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;‘  L Zeno: | " You don't understand?

" |Russell: J No, I ﬁever did learn French, _If you could tell us your name first, so
‘we'll have that on the tape.
| Zenos J Right now?
[Bussel;:J Yes.
. [Zeno: | You want my name now?
[Russell: | Yes, yes.
L Zeno: | | ‘Well, in English, huh?
"[Russell: ] Yes.
L%eno:] Well, my name is Alice~-my maiden name you want or?--
!LRusséllzj Yes, that'd be good too--your maiden name and then your--
[ Zeno: J Alice Willia~-Alice Williams Zeno.
 'ﬁLRussell:J Uh-huh, And your married name was Zeno, then?
[ Zeno: J Yeah; Zeno; Lewis Zeno. LMrs.J.Henry Lewis Zeno was my married name, and
‘_my maiden name was Alice Williamse

|Russells] Can you tell us how old you are now?

L Zeno: | Well now, I'm, I'll be ninety-four years old in four months--five months
from now,

{Lewiss | Ninety-five.

[Russell ' | : ;

and Zeno: ] Huh?
‘|Lewis: ] - Ninety-five.
[Zeno: | Ninety-four, I'm ninety-four now.
- LRussell: ] You're ninety-four now?
- | Zeno: | | Yes.
. LRussell:J Where were you born, right on, in the city or outside?
[ Zeno: ] Irwas born on St, Claude Street between Kerlerec and Columbus, right here
in this city. Well, this is not the citylAlgiers).
[Russell: | Yes.

L Zeno: | On the other side of the river.
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[Russell:] Over there--I still think of it over there, too.

L Zenos: J On St. Claude Street, you knowe

|Russell:] Your birthday?--

[ Zeno: | Is the seventh of Junes
-[Russell:l June--yeah, I remembered.that; I wanted to gef it on here, too,
‘[Allen:]  The seventh ﬁf June? What year was that?
| Zenos: | In 186L.

[Alen: ] 1864 1 see.

Lzenoéj Oui, in 186k.
© [Allen: | I seee

[Lewis: | Make her ninety-five.
1Russell:] Was the, was the war (Civil War] on then? You wouldn't remember, of course.
Do you remember, Dick, when the war was over? [1865]

[ Zeno: | The was was over--

LRussell: ] About April, wasn't it?
‘-LZeno:J The war was over, you Know; everything was all right, settled for the
month of April, and I was born in the month.of Juneo,
[Russell: ] Yes, that's what I thought.

LZeno: | - There's jﬁst about three months or four months difference, three months
 after everything was settled. | |
'€.LAllen:J t sees , ‘ .
,LRussell:J Can you remember your parents and your grandmother, too--you told me about
your grandmother once.

| Zeno: | If I remember my grandmother? Oh, Lord, yes; yes-~if I remember ﬁy grandmother !
Seems like she's right in front of me nowe. And T miss her; I miss her. OShe was a
hundred one year and fifteen days when she died.

(Russell: ] Hundred and one l--well, you may make that, too.

[ Zeno: ] Oh, Mr, Russelld

|Russell: ] I hope you do.

| Zenos J No, no, I don't hope that 'cause--
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|Russell: | If you're well--unless you're well, there's n6 heed to want to.livé.
éHZBno:J Yes, if I was well.
[Russell:] You look well.
; V[Allen:] When did your grandmother die?
-V'LZeno:_l‘ She died on the fifteenth day of January, and she was one huﬁdr_ed and one
- yeér on the first of January.
[Lewis: ] 1910.
. L Zeno: | She died a hundred and one year and fifteen days.
... lMlen:]  She diéd in 1910, then?
.'LZeno:J " Huh? | ~
;-LAllenaj' ' 1910, George saySe
lZeno:)]  Was it?
}'[Lewis=J © 1910, yea. :
" |Russell: | Well, you remember her, then, real well?
[Lewis: J Oh, yes, I remember her well, Bill.,
;-[Russell:] You told me once she taught you some Senegalese(Probably Wolof (spelling?)],
‘theAAfrican language, a few words?
? tZeno:J Some words, yes, 'cause I used, you know, used to be right by her all the
; time; oh, I idolized my grandmother. And she spoke her, her mother's language, but
my mother and my avnt and them, they didn't want to hear that.
_‘.FLAllen:] Uh-huh.,
L Zeno: | But me, I would be right there by her. And I tell her, "Gagan"--because
 . I didn't call her grandmother, called her "Gagan"--I séy, "Gagan, tell me, tell me."
. And she would tell me. And somefimes she say, "Abadral|spelling? |"--that means "good
for nothing." That's Senegal.
- |Allen:]  Uh-huh.
[Russell:] What was good morning? You told me that, I think, once.
[Zeno:] ~ "Sal-le-come sayrum,-géi&ﬁacome sayrum" is "Good morning, everybody."

|Russell:] Uh-huh. And another thing I was wondering about--these folks that you

.- worked for once up at Newcomb College came down to get a recipe of that pudding that

you made.



. HEEL I
"' NOVEMBER 14, 1958

[ Zeno: ] Oh, yes; but the poor man died fifteen days after I had seen hime-
[Russell: ] Oh. |
- [ Zeno: | And he never come back to get any more. -

[Russell: | What kind of pudding was that? That dbesn;t have anything to do with
. our music, but I was just interested, I wondered though, just-- |
| Zeno: ] The pudding?

[Russell: | What was it made of?
'.?LZeno:J The pudding, that kind of pudding was painpatat [French, potato bread].
.fqtato-—not potato pudding, though; it was just_like potéto pudding, but it's grated,
you know, and you got to éut bleck pepper in there, a good deal of black pepper--
"[‘paiqpatat, they called it.

“[Russell: | Anything else much? Something to make it?--
ﬂLZeno:] Oh, yes, uh-huh.
"'|Russell: | Sugar to make it sweet?

L Zeno: | Sugar. and ‘egg and butter--no=-

[Lewis:] Milk,

| Zeno: | Milke

[Lewis: J Yeah.

. |Russell:] Milk.

7__ L Zeno: J Yeah; milk and pas de beurre=-~no butter.
‘LRussell:J Do you bake it in an ovem or put.it on top of the stove?
 _LZeno:J ‘ Bake it in oven; slow,.you knowo
|Russell: | Is this just ordinary potato--white potato, not sweet potato?
| Lewis: | Sweet pétatoes.
L Zeno: | Sweet potatoes.
[Russell: | Oh, sweet potatoes,
" | Zeno: ] Oh, yes, sweet potatoes.
~|Russell:) On, I didn't get that.

L Zeno: | Sweet potatoes, not Irish potatoes,
[Russell:| Yeah, sweét potatoes.



~ ALTICHE ZiNOs -5-
CREEL I
NOVEMBER 1k, 1958
- [Zeno: J Sweet potatoes. It was called painpatat.
[Russell: ] * And they had that in. Africa, then, too?
. L Zeno: | Oh, yes; that's they|their] food. Yes, oh yes,
[Mlen:]  How much potato do you use?
"[Zenozl'_- Well, it depend on the sige, on the quantity you want to make, you know.
[Russell:] Oh, Georgé can make it, then, too? |
[Lewis: ] Yeah, I can make it; I used to make it.
lLZeno:J Yeah, George--
[Russell: | - Someday when I. come back--
1Zeno: ] Yeah, George ought to know how,"cau§e I used to--you know me, I like to cook.
ALRussell:J Uh-huh.
[ Zeno: J That's why I fuss with George all the timeg George don't want me to cook--
he don't want me to do nothing. I'm ninety-four, but I'm not crippled. Do I look
like crippled?
' |Russell: ] Nope; vou look well,
E [ Allen: ] Healthy, Y
lLZeno:] I Just can't-get about. fast like I used to be, what you call so fast and
.ieVB£ything. But now, course I have to take my time; I, I balance like this;
“ lAllen:]  Uh-huh, |
. | Zeno: J But I can do--make me so made.
[Russell:] Were any of your family musicians-~-that is, your grandfather or father: did

+ they play anything or sing music?

_"LZeno:J Oh, not that I know of; no, my father was, my father was a, a cigar maker.
{Lewis: | Cigar maker.
" LZeno: ] And my grandfather, I never knew him,

', lRussell:] Yeah.
ﬁZeno:J I don't remember LhimJ, but I remember my grandmother good--just like I
. was looking at you. Oh, I wish she was here.

[Allen: | What did she sing, your grandmother?
|Russell:] Did she sing around the house like you do? Any little song?
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~fLZeno:] | Oh, sometimes she'd sing, but I don't remember it. She was too busy;
she had so many grandchildrens, y&u know,
J;lRussells] Yes,
lZeno:]- ~ And she took such interest in her childrem; she, oh, she took interest in
. eXplaining you things and showing you things, and telliné you about the weather--when
it was gonna, tﬁe weather was gonna change; she was just like a good astronomer, she
iéould tell you. You know, we all wash--my parents, my mother and aunts and thgm—-
" and she'd come and look up, and she say, "You all cam make your starch today." "But
the--what'did--Mama, but, but lﬁok, the weather." "Make your starch." Then she look
.up, she say, " 'Bout such an hour, we'll have an 'enbaillee|spelling?)." "Enbaillee"
means, you know, the weather changing.
|Russell: ] : was interested to know how you learned all the different languages you
speak; where you went to school first; and then, how you learned your French and German
" and all, |
tZenm:]'l Well, the'French»-I learned the French, you see, with the people my
mother--when I_Was born, my mother was working, and as soon as she could go back on
the job she took me. And the Miss Mazerat--they had me in the house like a child,
:'white child; they didn't want my mother to have anything to do with me. And they spoke
nothing but French to me; I was--
.f | Allen: ) Their name wgs Dureau?
- | Zenos J ‘Mazerat.
[Allen: | Mazerat.
{ Zeno: | Mazerat. And I was fully four; five years that I spoke nothing but French;
I didn't know nothing, no Creole, no other language but French. And that's how I
- got it so goods 4And I kept on with the Frenchman, kept on, 'cause I like French,
'L Allen: J Uh-huh.
L Zeno: | Then, I worked with the Gascons, too.
- lA1len: |  Oh.
'(LRussell:J When did you learn German? You said vou learned German and Spanish, too,

didn't you?

N
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[ Zeno: 4 Well, that was from Mrs. W. W. K'ng; you know--yes.
|Russell:'] That was Grace King's folks?

[ Zeno: ] Grace King, GraceKing, Grace Elizabeth King,

" JRussell: ] Where did she live when you worked for her?

| Zeno: |’ Well, when I went there, they lived on Rampart between Common and Canal,

[iewis:] Canal,

{Russell
and

‘Allen:] . Canal, yeah.

[Russell: | About where Elks Place is, along?~--

< | Zenos J Oh, yes; they had Mrs. T. J. Semmes across the street; Mrs. McCall, Mrs.

Morris--but all them people moved, you know, uptown, because the neighborhood had

gotten to be so bad, -

[Russell:] Well, what kind of work did you do when you worked for them; did you

cook for them or?--

[ Zeno: | No, no, I was housegirl and maid for Miss Nina King.

(Russell: | Yeah,

[ Zeno: | Nina's the youngest one; I don't know if she;s alive; I know Miss Annie
died. But Miss Nina wss a debutante then, and I was her maid, and did the upstairs
worke |

Russell: ] Yes.,

.LAllen: | We'll have to play this for Dick King; he's related to them.

{Russell:] Oh, yeah?

| Allen: | And ask him about it; he'll enjoy it. I know a relative of Mrs. King's.

L Zeno: | Of Mrs. who?

[Allens | Mrs. King.

[ Zenos | A relative of Mrs. King?

LAllen: ] Yes; we'll havé to play this for him;-he'll enjoy hearing about the
family, You probably know things nobody else can remeﬁbey.

| Zenos | Well, Mrs. King was a Miss Miller--Tom Miller--cic j.ad tve Vi L Ers--

| A1lLen: ] Uh=~huhe.
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[ Zeno: ] Henry and Tom Miller.

A\

|Allen:]  Uh-huh.

’

L Zeno: ] And Mr, Tom had three children: Miss Grace and Tom and Annie, And tﬁey

'_were called Grace Miller, Brace King Miller, and the other cne was Branch, |Branch?]

- |Blanche?] King Miller.

|Russell:] Oh, yes, I've heard that name before. I'm wondering--
| Zenos | The judgé, the judge, then--Fred--
“|Russell:] You.told me about the people, this lady you-worked.for at Tulane, or at
. Newcomb College-=that one time she found you reading some boolks she didn't like?
' LZeno: ] That was Mrs. King. |
[Russell:] Oh, is that yho it was? 1 didn't know; I thought it was the other people.
7f[Zen9:] No, no, that was Mrs. King, | . |
[Russell:] Oh,
f LZeno:] Sarah Miller was her name.
[Allen: ]  And you, you read how many languages?
‘[ Zeno: ] Un peﬁ, comme Si, comme ca. I understand pretty good.
| [Allen: ] In French?
; | Zeno: ] French. Well, you see, when I was working at Mrs. King's, they had--it
A‘wasn't a school; it was Jjust like you and I is conversing here.,
LHussgll:] Yea.
.‘LZeno:] They had Mrs. Chatfroaix|spelling? ]-~you must have heard of that name,
- Chaffroaix?
Lﬁmssellzl I'm not sure, maybe.
lZeno: ] And then they had Mrs. Ledoux, and Mrs. T. J. Semmes, you know; and they'd
speak--when that day, that day, that day;was there just like conver, conversing. It
"was--if it was French, they had an old lady they called Madame Girard--she was French--
. and Charles Gayarre. |
[Allen: ] -Oh, yes, yes; he's a famous man, a historian.
[ Zeno: ] Charles Gayarre? |

[ Alen: ] Very famous man.
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[ Zeno: ] You knew?--
. [Allen:] I've read his books.
| Zeno: ] Charles. Weli, it was nothing but French. ‘And then the next day, it was
'{ maybe the Spanish class. Well, That was Capitan "Escheviser"tspelliné?]. Nothing but
Spanish, nothing-~they speak t6 me in Spanish, I--the language of the class ﬁhat ;as
going on. And Herman.Gérstner-—Herman Gerstner teaches--it must be his grandson that
| is teaching at Tulane. |

|Russell:] Yes, I've heard that name. )
.LZenoz] Yes, Herman Gerstner. Well then, [with] him, it was Spanish--German.
(Russell:] Uh-huh,
| Zeno: ] And nothing but German, nothing but German, They'd call me and they'd
speak to me in German and ask me things in German--no other language but that lan--

the language of that day.
-((Russell:] So you had to learn all of those languages, too? \

[ Zeno: ] When I--you know, young--I was, I was young and foolish; I'd laugh. And
"~ one day-E§;; Graéé told me, "Hal, 'tite fille! You have an qpportunity of learning
things that you will never be able to pay for, and yop're there giggling and giggling."
. And .after a while I, I say, "Well, I thing Mﬁgg Grace is right. Let me stop giggling
and pay attention to what, to the/ppportunity that I have." So there's where I begin
- to catch on--a little German, a little Spanish~--oh, well, I knew French well,
LAlleq:] When did you learn English? When did you learn English?
; [ Zeno: | Well, with everybody. Y
" [Russell:] Did your folks speak inglish--your mother and--to you?

[ Zeno: ] Ooch, no, no; oh, my gfrandmothér didn't speak English at all.

[ Lewis: ] Talking about your mother.
: I.Zeno;.] Eh?

[Lewis: ] Talking about your mother.

[Russell:] Did your mother learn to--did she speak English, too?

[ Zeno: ] Oh, my mother spoke a little English, you know, but her real language

was Creole and French.
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oo LRussell:] Would you rather speak French, even now? Would you, today?
'.‘LZenO; ] ~ Oh, now?
.- |Russell: ] Uh-huh.
. LZeﬁoi] Oh, yes. _
i.'Rus_sell:] Somebody-~either Ge:)rge or you or somebody--told me .once thét you think
: in _Fren‘ch; I don't know how that works exactly, because I only know English. But do
R you-—when_ you think .of things, does the French go through your head? |
[ Zeno: ] French, French--well, sometime, some things I car;'t bring out in English.
{Russell
: and’
Allen: ] Uh-huh. |
| Zeno: ] And when I get to fussing with him, when he make me mad, I take my French,
_And he just looks at me and laughs. He ought to speak French, because I spoke Frer}ch
MY F

to him all his babyhood. My--Sidney, my nephew that I raised from the age of ten did
and all, all, I spoke French to--Creole. But they took that English. |
[]Russe]__l:] Yes. Well, everybody around now has to have the English, so-- ! '
LZeno:] But when they make me mad I take, I take my language. ‘CM(( . 5f aaf< Ff’Cnc/a .:
lA1len:]  So you spoke English when you were five years old?
L Zenos ] No, I spoke nothing but French,
[Allen: ] Uh-huh. Well, when did you start English?
-. [ Zeno: ] Nothing but French. Well, after I grew, you knowge
- [Allen: ] After you got. grown, |
' Vi i‘c i :

| [Zeno: ] with other childrens; but most of fhe time--I was a good size--I

- spoke, ;ﬂ:‘d speak French to them., They'd speak Creole to me; I understood it, but I
didn't ppeak it. It was just after I grew older and older, and [had] childrens, that
I begin to. But I always did prefer French.

. |Russell:] Did you know any little songs, French songs, or folk songs when you were

young; do you remember any of those songs you heard?

[ Zeno: J . Well, 1 was just telling Beorge; I say, "George, as many as I knew, I just

can't remember nothing." Now, I can remember, but that's not French; it's "Comme

Jamaique'--Jamaica.
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(Zeno:]  And "Jamaique."
[Lewis:] That's Jam--~

" |Russell: | You told me-- :

—

" | Zeno: | HaiA from Haiti.

|Lewis:] From Haiti.

LZeno: | Haiti, Haiti.

- |Lewis:] Well, that's a Creole, that's Creole.

| Zeno: J What?

[Lewis:] Haiti.

LZeno: | Haiti is Creole?

[Lewis: J  Yesmo

|Allen: ] Yes, theﬁ have a Creole [dialect] down there.
lZeno: ]  Haiti?

LLewis and
Allen: | Uh=huhe

‘that I know is mostly mixed-up.

{Allen:] Uh-huh.

" {Zeno: ] Yes, I believe it is. Because I'll tell you--the French, the French song

[Zeno: | [ Sings |-~ s ta pa, ta pa"--well, that's Crdole.

lAllen:j Uh~huh,

L Zeno: | [ Sings j==" "—-that's Creole.

[Allen: ] Uh~huh.

[ Zeno: | [SingsJ-=" "—-that's Creole.

iAllen:J Uh—huh. Well, what is that song about?

LZeno: | Well, it was when they had the revolution in Haiti, Haiti,

lAllen: ] Uh-huh.

Frma/é ? E(/ 5}‘5’3

" L Zeno: | And they, they had ‘the.Pxince Jeffoirev\and he had to come

you know, to help them out, because they were starving--starving, the
_ , E“"\ Coim
starving. You notige they say ["La ench, la french"? |--that means,

A R el e B - .‘:;\ - -

as they call it,

toldo for them--

mothers were

"Hunger killed
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. lAden:] ' Uh-huh.
' [Russellt ] Oh, uh-huba
_i.:[Allen:J Do you know any other songs that you remember from way back?
';"[Zeno:J Ah, it's hard for me to bring them--
I [Russell: ] You told me last year that sometime you sing to yourself when you're
" working around the house to keep from being lonesome, |
.[Zeno:l When I was young, that's all I passed my time in., And work, hard, hard,
hard. I'did nothing but shirts for Mr. Villere and all them people--shirts only--
and I had the yard lined with shifts. All day the lady next door they, they sew, and
’ they used to put their machines by the, by the window--
l  [Russell: ] Yeah. o
L Zeno: ] To listen--to hear me sing.
" [Mllen:] Uh-huh.
" [ Zeno: ] And-all day long. And one day one ofvthe.ladies said, "When I leave, I
always hear you say, 'Oh, I hungry.' I never hear you say 'I'm tired,!'" Irsay,
) "Well, I'm never tire@." Sing, sing, sing, sing, sing, sing all day.
"i‘ [Russell: | That kept you from getting tiréd?
L Zeno: ] | Well I don't know; it was--. But I did love to sing then.
o lAllen: ] Did you sing séngs about being hungry?
--[Zeno:J No, no,.I didn'te.
[Allen: | I thought maybelyou did.]
: ‘a_LZen0:J I sing just what would come to my mind, but I'd sing, work like a little
:ﬁ 'hoss, like a machine, | |
[Allen: ] .Is "Eh La Bas" an old song or a new song?
lZeno:] . sir?
' [Russell: ] Do you know that song, "Eh, La Bas", "A La Ba"?
[Allen: | Is that new or old?
L Zeno: ] "Eh, La Bas"?
 |Russell

and
Allen: ] Uh-huh.
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[Russell: ] Some of the bands play it, even; Georgeis band plays it, and Slow Drag

|pavageau]-~

_‘LAlleniJ

Sing it to her, George; you're a better songster than any of us.

- . [Russellt] Slow Drag sings the music.

[Allen:]
" [Zeno: ]

" [Russell
© and

- Alen:]

. " [ Zeno: |

lAllen: ]
[Lewis: ]
[ Zeno: ]

[Allen: |
L Zeno: ]

[Lewis: |
L Zeno: |

- LLewis: ]
[Allen: ]
LZeno: |

[Lewis: ]
| Zeno: ]

(Allen: ]

lZeno: ]

You don't know the words?

"Eh Ta Bas" means,; "Hey, over there."

Uh-huh, yeah.

That's Creole.

So you know "Mo'li] Pas Lemmie Ca"? '

Yes, sir; that's a Carnival song.

"Mo! pas lemrie ca, mo' pas lemme ca"--you see, I can't ge that together.
Uh-huh. |
[Sings]--" , mo' pas lemie ca, letc.]"
Uh-huh; that's a, that's a Carnival song.

Yeah, Carnival song.

Yeah.

Carnival, huh?

Uh-huh. -

Yeah, sure.

Oh, yes.

Uh-huh,

Carnival song.

" |[Fussell: ] Bo you remember what the Carnival was like when you were a girl; did they

have Carnival then?

(Zeno: ]

Oooh, different Carnival than now--oooh.

[Russell: | What was it like?

|Zeno: |

Oh, it was really lively, worth following., Because I have a cousin just

died--Tati ain't dead a year, eh?

|Lewis: ]

Just about a year.



/

TTOLL VALY L

REEL I

—-Lip=

NOVEMBIR 1L, 1958

LZeno:]

of them; and they'd go round and they'd dress as women and they'd, they'd sing

Well, he was one of them. He had lal] band, about six or sometime twelve

'"Fon, fon [etce["

| Lewis: ]
LAllen;J

.[Zeno:J

: ‘LAllen;]

{Lewis: ]
| Zenos J
[Lewis: |

| Zenos ]

that was busy, they'd run and say, "Here come Tati's band,"

Uh-huh.

And did Tati.play ﬁusic? |

No; he'd mask, 6h, but he'd--

Mask?

Yeah, mask.

Lively, lively; whenever you'd hear that--

[Unintelligible] .

People would say--people would run, you know; those old folks, even those

very lively. Oh, he made a good, good Mardi Gras.

fAllen:]
| Zeno: ] _
{Allen: ]

[ Zeno: |

" (Allent]

| Zeno: |
|Allen: |
| Zenos ]
[Allen: J
[Lewis: |
' | Zenos J
. [Lewis: ]
[ Zeno: |
| [Allen: ]

| Zeno: |

around the neighborhod—childrens wasn't studying about devilment like they do now--

Do you know a song called “Quana Ma Ta Petit"?
"Quand Ma fa Petith?

Uh~-huh.

Uh-uh, I don't‘remembqg that,

w§11, what about "Les_Oggnons"?

"Les aggnons"-—“Les Oignons."

Oui,

[Sings]

Uh-huh,

|I] remember children use to use that in the "ring around."

Eh?

Play "Ring Around."
"Ring Around,"

Oh, that goes with "Ring Around the Rosie?"

Yes, that was--we'd hold hands together, and all the children, yov know,

- they all play "Ring Around," "Les dignons"-~

[A1len: |

Thehiih.

He was very, very,



Py — ———— p—

. REEL T
NOVEMBER 1k, 1958

[Zeno;] Eh?
[Allen: .] Uh"'hu.h o

[Zeno: ] . [Unintelligible]e-chanson "Ring Around"--

[Russell: | Are there any of the songs that you sihg today, now-a-days, when you wdrk?--

/

[Zeno:] I don't sing no more.
'LRussell=J But do you sing —
' [Zeno:]  Mr. Russell--
[Russell: | You don't sing now?
. lZeno: J I sometimes, sometimes when I--
(Lewis:] |Unintelligiblel
jgc; {Zeno: ] When I see Georgg/Lbok "down," you know, then if something come, then I
" ‘begin to sing it to cheer him up.
(Allen:] Uh~huh. |
(Russell: | Gguld you sing a part of a little song like that, or even hum it right
- now to see what it's .like? |
[ Zeno: | Sing all kindj; anything that come to my mind then.
‘LRussell;] That'd come to you? f
 ‘LZen0:] Ah, yes, them was the good old days.
[Alten:] Uh-huh.
[ Zeno: J We think we have it hard now--no, no, those were‘the better days.
[Allen:] Do you know a song--oh, I had it on the tip :of my tongue--"Mam'selle
Josephine,"‘something "a la Rue Dauphine'--can't think.
. L Zeno: ] "Mam'selle Josephine'? -
¢+ |Allen:] Uh-huh; it says that she lives on Dauphine Street--in French.
_-LLewis:] Let me see, I think I heard that myself, but I, but I'm not sure. "A Rue
: :  Dauphine"--I can't remember the words. I've heard it, I've heard it; someone sang
it, I--
[Russell: | Uh-huh,

[Lewis:] I don't know if it was |Kid] Ory, or what it was.

. LAllen: ] "Blanche Touquatoux" is one Ory sings.
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[Lewis:| Yeah, "Blanche Touquatoux." And let me see--there was another one, wasn't
it?

(Allen:] Yeah, he had‘one called--he sings "Eh La Bas", and one called "Creole
BoBo", which 'is the same tune as “Twinﬁle, Twinkle, Little Star." Remember that?
|Russell: ] Oh, yesh, uh-huh.
‘ [ﬂllan;]_ Do you know "Twinkel, Twinkle, Little Starﬁ? The song, in English, is
‘Wlyinkle, Twinkle, Little'-- |

LZenos | No.

[Allen:] Can you whistle that for her, George?
 (Lewis:] " Let me see. - Yeah--"Twinkle, twinkle"--

lZeno: ]  |Sings] "Twinkle, twinkle, little star, oh, how I wonder what you are,"
(Lewis: ] Yeah.
(Allen:]  Uh-huh.

[ Zenos | Is that it?

lLewis:] "Up above the moon so high--up above the world so high."
[Allen:] "World so high"-—- |

[Lewis:] "Like a diamond in the sky."
lZeno:]  "Like a diamond in the sky."

[Allen: ] Well, there are Creole words to that that 6Ry used to sing-~in Creole--but
::it was something different; he called it "Creole BoBo." ;I don't know what it is;
I didn't understand it.

[Lewis: ] * I don't know no Creole songs; me myself, I don't know,: and even so, if
k I did know them , I couldn't sing them. I'm not no singer, you know, but-=-

lAllen:] Did they ever sing at weddings, Creole songs at weddings?

[Zeno: ]  No,

|Russell: ] I wonder what kind of music did they have? Did you ever go to any dances
when yoﬁ were young; a little girl, even--did you heér any of the dance music when
you wére even a child?

[ Zeno: ] Oh, yes; we used--

(Russell: | What was the music like? What kind of a orchestra did they have, or bsmd?
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George: Like a diamond in the sky -

"

Zeno: like a diamond in the sky.

‘ Qllenz‘ Well, there are Creole words to that, that Ory used to sing. Zn Creolel;-'but it was

" something different} he celled it "Creole ﬁa Po % T e waowuna 2t is, I didn'

derstand it : - o F L'l 7w
George: I don't know no Creole songs, me mys<lf, I don't know aay, I—ased=bo .ﬂg- Cotild .,
g e, T gl 1050800,
§oeg Tl L' L imow, but ah. .
Allen: Did they ever sing at weddings, Creole songs at weddings?

Zengy: No. i
Russell: I wonder what kind of music thep did have:: did you ever go to am%lances when you

were young, a little girl, evqu did you hear any of the dance music when you were even a
child?
Zeno: Oh, yes, we vad . ,

=~

Russell:MWhat was the music like, what kind of a orchestra did they have, or band?
“ldre 30
Zenos M@t?.g,r string band,

Lewls: String bands,

Wiel—
Zeno: ¥ou-lme:-like violins, cornetﬁe .

Allen: uh<huh . /; ﬂ/ﬁ

Nore 50 uﬁl—'—'— ] =
Zenos But mc]@t&y«l:lia ah . .
Gaorgeg ) Wﬂ% .

zen°= ; "WM"_ w&ﬂi;ﬂaﬁm '

Russell: uh-=huh

Zeno:--%nd bass, g*]
ehﬁ:iaa
George: Bass violin, °

Xllen: Did they have any drums or triangles or anything like that?

Zeno: I don't remember they had the drums when I was ﬁéé;;_,ﬂ. ;

Gaargr Do besdn 7"&7 JRCRZ APy ﬁﬁfa 66‘32475:"
Zenos,, jéeﬁing—up‘.‘?() /ﬁ?’ﬁﬂ&

Russell: Anything like George's clarinet or a flute or anything like that?

I

* Zeno: Well]de}éhave flutes, yes, and dey have viclins, and they'd have bass . -
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| Zeno: ]

. |Lewis: ]
tZeno:]
(A1len: ]

. [ Zeno: |
1Lewis: |

' {Zonoi ]
[Russell: |

[ Zeno: |
[Lewiss ]
,LAllend
[ Zeno: ]
 |Lewis: |.
‘[ Zeno: ]
LRussell: |

[ Zeno: | |

 bass--
[Lewis: ]
LZeno: ]

- [Allen: ]

L Zeno: |

‘More so string band,

String bands,.

Viol-~like violins, cornet--
Uh-huh.

But more so like--
Accordian,

Accordian, accordian--
Uh~huh.

ind bass.

Bass violins, yeah.

Did they have any drums or triangles, or

anything like that?

I don't remember they had the drums when I was--

They don't have drums in those days.

Going out.

Anything like George's clarinet, or a flute or anything like that?

Well, they'd have filutes, yes and they'd have violins, and they'd have

Piccolos, I think.

And horn--well, they'd have cornete=

Would they have slide trombones in those days or valve trombones?

I never noticed that, but I know they'd have cornets--cornet.,

[Russell: | Do vou remember anything about the bands in the Mardi Gras parades? Did

they have a brass band, or what?

L Zeno: ]

Well, in the Mardi Gras parades it was more so brass band, wvou know,

Russell: | Even when you were a child? Do you remember that?

|LZeno:]
[Russell: ]
| Zeno: J

LRussell: ]

( Zeno: ]

Oh, well, jes.

|inintelligible]

That was--then it was they didn't have violin in the--

No.‘

Parades, no,
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|Russell: | I wondered what kind of a band that was way back. But when you were a child,

they did have the brass band to march with the?--

[ Zeno: J
[Allen: |
[ Zeno: ]

Lewis: J

[ Zeno: |

‘|Russell: ]

- |Lewis: |
.LAllen:J
[ Zeno: ]
[Allen: |
[Zeno: |
lAllen: ]
{Zeno: |
(Allen: ]
[ Zeno: |
(Lewis: |
[Zeno: |
f |Allen: J
LZeno: |
- lAllen: |
| [Zeno: ]
JlAllen:J
[Zeno: ]
lAllen: ]
remember?
- [Zeno: |

~|Allen: ]

[ Zeno: |

- Yes, they did; it was brass band marching.

And what would they play, what instruments?

Well, cornets and flute-=-
She couldn't remember.
Eh?

Probably about the same as nowe

Oh, about the same as now, I'm most sho.
Would they have drums?

Oh, yes, they wo.ld have drums.

And the cymbals?

Ah, yes. .

Would they have cymbals like this?

Yes. —

Or would they, would they hit?--

Big drum .

I think they were--

They, S ——

Hand cymbals.

Yeso

Hand cymbals.

Yeso.

Now, you know today they put the cymbals
Uh~huh,

ind he hits the bass drum with one hand.

I'm sure they had trombone.

on the bass drum--

Did they do that then,

No--well, yes, it, it begin to come, you know, as I grew.

Yese

But at first was, they--just like this.

or do you
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" [Russell: | Just with two, one in each hand, huh?

L Zeno: | Yes, one in each hand,

-~

lAllen:] I see.

|Russell: ] I was wondering, the--before George. even was born, what kind of dance

music they played. Do you remember any dances you went to way back, what the music

was like? Did they waltzes or?--

' l [ Zeno: | Waltzes and quadrilles.

~ |Eussell: ] Quadrilles.

[ Zeno: | ‘Quadrilles--oh, it's so long since they don't have quadrilles. Quadrille

- was pretty, too. Oh, yes.

[ALlen:] I've seen one.

‘[ Zeno: J Yes?

lAlen:] They revived its

-l Zeno: | . Quadrille was pretty; it was--

[Lewis: ] You saw a part of onef you didn't see a real oné.

[Alen:] It wasn't a real one; it was special for television.

|Lewis: ] Oh,

[ Zeno: ] Quadrille: it wés, let's.see——three,iorj four men, two men and four ladies,
lLewis: | It all depends upon the audience; at public dnaces they, they'have as many
people as they want.

LAllen;J Uh-huh.,

 [Russell: ] Yeah, I guess so.

- |Lewis:] And they had as many--because I've, I've played quadrille, myself, with

- iKid] Rena and Albert Glenny.

' (LAllen:] Uh~huh.

LZeno: | Oh, yeah; in Albert Glenny's time it was--
LLewis:J_ And they had as many people wa wanted to get on the floor.

(Allen: | Uh-huh.- And what kind of music would go with the quadrille?

lLewis: | Well, it varied in different tempos--

[Allen:] Uh-huh.
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.' " |Lewis: | Waltges and valses and--
LZeno: ]  Polkas. |
|Lewis:] Marches. And they'd play so many chorused and then they'd stop and then
-’ they'd bow-- | |
{JZeno:‘l Yes, bow.

*|Lewis:] And change and you know, go arovnd.
= | Zeno: J And a man would take the girl and waltz her to YOu-=
LLeWiSV:J It was almost somedbhing like, kind of similar to the--
UZeno: J - And you'd have one on each.side. And then he would dance alone in the
middle of the floor-- | |
. LRussell: | Uh-huh.
[ Zeno: | And then dance, and dance and dance till he get--then take one and he'd
walt, back and the other one would do the same--waltz to him. 'Twas pretty.
LRussell: | Uh-huh.
(Allen: ] Would they dance the mazurka?
{Lewis:] Yeah, all that went in there, all that went in there.
[ Zeno: | Polka, polka. .
|Lewis:] Polka, all that went in there.
| . LAllen: ] Schottische? | J
|Lewis: | . Schottische, yes; all that went in there.
" (Allen:] Well--
‘LZend:] They don't dance polka now.

_l [Russell: ] No, I guéss not.
| Zeno: | I don't know if that's what you called schottische.
[Lewis: ] No schottis.»che is dii;ferent.
LZeno: | But long time they damce p;nlka and mazurka.
|Lewis: | Schottische is slow. |
- LAlien: ] Uh-huh.
lLewis: ] Schottische is slower than a waltz.

[Zeno: ]  And waltz plenty.
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[ Zeno: ] Because, before the quadrille time, you know--they'd give about two,
three quadrille a night--but before the quadrille come, they play a waltz; you'd have
to waltz all around the hall. |
| [A_'L]_en’:_l What about lancers and varieties; what were they like?
[Zeno: ] - Well, that's in quadrille.
[Allen:]  That's part of the quadrille?
. [“Zeno:] Balance--balancé, that's in quadrille,
[Allen: ]  Varieties? What is that like, varieties? Have you ever seen it?
- |Zeno:]  Uh--
[Allen: ]  Glenny used to tell me about it; that's how I knew.
(Lewis: | I never knew the name of all them numbers, but I played it with him. I
r’layed quadrille for banquets, for French ladies' society, you know. And they'd stop
awhile, and then, then the guy would call out something ih Creole, a figure, like,
and then they'd start again. The music wés—-well, what he called, what he called a
variety--beat different tempos, I think.
[Russell:] Maybe that was--

v

[Lewis: ] Yeah. | : Syhf a}-
[Allen: ] Well, we'll ask Madame ,ﬁm«,—é{ -
lLewis: J Yeah.
[Allen: ]© Maybe sometime we'll get her. She called it--remember on the boat?--she
called it. We'll bet her.
[Lewis: | Yes. Well, that's what I think it is; each time she called something,
"bhey'c}, ity it, it.'was gomething different, and--you know, in the title of the music.
It, it would be slow or fast, or bow, or something like that.

" [Zeno: | That's in the ﬁuadrille.
|Lewis:]  Yesh. \
[Russell:} I was wonderingﬁbout the first kind of music, something like George--you've
heard George's band, I guess; you don't get around to hear it very much, but you've
heard his .records, that type of musice.

[ Zeno: | I never, I never have the chance of going where George is playing with the
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:lLewis:]
[Russell: |
( Zenos: ]

|Russell: ]

She's just heard the records.

I'm wondering when--

Yes, I hear the records; that's dl1 I hear.

When you were young, did you ever hear any music something like that,

that type of music?

| Zenos J
.LRussell:J

[Zenb:]
~ [Russell: |
Lﬁeno:]
[Russell

and

Allen: ]
LZeno:J.
[Russell: ]
[Lewis: |
LAllen: ]
[Zeno: ]

- [Allen: |
[ Zeno: |
[Alen: ]

[ Zeno: ]
ilAllen:J
[Lewis: J
of it

[Russelli]_

Noe

Like George plays now.

No, it was |that) they'd play with music, you see, the note,
They'used--they.read it off the music?

Yes, but now they play by routine.

Uh-huh.

That's what they call jazz, eh?

Yes,

Uh-huh.

Well, did they ever use the word ragtime?

In my days, no; they didn't know what that was,
Well, when did that word come in?

I don't know when that come in, but in my days, they didn't have that.
Uh~huh. ‘
Ragtime,

I see.

Probably after, maybe at the change of the century, around the beginning

Uh-huh. Do you remember the first time you heard any of the--

END OF REEL I
NOVEMBER 1k, 1958
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;LLewns:] esswith the, playing the harps, and accordians.
LAlien:J . Oh, really? |

[Lewis: | a Uh-huh.

|kussell: ] You rémember all of that, then? '

{Lewis: ] ﬁo, I don't remem--just heard-- |

(Bussell: ] Oh, vou've heard her talk about it?

| Lewis: | Yeah, I heard her talk aﬁout ite *

[Allen: | ;nd what did you call that?

[Lewis: | Unintelligible] harps, piano harps--

lZeno: ] [(Unintelligible] . |

[Allen: | But what kind of music?

(Tewis: | I call it salon musice |

(4len: | Oh, salone.

(Lewis: | Yeah.

LAllen: | Well, that's right; I just wanted to hear your word. .

.LhusSell:] Pardon me, but do you feel like talklng a little bit more, after awhile?

| Zeno: ] No, I thought him, he was talklng. ‘

[Alen: | e were just talking to George.

LRusseil:J George was telling something.
‘[Allen: ] If you want to stop and rest anytime, just let us know, and we'll be happy--
if vou get tired of talking,. ‘

| Zeno: | Oh, no, that's all right.
lAllen:] .Oh, you like to talk, huh? |
[fonos]  THa®vs L1 elghts T thought he was beliing, Liks the olien dup when the
other man had that box, you know; he could repeat everything that I.had said.
(Russell:] Oh, really? . |
LAllen: ] Who was that?
(Russell:] Somebody ffom California, a couple of kids. Weren't they over ﬁere?
lLewis: | Yeah, those kids was over here-—ccuplé of lﬁptle punks.

[Alen: | Oh, yeah,
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‘|[Russell:] Well, anyway, we were wondering sbout the kind of dance music they had--

“ well, about the time George was born, say arcund 1900. Do you remember hearing any,

like the jazz or ragtime bands, or?--

| Zenos] .
IAllen:l

. [Zeno: ]

. after I had
‘lAllen: |
tZeno:J
eighteen--
[Lewis: |

| Zeno: |
[Alien:]

|Russell: J

- . [Allen: |

|Russell: |
(Lewis: ]
Russell: ]
[Allen: ]

{ Zeno: J
|Russell: )
¢ | Zeno: ]

~ |Allen: |

No, they didn't have that yet.

They had it before George was born or after?

Well, me, I heard it after George was born, birthéd, because, you know,

children I never went nowheres; stayed right there with my children.

When did you have your first child? How old were you? .

I had my first child, I believe, in--I don't remember the date--ninety,

How old she'd be?

Australia would be sixty-three years old.
Well, we can figure'it oute.

Yes, we can figure that out--sixty-three,
Yeah.

In about five years, 1895 or--

1895, yeah.

Something like that.

And before 18--

She was born before that,.

Before that.

1895, 18%L, I believe she was born.

Uh-huh.

that would be--

[Russell:] I started to ask if you ever heard any blues songs--you know) like what

* they call the blues today.

* | Zeno: |

- [Allen: ]
V.LZeno:J

lAllen: |
{ Zenos: ]

Well, you know, if I did, I didn't pay attention to, you know.

What kind of church music did you hear?
Church music?

Uh-huh.

Oh, Lord--{Sancto Mare Go?l, lunintelligible], the Kyrie Lleison,
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the Gloria, the Credo.
lJ_Russell:.i A1l the masses, then?
[Lewis: ] A1l the masses, yes.
_ [Russell:] Uh-huh. '
'.'LZeno:]" A1l the masses.
"LRussell:J Well, I was going to ask which church did ydu belong to or go to in New
V.Orleans; Did you go to Ste. Louis Cathedral, I think you told me once?
‘LZenoil No, no, St. Augustine. |
"|Russell: | Oh.
- | Zeno: | Ste Augustine, everything was Ste Augustine church--St. Claude and--

[Russell: | Where is it?

LLewis
and
Zeno: | St. Claude and Gov. Nichols.
[Allen: ] Near where Blandin's funeral home is?
[Lewis: ] Where Blandin's funeral home is.

Russell: ] Yeah, right there.

4 [ Zeno: | The same block as Blandin's,

'|Russell: ] Oh, yeah, sure, I know. -
\ [ Zenos: J The church at the corner.

lRussell:] Yeah, I just looked at it last week; we were in front of it.

Lzeno:] There lis] where we were all christened, married--no, I wasn't mérried
-there; I was married in the new St. Joseph, St. Joseph there--St. Joseph, they was
"just putting up St. Joseph.

/lAllen:]  Uh-huh.

| Zeno: J On-- -
 |Lewis: J Tulane Street.

| Zeno: | On Tulane Street, yeah.

[Lewis: J Yeah.

[Allen: | Tulane' near where?

Lewis:] By the Hotel Dieu, close bv the Hotel Dieu.
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" (Allen:]  Oh, yeah.
[ Zenos: | But my mother.and--grandmother--my grandmother was christened in St. Charles
Parish.
'[Allen: | ° Uh-huh.
LZeﬁo:J . Because her master was Charles Perrette, in St. Charles Parish. But all
her qhildren, after she, they came here, they were all raised at St. Augustine--first
cbmmuqion, marriage, and everything--St. Augustine.
;lAllen:J Did she ever tell, you anything about St. Charles Parish?
(Zeno: ]  Who, my grandmother?
- (Allen: | Yes.
| LZeno:] = Oh, Lord, yes.
“.LAllen:J .What was her life like over there? Did she, did she sing over there?
' Or did éhe go to dances?
lZen@:J Oh, no, she was é slave, she was a slave, you know.
LAllen: | Yes.
| Zeno: ] And she used to have to sell for hér mistress; they didn't ever have
", stores like' they have now.
lAllen: | Uh-huhe.
[Zeno: ] It was on the head. Made bundles--
- [Russell: ] Yeah, big bundles.
LZéno:J " And go. LLots of times?] she'd be gone sometimes a whole monthe. She
was selling on the what she called the |Unintelligible] |de Cote?], dlong the coast.
. "They didn't have stores.
y l'LRussell:J Uh-huh. I wonder if you could tell us a little bit about George's
‘earliest life, even bef--he was born 1300, we know that.
. [Zenos ] Yes, he was born them.
| |Russell: ] And, but, where did you live then when he was born?

[ Zeno: | When he was born? He was born on, on--

[Lewis: ] St Claude.
| Zeno: | On St. Claude between--
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© [Lewis:] . Gove Nichols and Barracks.

| Zenoz Gov. Nichols and Barrackse.

~ [Russell:] On Ste Claude?

A,'[Zeno:.l  Yes.

¥

;'LRussell‘:] Same old neighborhood up there, then.

fI,Zfe;no:J I wonder if them old houses ;re there vet, George? 1 wish I could walk

',and go take a look at them places. ‘
|Russell: ] Someday maybe we can get someone wit.h' a car and go over there, and ride

. around that néighborhood——even take a picture or two.

;{Lewis:J " {They tore it down?l.
|"ussell:] If ‘mything is left.

.- | Zenos ] It was back in the yard, you see.

(Russell:] Uh-huh. ]

LAllen: | Uh-huh. By the way--

. lZeno: ] ~ Mamel Agafdarelspelling?) was the landlord--Agardare, yes.

" [Allen: | I was wondering about--at Mardi Gras, you know, they have trucks behind

' the parades, now?

- [ Zeno: ] They used to--

[Allen:]  And--
1 Zeno: | Don't they have trucks no more?
lAlen:]  Yes, they do.
[Russell: | Yes,

| Zeno: ] Uh-huh,

. [Allen:]  What did they have before they had trucks?

" | Zeno: ] Well, they was on foote.
(M1len:]  They was on foot, everybody was?--
- | Zeno: ] Oh-~

LAllen: J No wagons at Mardi Gras?

L Zeno: ] I don't remember no wagons; everybody wns on foot., And they had Mardi Gras;

they ain't got Mardi Gras now.
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[Lewis: ] He's talking about the parades.
" | Zeno: ] Oh, the parades.

;LLewis:] Yeah, .

[ Zeno: | Well, they had a--

 [Lewis:]  Floats.

[ Zeno: ] Float from Dennis Sheen, you see, that they decorate. And they had mules,

~and Dennis Sheen's mgn would lead the mules. But now, they tell me, it's not that no

moree

' |Russell:] No, they have tractors now. .

[Allen: ] Well, they're bringing back some of the horses, I believe; one, one crew

wants to have it the old way--I forget which one it is.

[Russell:] This year?

‘[Allen:] I saw that a year or two ago, and--

|Zeno:]  And then they had mens then camrying flambeaus.,

~[Allen:]  Oh, uh‘huh.

{Zeno: ] Only it was--they said it was dangerous because sometimes that oil would

drop, you know.

. |Allen:] Uh-huh.,

[Zeno: | And they told me, because it's so many vears since 1've been to see a

: parade. And they say that's why they condemned that.

- [Allen: ] Uh-huh, Well, the--those fellows, did they dance when they carried the

flambeau?

. [Zeno: ] No, they couldn't; they had to just walk, with that big thing about this |

-wide, and had lights, you know, on their shoulder. They had black pants and red

- shirts, with black belts to hold them|the flambeaux?].

[Allen: ] Uh~huhe And did thev have any dance music'at the houses during Mardi Gras?

- [Zeno: ] On the floats, the mens wovld dance,
V{Lewis:] No, he means on Mardi Gras day did they have dancing in the halls and?--

lZeno: ]  Oh.

|Lewis:] = Like they have now.
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‘}:[Zéno:] Now they don't have no dancing in--
:lLLewiS:J No, I know, but I mean, like they have years ago?
= | Zenos | It--dancing in halls?

[Lewist]  Halls, and--

‘tZeno:] ' Yes, but they didn‘t.stay no time, you know; they'd just go and make a

rpund and come out and go in another hall, but they was mostly on the street. Singing,
: all kind of old-time songs, and dancing, and some of them would--after awhile they ‘
} begin to come out dressed in ballet, but I--it wasn't as nice as when they were
| “dressed like before.

[Allen:]  How did they dress?
'leeno:] Old-time, you Inow,

.[Lewis:l Women put.on men clothes, women clothes, and women with men's over(h)alls
_'and things like that, I imagine.

f[Russell:J Yeah, all sorts of |that] kind of stuff. )
-'LLe%is:J What she mean, they didn't have no pretty Mardi Gras like they have now,

you know, with all the-eyou know.

[Russell:] Ballet.

|Lewis:]  Ballet skirts and all.

[Allen: ] Did they have Indians then?

L Zenol | Indians? Oh, yeah, and real-~they'd dress like real Indians.

;LAJlen:J ﬁh—huh. |

- L Zenos | The woman had guinea blue dress with, what they call it, stripes of things

like that, red and green, and, and then the little short, short waist. And they'd

have the, the bead--I believe it was beads--and they'd dance, and they'd dance in the

street, and they'd dance; they was dressed like real Indians. And at twelve o'clock
. everybody would fall down on the floor and they'd eat out of the "gamellet"|spelling?].
‘what they had, that food that they had.

[Lewis:*  Uh-huh,

" | Zeno: ] '"Twas really nice.

[Russell:] Uh~huh.
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'j[Allen:] Did they sing Indian songs?

L Zenos | Oh, yes; oh, yes, they sing Indian songs, the best they could.
[Allen:]  Did you know any of those Indians?

(Zeno:] - Now They'd sing. The people run, would run and run and after them Indians.

" But now, the Indians, they, they not, they don't dress like Indians.

:_[Russell=} Well, let's see, maybe we can get back to George's life, now, again. Do
) ; v ;

you remember anéy music that George--did you eher sing to George when you, when he

- was a baby, or do you remember what might have been the first music he heard? Even

i

‘hefore he'd remember? )
_v.LZeno:] No, I don't know where George got the music from.
.Lﬁussellzl I wondered just how he got that music in him,
’L?eﬁo:] He got that music fram that littlé ten~-cent flute--little ten-cent--you
know. I used to wash bars aqd spreads, and only shirts, and things like that, and I'd
have to send him to bring the little here and there. 4And one dav I sent him to the
Grimas'--you must have heard of that name, Grima. |Like?] they had the [Menthe?] house
on Ste Louis, heh? St. Louis between Dauphine and, and, and Bourbon. And I used to
‘wash Mr. fdgar shirts, and I sent him to bring a b'ndle of his shirts and, because
they didn't have no laundry--collars, that's done by the laundry.
|Russell:] Oh, yeah. |
L Zeno: J And he--I had just sent him around the corner to bring a little basket of
T ciothes, and 1 don't remember if I give him a nickel or a dime. But anyhow, when I
said, "Now bring Mr. Grima's, Mr. Ldgar's shirts." He say, "Ma, can I get a, a, a
~flute?? I say, "Well, little boy, everytime I send you to bring a basket of clothes,
I got to pay you.ﬁ He say, "It's only"--it was Kirby's then;-which is now Woolworth, hey?
lLewis:]  Yeah.
. [Zeno: ] 'Twas Kirby's. He say, "It's only"--. I said, "Go ahead and get ito"
" And that's when he started with Eﬁﬁ% little ten cents flute--ten cents-~that's all I

ever spent for his music; I never paid a nickel to nobody. And he play and play and

played that little flute; sometime he drive me crazy. And the storm, the year of the

storm I told him, I say, "George, we're going to have a terrible storm today; you'd
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better prepare yourself." And he put his hesd at the foot of the bed and put his foot

at the head of the bed and there he wase.

" [Allen:]  Playing away, huh?
'[Zenoz | Oh, my soul! But about six o'clock when they said if it had last five

. minutes lmore?] it would have swept laway] the city, he run then; he run to me and fell

and call mes I say, "Give your soul to God." And Lhe] stayed like that until the

terrible hour pass. Half and hour it didn't last; I don't believe a half an hour.

| Zenoz ] 19==

[Lewis: ] 19==
[ Zeno: ] [19]15, eh?

[Lewis:]  [19]15 storm.that was, yeah.

Zenos ] Yes, it must have been in 1915.

(Allen: ] How was that flute built, George?

| Lewis: ] Ohe=

LAllen: ] Was it built like this?

[Russell:] Was it out straight, or like a real flute?

|Léwis: ]  (Unintelligible) ‘ ' ;
" |Allen: ] You got it?
1Zeno:]  He's keeping it as a souvenir because--

' [Allen:]  ©Oh, ah lunintelligible].

[Lewis: ] |Unintelligible]

+ [ Zeno: ] Ooch.e

|Allen: ] What instrument did you want him to take up?

‘[ Zeno: | I wanted him to play because he wanted to be a musicianers

lAllen:]  Uh-huh.

LZéno:] I say, "Well, George, I, I, Mama will give you a violin." "I don't want
no violin, I want a clarinet." I say, "What you know about clarinet, and blowing
like that?" T say, "I don't believe it's good; I'll give you a violin, but I won't
give you no clarinet."_ So that's how, you see, he bluffed me, by getting that little

flute; and he got it, he said he'd keep it as long as he lives-souvenir.
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"[Allen:]
[Zeno: ]

(Allen: ]

. [Zenos: ]

' [Allen:]
. L Zeno: ]
 |Ailen:]

' LZeno: ]
LAllen: ]
L Zeno: ]
 [Russell: ]

‘ﬂZeno:]

Was he a big, healthy boy?
Huh?
Was he a big, healthy boy?

Never was bigger; George never was bige

Uh-huh. (Tvﬂnﬁqfr?::)

Small bones, Siender—build; he take after me, you see.

Uh-huh.

Look how o0ld I'm living.

Uh-huh.

I never was much bigger than I am now, and my grandmother, neithere
She was small likeryou?

She was tall, but just like that, but strong as a lion; you know, she come

from Senegal. Her gran--her mother came directly from Senegal; she was eight years

old when they stole her and brought her, I don't know where. And Charles Perrette

'ﬁas the first one that "marster'==

~ LLewis: ]
lLRussell:]
"lZeno:]
(Allen: ]
Lewis: ]
LAllen: ]

lLewis:]

That's the-- -

That'!s the kind, then?

That's the little fife, dthat's that, that terrible little thing.

Can I try it out, George?
Yes, sure.
Let's see-=-now you hold it--

I got the other one and that's the one Bill Lgive?] me. I got the other

one what the kids had mashed all up.

- |Russell: ]
|Lewis: ]
[Russell: ]
. [Allen: ]
.[Lewis:]
[Allen: ]

|Lewis: ]

¥es, but it was that type.

Yese

It wasn't a straight one there.

This is the original one?

No, the original one is in my suitcase, up in the locker.

And you blow it like this?
That's right. LAllen blows fife.]
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[ Zeno: ] It make good music, though.
|Lewis:]  Un-huh.
._:fRussell=] It wasn't a straight one--some of the kids--did some of the kids have a -
. straigﬁt one, though? ,
-1lLeyis:]i‘ Some had a straight one, yeah.
|Zeno:]  But him, it was just like--
. |Russell:] Like thate
" |Zeno:] Just that. ‘
;,LAllen:] And you finger it like this, three fingers from each hand on it?
 [Lewis:]  Yes, uh-huh. |
. [Allen: ] Show me how you hold it.

" lZenos]  And play, he used to play good.

[Russell: ] - Well, I heard him play it pretty good, too. {Lewis plays fife.]
[Lewis: ] You see. This one is the first tune I learned, if I can think of it.
_.lRussell:] Well, that'd be nice; get that on it.
,\q ™S35 Ing ‘ ; .
* |Lewis: ] 'Cause she had humlmed] it to me. fLewis plays, Mrs. Zeno sings with him. ]

1

+I can't go no further.
[ Zeno: ] That's the first I showed--I--

[Russell:] That!s the first tune he learned?

[Zeno: ] No, no, but I--
”l”[Lewis:] The first tune I ever learned on this.
;‘LZeno:] Used to sing that all the time for him, you know, because they had a young

~ man next door, he used to play the flute, and I used to come on the gallery and would

-hear him. | |
[Allen: ] Uh-huh.

. | Zeno: ] And he played that so well; he kept the note and everything, So I taught
him that. @Mrs. Zeno sings the tune.} I used to sing that all the time, till he
got if.

" |Allen: ] - Oh,"I see. What was the young man's name next door, do you remember?

|Lewis: ) Oh, that was before my--
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LAllen:]  Raoul Tomate
.-lZeno:]’r Tomat.
L_Lewis:] I don't know him; that was before my time.
-_ (Russell: ] Yeah.
LZe\no:] - He's dead, though. Oh, he played that good. I love musicr; oh, I love music!
I:Allgnz] She said she had you cut out to be a violin player.
' VLLew_is:] . Yeah, she had me cut out for 'a violin player. Violin used ‘tt‘J-.-I used to
hear violin, but violin used to have an effect on me; sometime it'd make my--yeah,
k it used to make my flesh creepe.
.[Russell:] Yeah; I never liked it, either, when I was a kid, but--
| Zeno: ] I loved ite.
|Lewis:]  Maybe those I heard couldn't play it right.
| Zeno: ] You' like violin, don't you? |
|[Russell: ] Not when I--I do now, but when I was a kid, I always said "Too squeaky."
That squeéking would get on my nervese.
|Lewis: ]- It used to make my flesh creeps
- ‘LZeno:] And another instrument I like very much is cioloncello--ah, little violin.
(Lewis:]  Violae
_ (rl.Zeno: ] Played just like a little bass.
|Russell:] Like a cello; yeah, violoncello, I guess they call it.
[Zeno:] =~ What they call it, in English? | o
[Russell: ] Violoncello is the full name--or just cello,: usually--yes.
[Zeno: ] | Oh, it's pretty. | -
| [Allen:]  Some people say sello.
LZeno:] Sello, that's it.
|Russell: ] Yeah.
| Zeno: ] Sello--sello is pretty.
lRussell:] So they sit down and hold it between their kneeg--
-lIZeno:] Well, it's short; it's gbout this highe

~ [Allen:]  Uh-huh.
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LZeno:] You know Alphohse BegetteLspellinq?] used to play the sello upstairs.
|Russell: ] ‘There was one other question we were going to ask you--in addition to tﬁe
misic,. of course in your chureh that you heard, did you ever hear any of the Protestant
‘churchvmusic? Did people sing spirituals? Any of the neighbors, or any of the ather
Protestahts, like Baptist churshes, when you'd walk by when you were a girl? Did they,
~.what kind of--do know what kind of music they had in those churches?

| (Zeno: 1 Well, I don't believe ﬁhey had nothing; but some church had érgan, but
-the congregation would sing--

:[Russell:] Uh-huh. '

L Zeno: ] Themselves.

|Russell:] Do you know what kind of songs they would sing? Would they be like they |
' are today, the-- | |

" [ Zeno: ] Hymns s

_[Russell;] The gospel songs, or--

L Zeno: ] Oh, yes, it was all most of the gospel songs that they would sing.
[Mlen:]  Was it the same as the Catholics at all? ‘
. lLewis:] . No, no.

|Russell: ] No, no, it wouldn't be that, would it? -

[ Zeno: ] Not the same, but very-- ) ‘ .

[Lewis: ] A I'll tell you:r to me, to me--I know when I was a kid ﬁhat I used to follow
a 10? of the parades énd the funerals and, and, the, thé music in the church was
‘different than, than--you know, when I was a kid--than it is now. Because now, you
caﬁ almost dance by the music in the church.

[ Zeno: ] Oh, sure, they dance by the music in the church now.

[Lewis: ] But that music was mostly Dr. Wattse
.[Russell:] Dr. Watts!' hymns. }

[Lewis: ] Dr. Watts;-you hear a lot of long--

{Russell:] Chants and 4 1.
_LLewis:]. Yeah, a lot of long meters and things like that., But you don't hear that

Nno more.
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[Russell:] They didn't have all that hand clapping and foot--
- |Lewis:] No, no, they didn't have all that, no.
[ Zeno: ] No, no, they didn't lunintelligible] hands|unitelligible] in the church

“and--not at all.

_—

. {Lewis:]' You heard a lot of long meters, and there was a lot of-~what they say?--
like scriptures, you know.
Russell:] Like the Psalms, maybe, or things like that?
" "|Lewis:]  What they call that? |
[Allen: ] Responsive reading--is that it?
LLewis:] Something--no, something like we say "Head bone connected to the"=-
" |Russell:] Oh, yes.
[Lewis:]  What do you call that? Scriptures, I think is what you call if. 'Cause
Griffin used to bé one of--Heverend Griffin was one of those good singers of that |
kind of, that type of music.
LRussel}ﬁ] Yeah. | 3

" |Lewis: ] Before he became a preacher. But he didn't let that kind like they play

7

now in the church.

‘[Allen:] Well, what tempo would a long meter thing be--long meter hymn?

: [Lewis:] Well, it was real slow, like somebody say--
[ Zeno: ] [Sings] "Praise LGod from whom all blessings flow"?]. That's long meter.
(Sings again] "Praise God from heav--"

IV.LLewis:] No, it was just a little different than that--say like |Lewis hums]--then
the chur, the congregation would answer.

| lAllen: ] Uh-huh.
(Russell: ] Yeah, I've heard those; they do those today some places.
[Lewis: ] Yeah, yeah, yeah. ‘

 |Russell:] In Chicago I've heard more of it than here.

"[Lewis:] Yeah, you don't hear it here. Course, I don't know about Chicago, you

know, but--

[y

(Russell: | They still do that up there, sometimes, for ten or fiftean minutes ai the
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'start of the serviée.
|Lewis: ) Yese
[Russell:] Different members will get up and they will start off on one of those Dr.
Watts hyms, '
. * lZeno:] .. |Unintelligible]
rc_LLewis:j Yeah. Dre. Watts! hymns go 1ike~-hgmns like !Mary Wore a Golden Chain,"
and "When I'm Dead and Buried, Don't Cry." |
lZenoz]  "Grieve After Me."
. [Lewis: ] | Commenting on noise from street] School children--gee.,
.;LRussell:] Well, it's coming in this window, too; don't, don't worry about it. The
microphone is pointed towards yoﬁ all, so it doesn't pick that up; it doesn't--we hear
' it louder than it is on the microphone, so that's not going to disturb us too much.
| Zeno: ] Them children is coming from school. !
‘LLewis:] Yeah.
lRussell:] Yeah; coming from school there's going to be a little noise, I guess, We don't
" want to bother you too long én this; any time that you get tired, #hy, Mrs. Zeno,
ldon't worry about-~if you'd rather go and lie down or sit down, or if you have any
work to, go %head any time.
[ Zeno: ] I hede 6 work o do; I wish I dide
(Russell: ] Because we don't want to deep you here sitting up this way, if it makes
'you tired. Let's see--we were talking about George's early life, then, too. When
© did you get your clarinet,:then, George? |
Lewis:] ' I got my clarinet about 19, 1910 or something like that, Bill, The first
:clafinet I had was, like I always say, was a cheap one, #nd the next one, my father

bought me and the next one my mother bought me; but I never spent no money for no teacher,
~ ’

‘or nothing like that.

| Zeno: ] No, no, I never spent a dime.
|Lewis: ] She never spent a dime on a teacher; I never had a lesson in my life., |,
{ Zenos ] He passed one night with a band--he used to get all the boys from around

the block, you know, and go play, parade all around.
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k2 LLewis:j . |1 always did?]--I used to play, vsed to call it a field band. That's
: ‘what we called field bands. We had so many flutes, these.things here--
[Russell:] Yeahe
[Lewiéi] And two drums--sometime we wouldn't have any drums, we'd have a tub. .And
‘we'd march the streets at night like that. |
" [Russell:] Just the kids.
Q‘LLewis:l Yeah, just the kids.
(Russell:] Oh, tell me one thing--people used to tell me [that] sometimes at the
!regular parades (that) .the kids would take flutes along like that, and play with the |
:‘big band--did they ever do that, allow that? |
[Lewis: ] Well, the onliest bands I saw with flutes was Jones' Band--Jones from the
.HomeLWaif's' Home ]J-=Louie Armstrong;
|[Russell:] But I mean, say--say if the Masons would have a parade or something, like
' today with the Eureka Band, would any of the little kids in the neighborhood take
their instruments along and try to play with them or anything, in the "second line"?
|Lewis: ] I don't remember seeing anything like that.
; [ Zenos ] No, nothing like that.
LRusseli:.] In the "second line," did they ever take any instruments?
"[Lewis:]  No, I didn't see any, I never saw any.
* | Zeno: ] No, they didn't allow that sort of--
(Russell:] Never saw--
,‘ [Lewis:]  But I remember, I know the, the Jones! Band used to have them,because on--
‘what they call this?=-the 30th of May--we used 1o éall it--
[Russell: ] | Oh, yes.
 |Lewis: ] Used to call it Grand Armies Day down here. They'd have a big to-do down
at the Chalmette [Cemetary]. What you call it; Memorial Day?
[Russell:] Yeah.
[Lewis: ] 1"Ierﬂnor:'L.5\1T Day.

(Russell:] Yeah, down at--
lAllen:]  Yeah, Memorial Day.
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'VLLewis:] QMemorial Day. Well, Jones' Band, they would have flutes, such as--the boys,
some of the boys was too small to play clarinet, such as Joe kena; he was éne of those
* flute players; he was--Joe Rena was one of those flute playerse.
'[Zeno:j They mostly have the little, little--
}LLewis:I' Too small, you know, too small to, for clarinet.

LZeno:] LUnintelligible] mostly flutes like that. Because they used to pass Qn
Rampart Street, you know--the old survivors.

[Russell:] Yes.

[Lewis: ] 0ld soldiers, you know--they'd march down--
- [Zenos: ] The old soldiers, you’know-—some of them was, hardly could get about; all
they could think about--nothing but flute.

1[Allen:] NOW==

{Russell: ] Well, they still have a fife and drum corps sometimes today, like that.
- | Zeno: ] Well, they have the drum, yes, but they look like them drums was about
Vthis high. |
[Allen:]  Yeah.

[Russell: ] Yeah; big field drums they call those today even, sometimes.
| Zeno: ] Yes. | |
| Lewis: ] Yeah.

[Allen: ] When did you first follow a parade or a funeral? Do you know what your
. age was, about?
:-tLewis:] Oh, éround.about six years old. I followed'parades——well, I used to run
away and follow parades--jump the fence ﬁo follow parades. I have a cut right here

from a "second line"--|{unintelligible]. See right here.

{Allen: ] Uh-mhhe
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LIfﬂEEFJ It happened on Uréqline between Liberty and Marais, A brick was throwed
out, nothin' but a kid, and struck me right here. And my mother and them were
livin! in, ah, on Liberty between Ursuline ahd-—where the sisters they have, the

‘ -sisters live there now; them was a--my gran--my great grandmother's mistress was

. when we all were livinl there. And aﬂ; that's when I got struck with this brick, one

throwed a brick.

[fgggg;l Wel}, that was just an accident, they wouldn't do that on purpose. [They

want to hit someone else on purpose. ]

|Lewis: | Oh, they wasn't doing it on purpose, but they wére throwin'--fighting, and
I caught that lick. Following, following the parades. I jumped a fencej I

remember I had the scarlatina fevér, and I was peeling like potatoes.

(Russelt] Yeah,
szﬁgfz] And they used to send the police to see how I was comin' along so they

J would take the quarantine off.

(Russell: ] Uh-huh,

.LQEHEE=J Used to plaster'all the ceilings to fumigate the house, and as long as I
was peeling, I wasn't supposed to go out, see? But I jump the fence and go follow
the parade. We were livin' right back of the pre‘s Hall then--it wasn't the
Cooperator--it was the Hope's Hall, right there at 1226 St. Philip.

| [Russell: ] Yeah, ’

Lééﬂii‘] And I--that's where I made my first communion there, in 1910.
Russell: ] Can you remember the music you hear tﬁere at Hope's Hall? I think you

told me once you'd hear the band--I mean even when you were a kid, you didn't go

in, you'd hear + . .

LLewis: ] . No, we didn't go in, we uﬁed to dance in the yards, back in the yard,

because we could hear the music right from upstairs, uh-huh.

Lﬁgﬁggll:j Yeéh. Do you know who ﬁas plaving then? Did you ever know who they

were?
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LEEH1§=J Well, I heard, I ﬁeard Freddy Keppard there;'I heard Manuel |Perez] there;
i hea;d an old time bass player, Jimmy, Jimmy Brown, there; I heard MacMurray there,
the old time drummer--and who else did I hear--I used to hear [Willie] Cornish
there; I heard a lot of old timers, I heard, used to play right, there,
[Russell: | Yeah.
LLEHE§=J Now on the front, they had a big porch, where the band used to come out
on front and play.
[Russell: ] Oh, yeah.
ngﬂigﬁl Before they go in, vou know, they play two tune, yeah.
(Russell:] To advertise!
|Lewis: ] Uh-huh, yeah.
(Allen: ] What did they call that when they'd go on the porch?
(Lewis: ] Just to attract the people's attention,” that's all.
[Allen: ] Did they have a name for it? |
[Lewis: ] No, they didn't have no name for it. That stayed like that way up until
they stop having dance hall. 'Cause that, when I started playing, that continued on
until oh, in the '20s, when the halls started, you know, these dances started g01ng
down, down, down. What we used to do is stand in front of the Perseverance, also

in front of the Economy Hall and all of those halls that didn't have porches,
"They was downstairs. The New Hall, and the France Amis Hall, all them halls--we stay
on the sidewalk, play three, four numbers to get the people's attention, and then
Fe‘d go in,

Lé%}gg:] What caused the dance halls to go down? ! .

| Lewis: | Well, I thlnk after the war, when the depression started coming on, ya know,
and people just didn't have enough money; the society clubs start to fading out, ya
know, they weren't glving anything, see. The organizations just couldn't keep up the

halls, just, you know, off the funds of the organization, so it just went down.
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[fg££g§]~ Who did you hear when you‘were in the "Second Line"; do you remember any
“of ‘the people?
|Lewis: ] I heard the Excelsior, the Original Tuxedo, the Onward, the Superior.
|Allen: ] The Superior was a marching band, then? _

LLEEEE’] It was a marching band--I believe it was two, there was the Superior dance
band , and there was a Superior marching band too.
. lAllen: ] Uh-huh.

LEEEEE‘J Al so there was two.Imperial bands;‘there was a marching band and then--and
the Onward was only one; it'was, was just a marching band.

Lé;}gg:l I see. Well, would the same guys play in the orchestra and in the mar- ?
"|Lewis:] No, no, not exactly. No. | |

[Allen: | They-woulan't be the same as the brass band?

LEEEEE‘] No, wouldn't always be the same, no. Well, I think in one, in one of the
Imperial band, Manuel Perez was brass band man and dance band man.

(Allen: ] Uh-huh.

l}ﬁﬂﬂfﬁ] But they had men like Adolphaﬁlexandef [Sr.], his father--well, he played
a melophone, a baritone, he didn't play in it ldance band].

lAllen: ] Uh-huh.

kégﬂiﬁ:] And also--that man was raised with you there--Barbarin's f ather, he didn't, .
yeah.

(Russell: ] Yes, Isidore.

|Lewis: ] Yeah, Isidore. Lot of 'em didn't.

[ Zeno: ] Isidore.

|Hussell: ] Was he raised with you? Do you remember?
| Zeno: ] Isidore? |

|Lewis: ] Yeah.

|Russell: ] Isidore Barbarin?
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[Zeno:] If I remember him! Grew in the yard with us children. Oh, he was, and all..
the children of the neighborhood, my grandmother would leave us,they had a big

yard, and Isidore Baréarin, the old man, he grewed in the vard there with us.

[Kllen:] He's gettin' a little deaf now.

[Zeno:] Oh, well, he's old; Isidore; he's old,

[Allen: | Is he as old as you?

LZeno: | Huh?

[Allen: ] 1Is hé older than you?

L Zeno: ] No, no, he's not as old as I am; I'm the oldest one. But he's Tati's age,
around Tati and Alphonses.

LLewis:] Up in the eighties.

{Zeno: | In the eighties. Good in about, Tati was about eighty-seven, eh?
[Russell: ] I think he's close to ninety now. I forget, Paul told me‘the last
birthday, I forget what he said.

|Lewis: ] He's way up there, I know that,

[Zeno:] Tati will be eighty-eight.

(Allen: ] Uh-huh.

[Zeno: | And that's his--that's about Isidore's age.

|Russell: J Well, this changes the subject a little bit, but when did you go across

" the lake? You used to tell me about going over there.

[Lewis: ] Oh, I used to go across the lake every year, practically, along when I was
goin' to school, on vacation from a kid,
lRussell: ] Did your mother go over there with you?

[Lewis: ] No, my f ather and my mother, well, they was separated at that time..

|Russell: ] - Oh, I see.

[Lewis: ] I used to go over there with my.father, LtBut I went over the lake in, in

19, around 1919, or something like that. No. It was a little later than that--in

the beginning of the twenties, in '20. When my--Mildred taken éick; and she was
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born in 1919, And she was taken very low sick.
L Zeno: | You was about twenty-one years old, huh?
[Lewis: ] No, I was just ‘twem.;y.
L Zeno: | | Mildred was born inwhen?
(Lewis: ] 191911
[ Zeno: ] 1919.
(Lewis: ] And I stay over there then until twenty, twenty-three I thini{.' K étayed'
over there, you know, permanently. So they . . . and my lﬂathexj died around in
that, that, time and I came back to New‘Orleans.
‘ l[_@lﬁ:] And did you hear any music over theré, i e s & T
[Lewis: ] -WelJ., I was playing,sure.
[Russell: ] [Laughs]
[Allen: | You heard sorﬁé , huh?
LL_e_ng_s_:J Sure, I played, I played with Leonard Parker over there, I played with
Buddy Petit's band over thére, around over there.
LAllen: | Wﬁat was the firrstAband- you played with over the lake?
Lewis: ] The first band I played over the lake‘ with was, was the little Biack Eagle.
(Mllen:] Uh-hwh, L |
Lewis: | Over the lake, there,
Russell: ] To interrupt again, since Dick asked you what music you heard-n-yoﬁ
used to tell me about hearing Isidore Fritz.
tLewis: ] I heard Isidore Fritz.
[Russell: | That's what I wanted to know about.
[ Lewis: | Isidore Frits and Bunk lJomnsonl. . . .
Iind of Reel II
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