With Budtty Bolden* He 1

.,

put the Tiprlght [va3.ye'?J down and playin* that slide then.
^

[Alien:] Uh-huh.

[Casimj rt ] (scat.s out melody) Slide that. He used to g6t right smart of jobs.

[ALLent ] Uh-huhe
i

[Casimirt 3 Yeah*

[Alien: ] GomiBh was mostly by head or could he read a little*

[Gasimir:] He could read a little, 'cause he used to play vith the Eureka lirass
I

band, k

[ Alien:J Uh-huho

(Casimir: ] He could spell a little* Him and John Mullln on trombone in the ^1

Eureka Brass Band* "Redn [dark] and them just come- go^ in the ba?id latfiiy, you
/

see* Him and a boy ^hey call Albert Jackson used to play trombone with the Eureka
f

BAass Band*
*

[ Alien: ] "LutcMe", you mean.

[Gasigdri J Huh?

t Alleni J Tl^at1 s "Lutchie". ./

Lo^cMt*. V. //'A,
/* .f /

If /-./ <>?.''E'.t.f.

[Casimir: ] "liirlMrfAef, yeah, fchatts right/ ^tu^ehiff" and Cornish played iriLth
T

Willie Wilson in the Eureka Band* "Md" wasn't studyin* about playing no music.
1

f
>

[Aliens] Uh-huh.
^

t

[Casimin J No, indeed. Used io see "Red" pass, drivln* some white people around
<

*

in a automobile. Then "Red" come around with an old trombone* Tryin* -to pl6y it* *
t

lli1,
/
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a trombone. Couldntt play. Then he bought the bass after Hr. Verre-b died. Ed

Verret vsed to play with us In the Eureka, ^ig pi-ofwnskln* Ed Verret/. /b..
*/

/

[ Alien; ] Uh-huh* Who was in the band-in the Eureka In those days? \ f'

.I

[Casimirt J Eureka Band? J

[Aliens] Yeah.
1-

[Gasimir* J Willie Vllson, Santimore, a felltm called Santlmore played trumpet t

t

and Willie Weber,
^

[Alien:] Uh"huh» three trumpets*

[Casimirt J Yeah, well, Wlllle Weber died; they got big, bright fellow called
^

Alcide Landry*
f

/
f

[Aliens] I know hlm<

[Casimin J Well^ Willie Wilson took him in the band, and had a fella they cAll
"->

QC^ (T s*»*

tlap" ^Jewmaker [Jamacian]|in the bandl Then after him they started hirin* In
^

/^ f-1

the band different fellows.

[ AliensJ Uh-huh* ;

I
J

[Casimijft ] And I played in the Eureka Band a long time*

[Alien:J So when you first vent in vhat'd they have, did they have stuced or
t

horns--
-^.

[Casimin ] No^ the Eureka bn^td had Buddy Alphonse on melophone, and Johnny
^

Wilson playin* the bariione, E flat clarinet*

[Alien:] Uh-huh,
t

J
f

[Casimirt] "Went all over* Had John Hullin on trombone and Cornish*
f

-< *>

/-: LaAgri \Q^t all over. Go.where Olaiborne Williams at out there. EWry year/ *

^

t

we used to play out there, f
t

\

[aliens J Don aidsonville*

[Casimin J Donaldsonville-Had Willie Mlson, had Landry, before Ldndry had
*

t

Saritimore on trumpets. All out there and every year we play out there against * t

I

Claiborne Williams* Play one of ^hem 6/6 marches, (sca-bs oul, melbdy) "SalutatibA"?
>

»
,

\ ^
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"Red" wasn*t thought about ^hen» "Red" just go-fc around thsre and got into the

Eureka lately. Qo-b in the Rureka Band here lately »

*

[Alien:J Have good drummers in those days with the Eureka*
/

\I-.*-̂

[GasimirtJ Had ol* man Cato on snare drum, who'd we had on bass-"LiUle Jim",
^h"Jim Bush", "Little Jim", James Daniel" [real name! Daniel M^ekee ?J, little

short fellow* (seats bass drum par^)
J

(AlleniJ "Double Rap" [his nickname], huh?

[Casljmir: J Teah* (seats oui a melo<ty)

[Alien:] Short dark fellov.
*

[Gasimirt J Just lately now *fSonFewclothes" [Robert LewisJ used to play trap
^ ^*

CYY~
f:1

drummez^vith his dad» Jesse/^Jackson had a liUle orchestra, "Son Fevclothes"
L

And they hire "Son" [when theyj couldn't; get Little Jta* Jim used to be one of

the best bass drum players *round here* "Black Benny" learned him how to playj
*

Benny Williams.

[Aliens] Oh, yes. Now, what about Willle Parker, vas this before Villle Park6r
^t ^

or after?

[Casiminj Oh, Willie, he come after Willie Parker* Thafctg right* Willie Par^er
<

came first.

[AUen! J Uh-huh.
*

[Casimirt J Cause he helped to make up tha1> band* WilMe Parker and Willie Wilson*

Jim took Willie Parker's job. They heard Jim play, that* s ati for WiUie Farker*

Hired Li-fcile Jinie Wlllie Parker used io play-

[Alien: J Hets s^i-tl alive.
»

[Casimin] HuR?
\

1

[AUeni 3 He*B sUll alive*

[Casimln ] He dcmntovn, ain*t he?

iMlent ] He lives down on St. Philip a

[CasiMrs] He is crippled, Ain't he? f

t
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L

[Alien:] Yeah, he can't get out, he just sits there all day long.

[Casimirt] He don't hear nothint?

[Alien:] He can't get outside*
rf

'< >[CasiMr:] -He can't get outside.
*

[Aliens] He sits in the doorway,

tcasimir!] ou^. let ne t^11 yout Drive a bie couon truckt 011 coAton-ol' big
?»'...//.sy L/' f *k1

sisrong-arm man* How they all paralyzed.
t 1

[ Alien: ] Uh-huh» Yeah, he lives next door to where Little Jim used to live» I
',

think it. is 131^ St. Philip.
* ~^

[Casimira J Yes, down there,
^

[ Allertt] Right down there* ^

[Gasimirt] He used to be one of the good oil bass drummers, Willie Parker* He

can*t get outsidey And Ar^thur Oglef^ ,^J
1

what» played with the Eureka band lately-
J

[Aliens] Uh-huho
^

[Casijnirt ] On the snare dnutte Man had both his legs cut off* "Red" hadn*t seed
f

the man,

»

[Allent] Terrible» ^ ^
ff

I.

[Casijnir: ] ^ Stay with his kin people down there on North Tonti,
. s»

[ALlen: J Teaih, right down behind "Pickey*s" tJohn BrunlousJ house.

LCasimir! ] Rocheblave, right behind tlicket*8ft house* f

10^[All em ] I saw him. Who^ were the good barrelhouse trombone pl<ycrs back Buddy

Petit's time.

[Casimirs] During Bud^ Petit's 'time?
^

[Alien;J Uh-huh.

[Casimiri ] f Veil, trombone players-they had liUle George Washington, was a good

trombone -p^eyey-'and Morris French*

[Alien: ] ITh-huh. *

k .
[Casimirt] George Washington, Morris Brench, j^-d Ory, Frankie Duson, idll skinny

f
#

fella*
.^
v'T
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1

[Alleni] These guys all plsy slide?

[Cssimiri] Slid^o

[AUena ] Uh-huh. f
-^ -^
^.

i

dSw[dasimir: J Sli iromb6ne»
<- -.'

t.

[Allem] Who played valve, anybody play valve? /

^

[Casljnin ] Oh, no, I wasn*t playing valve around h6re* . Cornish told me he used

to plsy valte with Buddy Bo2iden« Time I was pl&yin* around here had slides* /

1

**Tanktt over the river and "Buddy" Johnson, them two brothers they used to play J.

slidin* tro^bone, to'o.

[Allem] Uh-huh,

[Casimin ] Big^- fat "Tank" played for the Sam Morgan band. "Buddy" Jol'mson used

to play wtih [MauriceJ Durand and (WillieB Humphrey* Willie Humphrey and Maurice
I.

iMrand had a band. Maurice Durand was a trumpAi player* Lived on the other side
p:. '^y

r

of the Indus-briA Canal dovn on Lizard, Street*
A <

.\

[Allem ] Were -they s-brictly ear men or were they readers?

[Caisijnir: ] Yes, good readers* Durand and Humphrey had a good band.
t

[Allem] Uh-huh* .*

/

[Casinir* J Yeah, had good band, "Buddy" Johhson is a good trom-good refidin*. 1

'.

It

[AlleniJ Uh-huh.

[Casimin ] Yes, and Sam Morgan had one of the sweetest bands around here* Sscm.
»

Morgan, 6 or 7 piece bAnd .

END OF REEL I, JAN» 1?^ !$?$» *
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4

[Alien:] By the way, about your sclioolingt how did you get you '?

f

>)i^(Ey1?/ schooling? Did you go to a gafholic school or a private sctnool?
fCasimir:] I went to Mc'Donough [No*], 24, a private school* [He ^

means public*] I went to the seventh grade*, t

[Alien:1. Did you go to the Catholic schools at all? You are a
1

Catholic?
t

rcasimirsl I went to a Catholic scliool: St* Dominic, up on Cambtorine*'. /
^

They call it St* Joan of Arc now. I made my first communion ,up thefe.
!.

1

[ Alien t] Did they have any music in school in those dSiys^ ^.L

+

I

rcasimirs1 . fiidn't have no music in scliool tlien. Didn't [ftobody ?]

learn how to play music then*

[Alien:] You h&d to pick it up on your own, then. ^

[Casimir:1 That's right.
*

[Aliens] I just wanted to check on -th at one point* Let's see, 1

t

we've gotten you in the brass band; we've gotten you up to T

^

organizing your own Young Tuxedo and you've had that ever sihce
»

t'

you organized it., Wds tliat before the depression that you prgahi^ed
. ^

t
i

the Young Tuxedo, or after? t

v

(Casimirs] Young Tuxedo?

[Aliens] Yeah,
1'd

I

[Casimirsl After [the] depression [1929].
t-

.y

[ Alien:1 It was after the depression? 1

^

[Casimiril [That's right ?]. .I
t. *

/

[Aliens] Were you playing in the WPA band at the time you organized? *
<

T
\

rcasimir:1 In the WPA band*. No* I wasn't playing in my band yet*
T -LL

»»

I stayed in the WPA band three years* [6n the WpA after Wbrk ^], a
.;-^ ."L

;(
.I

the man needed a clarinet/ one clarinet, player, one more< I was .'<

r"v/o</^A JJ *
I

.<

right there to see Mr. M^rtinez- (Coming with ?] E flat clai?in6t>
-»
t

I

I stayed in there three years.
\.

0
*

/
1 - J

* sir f, *
,.* if^ h. f
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[Aliens] I see. How long Tiad the Young Tuxedo been going when you I

joined up witli the WPA. ^.

fCasimirsl Oh, I didn't have my band [then when the WPA 7].

[Alien.:] It came after th^ WPA?^

/

fCaaimirsl It came rigl'it [afterwards, came after the WPA band ?].
/

^ *

[Aliens]. Who was Mr- Martinez?

rcasimir:] That was the head man over the WPA band-director,
*

superintendent*

fAlleni ] And who was underneath him?
f

[Casimir:] Had a colored lady-Pincliback Touro was directing the

band, and he was (Washington supervisor ?!. And then after they
r

put him down, and put liim on the bench, they took a lady called Mrs *

4

Roberts/ [a big* stout (?) woman ?]; whe was director- [Some ofcli6r
1»

director came ?]*
*

[Aliens] Well» what would you all play? >

fCasimirt] We'd play all them 6/8 marches first; wefd play songs .t

\f

after. We'd go in tlie morning for two hours; learn your patt right
'f

for to play that Friday, for the [unintelligible] concert Uiat evenitig

two hours-seven to nine or eight to ten {or] ten to twelve like that*
.t

Then you go home and be down there from three to five at Lemann

Playgroui^ on-let me see, Monday, Wednesday--ev6ry Monday (that'ri
*

seven to nine ?] at 1'he jailhouse, Wednesday at the [Miln^} tooya*

home, Thursday at Lemann Playground^ three to five. We'd go to
* /

rehearsal every morning, though, form nine to twelve-three h6urs*
1

- fAlien;] Did you ever play a dance? * t

rcasimirtl No, [but we ?] rehearsal [sic] at the Tulane Club* They'd .I

1
I

rent the Tulane Club, see, rehearsal/ run over titem pieces, get th6tn /

straight. Then we go in the Charity Hospital from two to fbuf, like that,
f

different days; Jalllnouse on a Monday night, Seven to nine? Wednesday,

L .t+
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the boys * home. >-

[Alien;1 But never played a dance. People didn't-'-never played

a dance with the WPA band*

[Casimir:] Oh, yeah, Louis Dumaine and them played dahces, for
<

different organizations. I'll tell you another (band ?] they had

h ^[unintelligible] ^Mr. Miller -?r] or sometoody* Had to turn all that
*

money in* Louis.marked down every dance he played, in a book like,

every dance he played: who he turned the money in to--Mr. So-ahd-So--
»

[Alien.:] After you got out of the^WPA, did you play in tlie street*

any then? ^

[Casimir:1 [Oh, yeal'l'- ?], 1 was playing in the street? different
+

bands hire me<

[Alien:1 Sort of spotting, huh?

[Casimir;1 Yeah, things was slow, I'm telling you* ' WPA was something*
+

/

[Alien:] And then, how long before you got a steady job on the stteet?
I

?Casjmir:1 Ain't got no steady job, playing no music, .*

[Aliens] I mean, you weren't regular with any band?

rcasimir:1 Yeah, 'I was playing with Wooden Joe [Nicholas] at
^ s

Claiborne and Tulane [I was playing ?] every Friday, Saturday and

Sunday-for Jake Graffagnini, Tulane and Claiborne, Played there

about two years, tliree nights a week d

»

[Alien.;] But I mean, you weren't with any street band steady, any

brass band steady then?

[Casimir.;] Oh^ yeah, I've done played wifh steady bands. Played

with the old Tuxedo Band/ Eureka-Eureka first, the old Tuxedo;

then I made up my band. They don't have no.more E flat clarin^t [except
Ji

himself]. f

*

\-[Alien:] Who was in Wooden Joe's band that you were playing with?

[Casimiri] Me and Wooden Joe was playing a little five-piece Job
\

*





JOHN CASIMIR 25
t

Reel II-retyped b

January 17, 1959
<

f

f

with [unintelligible]. Wooden Joe never did play no brass band untilr

Carnival Day, with Manny Gabriel's daddy-play for the Zulus; used

two comets.

[Alien:] But you just had four pieces witli Wooded Joe then?I

[Casimir:] Yeal-i, me on clarinet, Wooden Joe on cornet» Walter
V

Preston on banjo, [my little brother ?] , Joe Casimir, playing
f

'+

drums-he died about five years ago T.

[AUen:] What would Wooden Joe play like?
1»*

[Casimir:] Huh?
>

[Alien.; ] What did Wooden Joe play like? Wtot kind . Of style would

he have? *

*

rcasimir;] Tell me Wooden Joe had been a good clarinet player. I f

/

don't know. Used to play comet, though; [lie] pick ,it up his own

self- Well, he played a straight comet-Strong, straight and sti*on^'
/

1
i {

cornet; powerful man on a cornet.
f-

^

[Alien:] Much variations? .^ r
1̂

A/'
I/'

D^
rcasimirt] No. /^

[Alien:] No. Mostly, lead,-huh? ^ ^^i\ '^.l)^i_^9 .('^ ,n^(^ *

^

»

rcasimirst Not on comet. Tell m6 li^^playefl ~go6a~-claa?±afet; I he ar /

them all say Wooden Joe was a good clarinet. 1
/

[Alien:] He played,mostly lead, then, on trumpet?

rcasimirs] Yeah, mostly lead on his comet, -fcrumpet-
JTf

[Alien i1 Did lie use much mutes? J

i
I

*

rcasimir:] Mute how and then. He could blow; you:c!ould h6ar Joe <

J t

from here to Claiborne (imitates)-five blocks-Wooderi Joe. You
t » *

F

would know he was tliere i^ lie was there*. c^

.'!
t '.,*

1
* ^ ?

FAllenil Who did you have in the Young Twtedo wli^n you first organized 1
l1
i

.I
/ +.

it? .1-.

rcasimirsl [The first time I ?1 [unintelligible]? .'L\ f t
^ <

< t
*

;f:; ft+
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[Alien;] Uh-huh.

fcasimiril I had a fellow [from] uptown they call Page on sousaphone?

had Albert ["Loochie"] Jackson on trombone; I had Joe Avery on
/

trombone? and I had my cousin on alto sax [Wilbert] Tillman; I had»

" \N^e"Little Jim" [M^ekes] on 'bass drum; I was u^ing [clarinet and alto
A

sax ?]; Old man Cato t used on snare drum* Old man Cato used to
r **

play with the Eureka Bandj [I hired him with the Youngr' Tuxedoy 1?] »
.<. {

i

After [Ernest] Rogers and themhad the Tulane [Bra6s] Band-Rogers /

J

and [Alcide] Landry and them had the Tulane Band; they come ask me
<

to come with me because they couldn't get no men to play with th6tti,
»

/

so I took Landry, Rogers and "Big Head Eddie" Johnson to play in my

band-^to [sax] player, Eddie Johnson, work at Werloin's. Come ask
» f

me [by my house 7]-"Look, man, can we come with y*a II7" Lslndry,
I

Rogers, and Eddie Johnson, I took them in ^ny band* 1

[Alien.;] Didn't have a barLitone [horn] or a melophone, [I guess "?]?
*

fCasimit-tl . I used to use Peter White sometimes on baritone and a boy
T

they call Flowers on melophone-tl-iey call Flowers* See, th6 Euieka

Band used a boy they call "Buddy" Alphonse* I used a Jamaicatft] t -t

I

they call Flowers? he run on a ship; I ain't seen him in a good while ^

*

*

now. A melophone and a baritone, that's a brass band. But now they
Y^'..

t

got the idea a alto sax and a tenor sax, [they got mixed up about 1.

ft^ »
/

it ?]^ You can't get them fell(?w8 to play them alto, "peek hottis. "
* -J.

That's where all tlie harmony, all the music ia, them "p6ck horna*" f

f

[Alien:] Well, tliat about brihgB us up to date on brafis bands, X think-JL
\ n u

fCasimirsl Huh"? *

r?
>

tAl.lens] That about brings ufe up to date on the brass bands, do6en*t I.

it, yeah? And we know pretty much what's happened since th6n« I've
*.

got records of tliat. I've written down* [Also see photpgraphs]^
»

Now, did you play with many other dance bands other than your own?
*

I (. r
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t

rcasimir:] Oh, yeah, I played with-you know Chris Kelly?-

[Alien:] I heard of him.

rcasimirt] Chris Kelly a couple of montbg. Some of them guys so
J

crooked with that money fhey can't keep nobody. H^rrison Barnes used»

*

to play trombone- fellow what is paralyzed [and lives] over the river
I

[in Algiefs] -good tromborie-big, dar'k fellow-good trombone*
t.'

rAlien:1 And who else was in tt-ie band? Have a piano player or
I

not? They use pianos much then? t

/

[Casimir.:] Piano player?
*

*

[Alien:] Uh-liuTi-
*

rcasimirs] I used to use piano player sometimes.

[Alien:] No, I mean Chris Kelly, did he use-he would sometimes?
fCasimir:] Piano player? Yeah, he useto-Georgie Parkef used to

play with him-fellow what died, lived on Laharpe street. *

[Alien.;] No, I saw Georgie Parker the otlier day.
/

*

rcasimin] Georgia parker died, didn't he? .+»

FAllen:! No, I saw "him at Eddie Pierson's walte. He's crippled now* I*

\

f

rcasimir:] He's crippled, huh? Little, short brown skin. I

t.

Ik

[Alien.;] Yeah, I got his card in my pocket. *

1

rcasimirs] I thought he died- [Died Jan. 29, 19603
k

[Alien:], No man. Did he hAve a good drummer, Chris, regular?
^/

^

rcasimir:] Chris Kelly? \

[Alien:] Yeah.
I

t

rcasimirt] Yeah, used Dav^ Bailey on dtutes-you know the felloW 1
f

playing bass drum that Jump[s] up and plays in Nicker'son's Band-^-
.t

/

rf"w'

. -Ji;r: , Gibson Band, isn't it?
4

*
v

[Alien:] Yeah, Gibson [Brags Band].
*

[Casimir.:] That's Dave BaiXe^. He was good- f

[Allend Where does Dave live now, you know? > f

»
»k
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[ Cas imir; 1 I don't know where Dave stay- [Somewhere ?] t

in front of town. But Dave Bailey is a good trap drum, too.

[i.e<, full set of dance drums]* Dave is old, I'm telling you; Dave
<

Bailey's got a good age on him.^

tAllentl I'll have to dig up his address? I'll ask Eddie Richards6n;

he*11 know, I guess *

t

/5

rcasimirtl Dave Bailey-you might have his address in your [address]
I

book. [Unintelligible].

[Alien;] Because I know he's a o3.d-timer. +
h

<

[Casimir;1 Daye is a old-timer, yeah.ra +

A. c*

[Aliens 1 "Mebly^ [spelling:^?] Barnes tells about working With him.
^1 1

" n^l^r'T.rVl[Casimir: ] Meltly arnes used to play clarinet with Chris, too,y;
long time ago^h-3tehly" Barnes, Chris Kelly, Dave Bailey on drums. *

4.

"liefeity"[Alien; 1 Was "Me&ty" a good clarinet player in those days? *

^.^:\

^1

[Casimirsl Yeah, a good old ragtime elarinet. "MeTtly"1 Barnes,
f

[he was old-time ?]*

[Alien:] Who was your favorite clArinet player for blues» speaking
*

t

of ragtime? Who could play the blues in thoae days?
f

[Casimirit Clarinet player for blues arpund here, that's old Geqrgie
f

Boyd. He's dead; used to play with Kid Punch [Miller],

[Allen:1 He was good? Back to Chris Kelly, did Tie have a banjb

player? A bass player?
t

rCasimir:1 Banjo? He had a banjo player. ,Used to liave a boy called
f

Alex Scott used to play bass with him* On banjo-let me S6e, who *

.\

Chris would use on banjo? [Them fellows ?] used to play with Kid

Ofy's band, Chris used to hire all them. I think Chris [dieid 7]

[unintelligible], he had an old "tunk" band, I'm telling you*

[Alien: 1 Did he have a good funeral?

[Casimirs ] Huh?
'?

-r
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[Aliens] What kind of funeral did he have?
»

rcasimirsl What kind of funeral band? He played with the Onward

Band: Chris Kelly, Sart Morgan, and Maurice Durand played with the

Onward Brass Band; Joe Watson played clarinet with "tiiem.\

1

[Alien:] Did you work Chris's funeral when lie died? *

,..

t.

[Casimir:1 Huh?
t.
">

[Alien.:] Did you Work at Chris's funeral when he died?

tCdsimiril I don't believe I played at Chris' funeral.

[Aliens] You work [Kid] Rena'st funeral?
>

[Casimirsl I dbn*t believe they had no [music 7] for Chris Kelly.
*

I don't know; I know I didn't play that funeral* He died downtown* I

played in Chri6 Kelly's band and all of them< Earl Humphrey on
*

trombone--Percy's brotlier. Earl, plays good trombone, good tronibone» 1

He's away from here. Willie plays dlarinet, you see, and Pefcy plays
fc

trumpet, and Earl plays trombone. I was raised up with them*
J

[Aliens] Who would Chris play for? What kind of people? What kind
\

t

of places would Chris play in and who would he play for?
*.

rCasimirsl He'd plAy at the San Jacinto [Hall] ahd the^Cooperator's I

t

I

Hall [spelling -7] and the Economy Hall. . They'd hire him all around-

[He had a good old band ?]* They'd hire him all around.

[Alien.;] Was Chris a flashy dresser or did he dress plain? *

fCasimirsl Yeah, h6 was attractive. (say, "Chris Kelly gonna be

there* Chris Kelly gonna-" ?], and all fhe people go tliere* Sam¥ '/

Morgan and Chris Kelly "had a crowd all tte time* Kid Rena- anywhere t-

they play at, packed and Jammed*
t

[Aliens] Wece they using one comet in those days or two?

tdaigimirs] Huh?
I

[Aliens] How many comets would they use, one or two? - I

*
f

f

[Casimir.;] One. Comet, tronibone, clarinet, banjo, ^uitat and Wes* /

.r? t'»
I

IL

If
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1

Sometimes they'd use a piano instead of a bass player* f-

I

FAlien:] What are some of the other danri^ bands that you played

with?
*I

^

rcasimir:] Hull?t
^

[AU-ent] What are some of the other dance bands ybu played with? 1.

-^

[Casimir:] Well, I was playing with Mutt Carter and unfil that band .I

broke up and all. Till the work stopped, then guys would go to the
I

man [that] got work» you know* If you don't ^et no ±)ob» ^om6 of

those fellows got to work- I'd get a Job, I'd hire those fellows

that ain't doing nothing *

[Aliens] Arid after you left Mutt Carter who did you go with? i

fCasimir:] I just scrapped around here, too'k Jobs our own self*
'I.

I
IL

(machine on"and off)-bass player .

[Alien;] Henry:Page. What was Cato*s name? Did you know Tiis full

name?

r,

rcasimir:] Who's name? *

r

r Alien: ] Cato.
t

[Casimir.t] Loul^ Cato ain't it? t.

[Aliens] The ^anre drum player. Louis Cato?»

i

*

rcasimir:1 Lbuie Gates *

I

What aa^e some of the diffet^nt-^? [Alien:] [I], wonder if we can locate him.7̂

^.

clubs you've play6d for at Carnival time?
^ ^0 ^ I

rcasiimirsl I have played for the TElyor^C Club
^

t?EleGnore Club? I played for tlie LioriA' Clttb? played f6r tlie
A

Buzzards;. played for the Zulus. Played for the Zulus most every
(

[other T^year, fhe Zulus. I

.f

fAlien;1 There's one thing I wanted to ask you about, too. WhAt
f

11

goes on at Carnival? What kind of music do you pl^y on Carnival Day? .,

1
»1<

You don't play dirges? you don't play funeral marches* - V.

1
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[Casimir.:] All ragtime' tunes. ...... *

^<--

a
I

[Alien:] All ragfcime for Carnival.
/

rcasimir:1 [All ragtime tunes ?] [All ^(arches ?] bluesi songsy.
Kt

/

and all. They don't care about no marches* They want^ to Jump.\

f

[Alien:! What about a cornerstone laying. What would you play? ^
*

-( *

v

[Casimir:] Play sons till you get there. When you get there/
A

[unintelligible] I play "hymns. Play all hymns ,1
.

d .I
I

(Alien'! 1 You start out on a cornerstone laying where? At what 4
I

er»
-^ IT

\

point would you start out? Would you start, out at tlie clubhousej? A ,
.*

/'.r Casimir;] We'd leave from the/Ilub, then go to the church the .. /̂
,<I

1 ft
f

* I

<

nearest to the ground [to lay the stone], I*m gonna leave tliere with
r

a hymn, you See, play most all hymns 'til I get there [unihtelligible]

When they get ready to lay the stone, play a fun6ral march* When tiiey
^ rr^' ". .^,,

bring the stone out, we play a fmiAri-march; "Lead Me, Savior .<jpr^
/

A *

"What a Friend We Have in Jesus," ."Just a Closer Wallt*" ?lay anyorte I

f <1

you want until they've laid that stone. >

f

[Aliens] And tlien after the stone is laid, d6 you stay, at tlie
\i

clmrc'h, or do you go back to the club, or WhAf? v I

*

I
.*

[Casimir.:] No, you be finish at the stone laying, Then you march
I;

.cm bac'k-[there'll be a parade and you make a regular march on back /
/ 1

^

/

to the place. ?] . Most of the time you Just have to lay that stone,

then you're finished, 4

f Alien; 1 How do you get your sheet music for tiie- <

.

[Casimir.2] Hull? *
t

*

I

(Alien:] How do.you get your music for th6 Young Tuicedo? You told
i

t
t
;.

t

me you order that, and sometimes- ?

\ \

<

rcasimir:] I sends off and get my music*

[Alien:] Yeah, but some of it, you told me it was written out by I
<̂!'

.'.>f-

'i
1

s 1^ ."?<.

..a
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a guy. Who would write it out?

[Casimir.! ] Louis Dumaine. [Machine off while Casimir gets receipt & music*]

[Aliens] Louis Dumaine. You pay $4.39 for-that's one arrangement
^

<

\

for a band. [From music house.]
'*

tCasimir:] Two of them.
*

[Aliens] Two of them.
»

T

[Casimirs] "The Eternal Last Rest" and "Eternal Peace."
»

[Allent] Where d^d bumaine get the, idea to arrange things?
./'

[Casimirs] Louis Dumaine, 'he copied some songs to help t'he bands *

out, you know. ' He died. Used to play with the old Tuxedo .

I Alien:] Where would he get these songs that he copied out?
*

fCasimirsl You could buy a little piano copy at the music store like
+»

\

that^ you know and write everybody a little part off, to help them
> , f

out, you see, like. I

[Alien:] I see* Would that "be hymns and songs both^

[Casimir;] He'd buy-get the "hymns out of the hymn.book, too, and 1

*-».
+

^

write them.
/
f

[Alien:] And lie* d buy songs too?/

I

[ Casimir: ] Uh-huh.
4-'/

[Aliens] I never heard any of his songs played; I've only heard the
/

*

^.
/

hymns*

[Casimir.:] He died; you ^noW, Louis Dumaine died* He used to play
t^ jf*^ ':

ac there with Eddie, Jack [in] the old Tuxedo band after he wa.{3 leading
I

/
f

f

the band, [Willie] Pajaud playing solo, Louis would lead, using rtSTlotS^f* +

Louis Madison was with the old Tuxedo, Louis Dumaine was leading the old,

Tuxedo Band-

[Alien:] Oh, yeah.

rcasimirsl In the late days. f

f-

[Alien:] And Celestin wasn't playing at all then? I
+

:./.:.
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[Ca3imir:1 No, Celestin stopped playing with the brass band; Eddie

Jackson was running fine band then, you see.

[Alien:] Oh, I got the Idea now.
</

FCasimirsl Yeah, Louis-like Louis Dumaine was leading the band*Y 1-»

t
*

[Aliens] Now, say, on an average funeral tnow Would ^FOU, how does

that happen? What happens first on a funeral? Where does the band go

to start?
^

*

[Casimir:1 Where the band would start? Usually t'he band would meet ,t'
/

*

at the hall*
/

<

FAllenal They'd meet at the hall*

[Casimir:3 Meet at the hall. [Unintelligible]. . [Wanted to know
>

if he was ready to leave before they was ?] <
f/

[Alien:] And the club and the band-- *

[Casimir.:] The club would be t^ere forming, ready to leave after a /

t. + *

while, to go to the church, undertaker, and get the body* ^

f-

[ Alien:1 Go to the undertaker to get the body, and then?

[Casimirs1 Go tb'the church [unintelligible] [care diamlss ?];

rtiake the rounds with that "second line" [and] fiome on in<

[Alien:] When you go from the "hall to the undertaker, what do you

play? The first piece,'what would be it?

A^

[Casimir:! Well, sometimes play, "West Lawn [Dirge'y coining out with ^

'}L
1

the body, but then [any piece 7] the leader'd fe61 like pulling out» »

you know-"Flee as a Bird" or "Eternal Peace,rt "Last Rest,"-that's
Ji

a good one there; that's a good old [dirge ?]* *

[Alien:] It'd be a funetal march or a hymn, then? t

[Casiminl [Louis , ?] had to play a funeral march, coming out with t,

the body, all kinds of funeral marches. You could play a liynu^ going J

-\
s - t\ ^

to get it, but almost [unintelligible]-"JUst a.Little While to Stay rt

t

Here" or "Lord, Lord, [Lord, ^FpU Sure Been 6ood To M6],*'* [leader could 1*.

.<1

1
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t

say ?] anything you want when you go in to get it, but you got to i

v

play a funeral march coming out with the body .
1

?

[Allea,] And then you take the body to the church. What do you play
f

on the way to the churcli?\
Ik

< f-

fCasimirs] ^Gi'L'Ltake the body where? .f

/

[Alien:] 'From the und<3rtafcer to tlie cliurch »

*

rcasimir:] To the church? Well, you'd play the fun6ral march .all
\

/

the'way, and get on the side and get ready to go take him out and
1

t t

Jl

[bring him witli you ?1 , and tplayl another funeral march-to brin^
him into the church, get teady for [him, play a ?] funeral march &hd

*

bring him out of the church; as. long as you got that body, you got
»

to play a funeral march. After they dismiss that body fh6y play a
hymn? when they come on they start to playing rags. The first hymn

1

[ia played] when the body is gone, dismissed; afterwards [they cart ?].
play hymns or anytliing they want. J /

F Alleni] What would be some of the numbers they'd play after they
leave the cemetery?

»

1

rcasimir:1 Well-
I

rAliens] Just for example-

[Casimir:! Sometimes five or six numbers would bring them all in,
*.'

[Because you hold a number for about two blocks ?].

[Aliens] But after you*d come out, you say you'd play rags, huh? * t

T

rcasimirs] After you play the first hymn. Then when they leave
the body, play the rag, after your hymn.

t
V-

^ f

[AUens] Any old rag would do? Nothing special?
*

rcasimir:] Nothing special.' After your first hymn they'd pick up
.I "Joe*-^ with "Panama Rag" or the blues,"Joe [Averyl19 number" (ot 6 n

*

<

Piece'*], any thing--(seats)-anything you'd, feel like, after you
Jplayed the hymn* .»

*i
'.t

t
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[Alien:1 Now, what about a "banquet"? Do brass bands ever play
r

"banquets"? f

[Casimirsl I played a "banquet" with Wooden Joe [Nicholas] and them,

but it looks like they don't have that any more* - /

*,^

[Alien; 1 Was that Wooden Joe *s brass band, or dance band?
^3 1.

[Casing,] -^".dance band played a ...an^t", .ive or six pi.ces
^ "t-

*

f

at the Liberty Hall down there played (a "banquet New Hall, they call ^

a1

it, down on Alien and New Orleans [Streets]* It was at Pefserver-^nce
.t/

-»

*

Hall I played the "banquet-" But you don't have that no more» for
^

*

a long time no^» They call them banquets (Anglicized pronunciation]
' k.

now* t

/

[Aliens 1 What about De De [Pierce]? Did you ever work with De De?

[Casimir.;] Yeah? De De used to lead my brass band.
/

/ t

[Alien:! Is that right? *

I.

[Casimir'.s.l Yeah. tunintelligible] * He was a nice little trumpet
f

player [unirttelligible] got his own self blind;
J *

doctor told him he ought to make him take treatments; he wouldn't*
t.

I don't know if he's playing at all now»
>

[Aliens] I think he could, if Tie-
f

Jf

[Casimirsl He could?
I

[ Alien:1 He could play, I think, if he'd get straight you know, but
* ^

1

Tie and Billie are so-Just let themselves go; they're botli Sickk t

[Casimirsl [Unintelligible]. >1

I
/

^t.

[Alien i1 What about 1566 6pct [Elmer Talbert]? 1.

4*

f /*

. ^

[Casimiril Coo Coo died/ you know* »

i

[Alien:] Yeah* DidJyou play with him; fever? i" t-

{»

!>
1.k

s 1

[Casimir;] Coo Coo used to play with the Tuxedo Band with m6* 1
^

..1
*

?

fAlien:1 What would he play, first at second? /
^

> t .I
t. *

t *
f. .t

<

[Casimir.:] Trumpet, carried the lead* \
n

I <*
*

I

v-^
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[Alient1 He'd play lead, too. *

\

rcasimir:1 Coo Coo was-a good old trumpet.player-Talbert. Coo Coo
.k

was a good trumpet.
f

(Aliens] I liked him with mutes, too; he was good with mutes. NOW,
t

say you're playing a parade: how do you choose Which number you're
4

going to play?
*

* I

[Casimir:1 Well, you Just tell the leader [or the one who ipicks them^/"

/
»

say, ["Pick a number, pick up Joe" ?]-(scafc^) [Unintelligible]*
f

^-
[Alien: ] Who would request it, though? Who would ask for numbers?

.t

[Casimir^] Different fellows would ask for numbers in ^tlie band. \.

1.

[Alleni1 The guys in the band, then?
.t

I

[Casimirsl Yeah, the players; [tIie players would go, ?]
»

"Play 'Lady Be Good',"
.k I

[Alien;] What ata3Ut the members of the club? Would thi6y ask for 1

numbers? *

1

[Casimir;1 Sometimes they ask for them* t.

[Alien:] Grand matshal?

[Casimirs 1 Oh, yeah, the grand marshal asked up to play numbers for
t"-",t^L<!>l^^ A F

tHem. [Unintelligible]. t

/
/

[ Alien :1 What does the "second line" lik^ to hear? ^

t\^r^y h ^)r VUL^- *[ Casimir:] Oh, they like them Wheepeie ^Wdfra. /
*

I

^

[Allent] They like that-
I

t

[Casimir.!] .(Seats) They likes that. I'll bet it [i3 what is] making I

f

that record going over good, too* *

..>
[Aliens] Oh, yeah, I think that does.

I

[Casimirtl' My sister-in-law works dcwn by [at] Grant's. She gays f

all them people come in [and say]^ "Where you get the records?" She

say, "Right over there." *

i
t. t

t

'.^1
I

'. f w.
f #
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[Alien,:] They're selling them at?- f

*

[Casimir.;] Ten cent store-Grants, somewhere down there-Metoyer,

huh?

rf

[Alien:] McCrory's, that's wliat it is» 1
^

rcasimirsl They're selling them, too-four dollars. And I meanf

people are buying them *
I

/

[Alien:.! Well, they're sure worfh it. ^
+

rriasimirs] Nice record* I'm glad that man making money.
>r

[Aliens] Yeah; well/ fhey'll make more records, you know.
.f

[Casimiri] -Theytre really selling it^ fhough. That malce us fe&l »

better*
»

f

[Alien:] That'll be good for you, man.*
.r

.t

fCasimir;1 Yeah, [in the long run, might get a little change back ?].
t

[Like to get his money back ?]*
f

[ Alien i] Did you know Johnny Metoyer? *

[ Casimir: ] Who that?

[Alien:] Johnny Me toy er?
*

rcasimir:] Johnny Metoyer [Me-twoi-yah]?

[Alien:! Metoyer-"Me-twoi-yali^" is that how you [say it]? <

rcasimirsl What he was president of the Zulus?
t

[Aliens] Yeah.
*l

I

rcasimiril Johnny Metoyer [Me-twoi-yali] .

[Aliens] That's how you pronounce "his iiatne, Metoyer?
t.

I

rcasimirs] Jolinny Metoyer.' He died. He was the best president
/

Zulus ever had, at least ever since John Son-Johnny Metoyer*

[Alien.:] Would he be the grand mars'hal at the parades?
1i

[Casimir;] He was the president of the Zulu. 1

*

[Alien:] But he wouldn't march in front o£ the band? 1

.t

[Casimir.:] No-sometimes,. but he didn't care abciut that; th6 Jpresident .T

r A.
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would ride in an automobile*

[Aliens 1 Who was the best gtand marshal you think you ever saw, for

really stepping and strutting?
^

[Casimir:] Well, tTiey liad a fellow tlney called Son Carter around, he

was a [good fellow ?] for the Tulane [(?3jUb] * There's a pretty good
p

one around here now. A big fellow called Preston, he was a good grand
*

marshal? he died. i

{Aliens] And what makes a good grand marshal? How do they do it? , r.>
I n

fit t *

[Casimiri] Make the "second line," "Get on back.- [Get l^at=^^r4 ?] t-

*I

and make them'on the side. [Didn*t need no (unintelligible) Whfen
t

Preston speaking ?]. "Get on tlie side,' he'd t6ll them? they'd get

on the side, too. [Unintelligible], Big, fat fellow named Preston.

Keep that "second line" back* But I don't know^-over the river they
J

hav^ better conduct thdh down on this side, because everybody would
b /^<̂ /

^7<^y^c

get [on the bai^d ^ [Those fellows would walk all ov^r every1-
f

*

where ?]; can't blow your Ttorn.

[Aliens] The "second line," I think, sometimes cut'up too.
< r

<

tCasimirs] oh,yeah, they fight and everything, that "second line." *
+

[Aliens 1 Do they fight as much as they used to? ^

H
v

FCasimir:] No.

[Alien;] It used to be worse?
t-

*

rcasimir:] [It used to be an uptown fellow couldn1t come downtowri ?]»

[all kin4 of- ?]. Got civilized, tliat's what; got civilized-

»]^C r?.i 1

[Alien Guess they* d ?f knock you iti the head. What did they'hit *
\

each other with? s

\

[Casimirs] Huh? 1

.t.

f

^

f Aliens ] What would they hit each ofher with?
/L

A
*

FCasimirsl Bricks and sticks and everything*
.;

[Alien:1 Oh/ yeah? f

./

I
n

<
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tCa3imir:1 Yeah, fight like dogs-
I-

[Alien.:] Did they use knives?

[Casimirsl Sometimes used knives, cut you, and shoot you, .too; t&ke
f

an old broom handle, beat you all up.\
.

[Alien:] I see them walk around with a chair leg, every once in a
»

while.
I

rcasimir:] Huh? .i

t *

[Alien:] I see guys walking around witli a chair leg every onc6 in*

a while*

[Casimirs] ' Them guys fighfc with anything.
*

[Alien:] What about umbrellas? Could they hurt you witti one of
^

^

those?

[Casimlr.s] Umbrellas? Yeah, they fight wifh umbrellas, too* That
/

side line, see they have umbrellas and everything, "second line"

behind the Jolly fttinch and all them [unintelligible] .

t/a-^kan;[Alien st That Jolly Bunch lias ancy dress, too. !1
Ik

rcasimiri] Yeah, that's about the bfeSt club we got in the'city no\^, .r-

J
1;

1

the Jolly Bunch-only good club, it look 11'ke, the Jolly fiiinch* But ^

.3/

-.}
the Tulane [is] getting back on it^ feet again now, you See-^-yeah, 1

*

the Tulane. Since Frank Smith been tending to it, th^y*f^ really
t

-t

coming-out with the [unintelligible} he1s really bringing them out. T

"K ^^They ^ot an anniveteary on t^ie last Sunday in March; ^lie Tulane
I-

I
- L

(Aliens] Do you think the clubs are going to lasf:, continue on?

[Casimir.i] It looks like it. Tulane Club, [well, it*s ?] getting ^
I
*

J
* +

back on its feet again. * »

I

[Aliens] Do you think brasa bands are going to continue-on-for a t
»

^
<.

f f

little while?
1-.

\
/

rcasimirt] I don't believe the brass bands will continue on lon^-" -1,

.1.

couple of more years? looks like the youngsters don't want to leaf n . . 'i: ".'i
rf

1
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brass bands; they don't want to learn' it, don't want to learn.
.t

»

no /

[Alien:] But the clubs want them-the young guys in the clubs, they
like brass bands, huh?

I

rcasimira] Yeah, but the fellows who learn that^music don't want to .
^^

^

Ht - Don't want to learn tliat lead:n^ learn? all they want to play is 'btei-bop.^

^ \}V- 6/8 march, don't want to play that. Got to learn them 6/8*
A<'

r.
on a

t

[Alien:1 Well, ,1 think our time has Just about run out. I think 1 f

good story ^fl/^ t^jU^^.it'll make a

[Casimir.:] I hope 'it do .

[Allen:1 Maybe something will come out of it some day; you never /

know wliat will turn up.
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