






































































































































Interview with Willie Hightower page & l{

(on Al Wynn [tape] Reel II)
May 29, 1958
[Bolden and Bunk Johnson materiall
I don't know who booked him in New York, but they got Bechet for
him -- formed a band a went to Los Angeles, see —-
0221 WR: I just wondered how Bunk played when he was real young -- did
you ever hear him play parades, how was he on parades?
WH: Well, I don't know about parades. The most I knew about him
was that dance band and most of those men were old men.
WR: Yeah.
WH: And he played at the Carpenters’ Hall downtown.

)235 WR Oh, the Carpenters'-—-—

WH: Yeah, yeah, [see?], they always play -- he didn't play uptown

at all.

WR: Uh-huh.

WH: All he -- And all that band stayed downtown, see--
WR: Yeah.

WH: And as I said, they were all French, see, uh --

1244 WR: It was Superior Band, I think.
WH: Yeah, Superior Band was the name of the band. That was the
band.
WR: Do you remember anything about Bolden? Then I'm going to
stop talking to you, I'm not going to make you talk anymore if you
can just tell a little bit about Bolden if you remember when you

heard him [or?] --

WH: Just enough to know that about, I don't know how long it was,

but just about the time I got -- 1T wasn't old enough to play with



Interview with Willie Hightower page $’1C259
{on Al Wynn [tape] Reel II)
May 29, 1958
[Bolden and Bunk Johnson materiall
him, see. But he was playing at a place called the Lincoln Park--
WR: Uh-huh.
0267 WH: --That's around Carrollton Avenue --
WR: Yeah --
WH: They used to have Buddy Bolden used to go up in a balloon.
Man used to go up in a balloon and cut it loose.

WR: Buddy Bottley that was -

WH: Buddy Bottley, that's - that's what it was -

WR: I've heard -- I never saw it, but -
WH: Yeah —— Well, uh, he was playing an advertisement for that

Lincoln Park for that Sunday at Melpomene and Dryades, right by
that -- what's that a market, used to be a market —-
WR: Yeah, the old Dryades market, it's still there.
WH: §EStill there.
WH: 8Still there?
WR: Still there, yeah.
WH: Yeah, well, on Melpomene.

0294 WR: Uh-huh, Melpomene and Dryades.
WH: Well, he blew his brains out right there.
WR: Playing an advertisement for the Lincoln Park.
WH: Yeah, in the furniture wagon.
WR: In a wagon?

WH: Yeah, that's the way they used to advertise in [those days?]

WR: Yeah, that's right.
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Interview with Willie Hightower page ﬁf "/;7
(on Al Wynn [tape] Reel II)

May 29, 1958

[Bolden and Bunk Johnson material]

WH: In the furniture wagon, horse and wagen., And he never was no
more good - he had taken sick and they take him to the hospital --
never was no good and shortly after that, he died.

WR: Uh-huh.

WH: But, I didn't realize, but they said all after Freddie [Keppard]
come up and started to playing, they said -- they, we trying to say
Freddie was great, but they say he was the greatest one that they
was.

WR: Bolden-—-?

WH: Bolden. That's right.

WR: Yeah.

WH: Said he was the greatest. He could make the highest notes.

WR: You think Freddie Keppard was about the greatest you ever
remember hearing there now?

WH Yeah. That is, for playing ragtime music.

WR: Yeah, ragtime.
WH: Yeah, rag —- we didn't call it no "jazz" then, you sece, because

everything was Scott Joplin then.

WR: Yeah.

WH: See, and all --we played all Scott -- anytime any musicians
could play Scott Joplin's -- I got the books.

WR: Oh yeah, I have [ 2]

WH: I got twelve numbers in the books, isn't it? Well, everyone

of Scott Joplin's numbers, from "Maple Leaf Rag" to "Cascades" [i.e.,
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he wasn't able, so he called my wife up and asked me to come down,
and I held the job over there for --
WR: Uh-huh.
0391 WH: --him and Joe Glaser. Joe Glaser had the place.
WR: Yeah, [that's right. Joe [had it?]
WH: That's right. And so I held the job for Joe, and me and Joe
was good friends because Freddie was only friends, I feel like, on
business associations with Freddie--
WR: Yeah.
WH: -because he did work in my lawn grounds for me, see--
WR: Oh-huh.
WH: I owned the -~ uh, uh-- pleasure grounds and dance and lawn
parties and things, and I give their band more credit of bringing
0411 people in the place, see other than that. &And, after we come here, why,
then we -- I found out he was with Charlie Cooke and so I knew Charlie
Cooke from TExas, see, before he ever come into New Orleans. And
he stopped in New Orleans a while, then he went on back to Texas
and then he come on this part of the country and made good, see.
WR: Yeah.
WH: But, uh, other than that, why, in playing, why, I think Freddie's
just about as great as they come.

WR: Sorry I never got to hear him.

WH" Yeah.

WR: I don't want to take more of your time because I know you have






