STELLA OLIVER 1
Reel I [of 3]--Digest--Retype
aApril 22, 1959

Also present: William Russell, Ralph Collins,
Mrs. Bertha Miles. :

tella Oliver, the widow of Joe "King" Oliver, says that she
and Oliver were married July 13, 1912; she says he was a fine hus=-
band, a fine man and a fine musician, that she loved nhim dearly,
and that they got along beautifully, although they had thelr ups
and downs. B8he says that he died in 1938 "nearly eighteen vears"
[gic]l, but his name is still known. 80 was born in Donaldsonville,
Louisiana, up the river thnree miles from Abend, where Joe was born.
Joe has twco gisters, one in Arizona and one in New York (Mrs. Johnsgson
iz the name of the Hew York sister) (and perhaps one other, in
Chicago) still living. Joe was born Decemper 19, 1885; SO did not
know Joe untill they lived in New Oxleans, where they worked near
each other; Joe worked for a Jewish family, which practically raised
him:; SO worked at a house on Second 8Street, arnd Joe worled i nis
place on Magazine near Second, and they were only two doors apart.
80 sayes Joe didn't know much albout the corxrnet, Hut he wasg determined
.0 learn. Answerlng WR, 80O says she doesn't know when Joe came to
New Orleans, but wnen they met Joe was duite a young man; SO knew
Joe for four or five veaxrs before they got married, and Joe had keen

in New Orleans several vears before that; Joe's mother had died, and

s

Joe had come to New Orxleans after she died, when he was gtill a bLoy.
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80 says Joe was raised like one of the family, that he did as he
pleaged, coming and going at will. 8O says Joe went on a tour with
a man | Kinchen?], who took a couple of boys with him, and that
they got gtranded above Donaldsonville. Jce was on cornet then,
having been switched from trombone (his original instrument) be-
cause he was too loud:; 80 savs that 1s the time she met Joe., After
that, Joe hegan playing at wvarious dances, and at balls; then he

got so good that he didn't want to work as [vard bey with the Jewish
forily] anvrore, and 80 and Joe cob mearried. S0 says the job he

nad didn't pay much, but Joe could get off anytime he wanted,

o
:

he was brought up by the family. Joe's father, Henry, was a
minister; nhis mother was named Virginia; they both had died befor
80 met Joe. SO sgavs that Joe plaved on trucks advertising, for
dances, and that she would follow him bearing hard-boiled eggs,
which Joe ate, claiming it made him strong for playing. 80 savs
gsometimes two bands would nmeet at a corner, where they would try to
out=-play each other. 80 says |Papal Celestin and others would be
at these rmeetings, and it was like Mgrdi Gras. Joe later plaved
only for dances, among them belng dances at Tulane [Universityl.

[c£. Johnny Wiggs, Reel ?] SO, answering WR, says that Joe hadn't

[

played in other bands before the dance jobs, that the bands were

"pick-up" bands. Hardly any of the musicians in the pick-up bands
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had a "standard" [i. e., steady] jcb. 80 says the first band Joe
played with was a brass band, the Onward, and also tne Magnolis

|Cf. Louie Keppard, Reel 7?]; she savs both were brass bands. After
that, Joe had a couple of little bands in the District; they got

paid $1 per night, and 80 savs they lived very well on that. SO
answers WR, saying the bands got tips. After Joe had plaved in the
District for & long time, he had a band waich plaved at a dance Aall
called The Stable, on Poydras Street; one night, the place was raided
and everyone was taken to jail; Joce thought it was awful that a man
who was making an honest living could be taken to jail like that, so
he went to Chilcago. He plaved for a Miss or Mrs. Major, wnho ran a
dance hall, the Royal Garden, on 3lst street; then he went to a
nlack-end-tan club, the Plantation. Meanwhile, he had got

Louis [Armstrong] to join his band; SO says Louis had promised Joe

1¢ would join ailm &8 soon as Joe got & geood jeb, 80 says Louls would
come to thelr house and run errands for them, and that Louis followed
Joe everywhere he went, that they were fond of each other, and that
SO called Louis her boy. Louis got a job playing on the steamer
Sidney; after that, Joe went to Chicago and got a job. 80 says Joe
worked zt the Dreamland in Chicago, and also at the Pekin, waich was
an after-hours place for actors. SO answers WR, saving that Joe nad

the job with Miss Major when she sent for nim te come to Chicago, that
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he did not just go there and look for work. |[Compare Jazzmen & King

Jog Oliver] SO says Oliver took with him to Chicage the following

men: Johnny 8t. Cvr, banjo; Jimmie Noone, clarinet; the Dodds

[ Jonnny, clarinet and Baby, drums], and Honore Dutrey, trombone. SO
comments that Louis Armstrong was in the band then [at the Roval
Garden], and that when Louis would play a break, Joe would "catch"

it immediately; she says it was beautiful music. [Cf. Dbooks]

Louls played with Joe for a long time, until business began to be
slack; then Louis began playing with Erskine Tate, at the Vendome
[theater]. Joe continued playing, in "hole in the wall” places, like
the Pekin, until he got a job with Dave Peyton at the Plantation Club;
the job was a very good one, and Joe stayed a long time, although he
didn't like (Pevton?]. When the Plantation closed, Joe went to

New York. 80 saye Joe had much success in Chilcago, that that was
where he made "Dippermouth Blues," which was his first composgition,
and which he sold for a few pennles because he didn't know anv better.
Joe went to New York on ais own, and the trip was not a success [see
latexr, this pagel]l; with him were "Kid' Ory, [Honore]l Dutrey [?--two

tromboneg? Cf. King Joe Rust ], Red Allen, Albexrt Nicholas and

Pzul Barbarin pand others]; he pand plaved around New York, and did
fairly well, "but not much, because the men began to get tired." Ory

jand others] left the Land, hecause [they? he?] was not as strong as
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he had been. WR mentions Joe's troukle with his teeth: S0 savs he
Y

and that he began "failing" on the cor-

L]

had "pyorrhea of the gums,’
net. He decided to play one-nighters. He went to Nashville
[Tennessee], wnhere nhe stayed a long time, but the bands he led were
not up to par; also, it was depression time, and hard on the music
business. 80 savs they had a little money, but lest it all in a
Cihicago bank. The band moved around, but the men got tired; Ory

went to California, as did, she thinks, Dutrey (who didn't live long;
hie had been gassed in World War I), and St. Cyr went back to New Or-
leans. Also during this time, the band went to San Francisco; SO went
with them. B8he ssys that was where Louis met Lil [Hardin] Armetrong,
in Los Angeles [These tines are messed up, California pericd was
1921~22.]. In San Francisco, the hand plaved at a five-and-ten dance
hall [the Pergolal], which was cn Market Street; WR savs the place is
still there. WR asks if SO remembers Bertha Gonsouliln, supposed to
nave plaved with the bhand for a while in California, but SO does not
remember. S0 says that Joe began using a non-pressure system of
plaving the cornet, and he did very well that way, for a number cf
vears. He plaved with false teeth at one time. PFrom California,
where the rest of the band quit, the Olivers went back tc Chicago,

and then tc New York; 8$0 says she had i1t all backwards. WR savs he
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has heard that Joe made a shcrt trip to St. Louils once; 80 says Joe
went there toc try to persuade Louils Armstrong to leave the boat and
join his band. 80 reminisces, saving that Joe liked |base] ball
garmesg; he also liked playing pool |[pocket billiards], and SO would
take nis lunch to him because he wouldn't want to quit playing; 8O
says Joe didn't like to eat anywhere but at home, or things prepared
at home. She agrees with WR that Joe liked to eat:; SO says Joe

wasn't afraid to spend money for food he liked to eat, and he was also
very liberal about money with his friends. 80 says she found in Joe's
bankbook that he had sent mcney to Jimry Palao, whose family was sick
at the time, and Joe didn't tell anvone about it. 80 saye it's a
shame Joe's musicians didn't stick by him when he needed them, and
that sne nas seen s couple of books wiaich didn't say nice things about
aim, and he was a nlce man with a wonderful disposition. He liked to
kid people, never got mad, and was good-natured anout everything. He
loved his home, and was not a man to stay out late [after his work].
SO says he was not a drinking man. WR says he heard Joe liked to
dring sugar watex; 80 savs he liked Chinese food [still popular with
New Orleans Negroes], and would drink sugar water when he ate Chinese
food. 80 savs she doesn't think Joe had diabetes (WR had said he had

neard he might have had that disease), that he never complained. She
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says he was duite depressed in later years, and always thinking. She
says ne would jump up from his sleep, saying nhe nad a musical idea;
he would try them on hisg cornet, and then write them before he went
back to sleep. 80 savs Joe might have lasted loncger [ in popularity]
if ne hadn't been so hard to understand; she explains that since Joe
was not a drinking man, and that his friends and acquaintances were
[for the most part], the friends et al couldn't understand why he did
not drink with them, and consequently, the friendships would become
somewhat cooler. 8O says, however, that Joe was really a genius.

S0 says Joe didn't want anyone to sell his band for nim [an agent];
ne wanted to do it all himself. He lost a lot of money because he can-
celled contracts (because of rain, etc.), and often had to redeem
pledges st pawn siows for the instruments of some of his musicians.
WR asgks about the bus Joe had; 80 said he bought it in Nashville, and
that he also bought a mall truck in Nashville, to carry his music and
the instruments in, and ne wasn't allowed to use the maill truck
("they" wouldn't let him) . SO0 says Joe would probably nave lived
longer [and retained his popularity] if he had had someone to run his
business, but he wanted to do it all himself. 80 tells about how
Louis Armstrong would come to thelr house, and how ghe would ccok red

beans for Louls and Joe; she tells about putting hock bones in the
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heans for seasoning. Joe and Louls would watch e€ach cther to see who
would be the one to grab the last of the hock bones--having fun with
each other. SO and WR talk sbhout the paysic Louls would insist every-
one take~-Swiss Cris [sp?l. S0 says Joe was only 54 when he died,
that she thinks he should have lived to be 65 at least, because he
didn't drink and dissipate. She answers WR, saying that Joe was heavy
as a bov and young man, too, that he had plenty of solid food, and he
drank mach water, and the water made him heavy. WR savs Lee Collins
told him the Olivers had a big meal for him when he first went to
Chicago; S0 says Joe was so gecod to her that the only way she could
show her appreciation was tc be nice to his friends, so she would

cook red beans and rice and invite all his friends to their house.

80 savs Joe liked company, tco, and liked for them to eat. 80 answers
WR, saving when in Chicagc she lived on Prairie near 31lst, but the
first place she lived was at Vernon and 39th; she says [Joe] Glazer had
& little dance hall near there, which ig where Joe Oliver met him.

WR saye Glazer later nad a place called the Sunset, where Louis Arn-
strong worked. 80 says she thought [one time] that Glazer had the

Plantation (but she 1s not sure).

® End of Reel I
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Also present: William Russell, Ralph Collins.

WR asks 80 about the music in Donaldsonville when she was a girl
grcwing up there; she says that when they wanted a band, they got one
from New Orleans. [cf. p. 14 on Claiborne Williams.] She sayvs girls
couldn't go to dances unless they had an invitation, that it was nore
stcrict then than now. She saye there were no paradeg with brass
bandg in Donaldsonville [Claiborne Williams Brass Band was in

Dongldsonville. cf. Esqu;;eﬂg Jazz Book 1945--RBA]l. E£0 angwers WR,

saying they had churches, and that there was music in them; she says
part of her famlly were Baptists, and part were Catholic, because of
the ancestry of various ones. Joe didn't belong to any church, but
his parents were Baptist, his father Deing a Baptist preacher. Joe
was fond of the hvrnsg, however, and joking, would say he would take
some of the hymns and make up some songs. [e€.9., "Chimes Blues."]
Eventually someone did this; Joe played many of the hymns, not at

dances, but at funerals. On the wav to the burial, the bands would

play hymns, and coming back, with the second line, the band would

lay "[Oh,] Didn't He Ramble." SO says Manuel Perez played with

?ci

Joe, in brass bands, and they were "dquite chumuy;" 80 says Joe al-
wave said Perez wes a fine musician. S50 savs Bud Scott played with
Joe, too, and Joe thought he was a wonderful banjc plaver. WR asks

about Bunk Johnson; SO says gne knows about him, £from the time he
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came back to New Orleans |early 1940's] and so did Joe, Lut Joe

never "raved" about Bunk, perhaps decause they were of different

ages. [CEf. letters in Jazzmen.] SO says Bunk didn't tecome famous
until late years, and didn't live long after that. She says she
asked Louls |[Armstrong] about Bunk, and Louis told her Bunk care
after them [Joe Oliver and A;ﬁstrong]. 80 answers WR, saying she
knew Freddy Keppard, and thé%{was full of fun; he played a style
similar to Joe's, "at the top of his voice," and was a very funny

man, always having fun. SO says Keppard was the first person to take
an entire band from New Orleans to Chicagoc; WR says Bill Johnson, who
also played basgs with Oliver, told him that, and 80 remembers Johnson.
WR says Johnson is still living, but he can't find hir; WR savs he
went To his ncuse in Chicago last year, was told Johnson was in Texas,
wrote him, but did not get an answer. WR mentions that he knew
Jonrnny Dodds, and especially knew Baby Dodds; 8O savs Baby was so
funny, a nice fellow; SO says Baby was in St. Louis when Joe went to
gee Armstrong. 80 says Joe had ancther drurmer who was about 17 vears
©ld, and sne and WR supply the name, "Red Happy" Bolton. 80 savs she
knew Jelly Roll Morten. WR says Manuel "Hoss" Manetta plaved with
Joe Oliver, tou, and SO agrees. She says she and Joe were living on
Dryades near 4th street at the time, and because the bedrcor wag at

the front of the house, people could tell when Joe was home because

E
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they could hear him snoring. 80 savs she used to give beer to the
rugicilans, who would come by her house; she made her own beer, and
would also sometimes make wine, having it around Christmas tine. SO
agrees with WR that Joe liked to play pool, saying that he would go
without eating sometimes, to play pool; she says he was good. SO
agreeg with WR that Joe plaved pool sometimes at the "Big 25;" 80 savs
Joe worked at the place, playing muslc, sometimes with only piano and
a singer--in fact, he worked there for years in groups of that size
nefore he got up a band to go away. Lizzie Miles sang there some-
times. WR says Lizzie's birthday is March 31; SO savs her birthday is
April 7, and Joe's was December 19. 80 answers WR, saying she knows
about Buddy Bolden, that Joe knew him, but they never played together,
hecause thev were hoth "kings." 80 says i1if Bolden should bhlow from
where she is, he could be heard in Carrollton--[a distance of 35-40
hlocks~-wmosslble, perhaps, about 1900, on an aksolutely still and quiet
night] . SO says he was a great guy, too, but he was a "show-off," and
[kept to himself?]. 80 says she knew Lorenzo Staulz, the guiltarist.

SO answerg RC, saying she did dance to the band [Oliver's], and ad-
mits that she was very good, especially at the Charleston:; Joe didn't
dance. WR asks about the dances a2t the Tulane [University] Gym; 8O

say$ the men in the kband were given hottles of whiskey and sandwiches

=
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[pPlus money?), and Joe would take the whiskey to keep foxr them, saying
it wasn't the best thing to do to drink on the job, because they might
get too boisterous. The dances were not given every week, and she
thinks they were given by some fraternity. They were held after she
had been married [}912} a while. At that time they were living on

R

. b i Ticoghley AJr /
Dryades and Fou.::t’ri.,I Joe didn't have a regular band there, depending

J

on picking up men for whatever jobs came along. 80 says she was told
the bhand [the ones that played at Tulane Gym jobs] was good. She says
"they" would tell him to pat his feet |when plavingl; she savs he
really could blow. 80 answers WR, saving Joe used a Conn cornet; he
later had a trumpet, whilch was given tc him when he played for

Miss Major [of the Royal Garden] in Chicago. |Compare photographs.]
WR asks how Joe started his band on a tune; SO says he would stoxp off.

80 answers WR, saying that Joe did play with the Eagle Band, which she

n

ays wags a brass band [Joe was in Eagle orchestra also--RBA]. S0 says
that for a long time they(?] did not have a regular band [regular per-
sornel] , that when they had a job the Eagle Band and the Magnolia Band
[was probably only an orchestra--see Louis Keppard interview] "would
alwavs £1ll in" [pick up men?]. 80 says Freddy Keppard was fine on
parades; he liked to "buck" with Joe, and would tell him he was "going

to run him in. WR asks if 80 ever went to dances at the Masonic Hzll

eadi

on Perdido Street; 80 says she did, but it was sort of a rough place,
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and Joe didn‘t‘like nher toc go there. S0 answers WR, saying that Joe
played at the Economy Hall, which is downtown; she volunteers taat

Joe played at the Globe Hall, which, ncw torn down, according to WR,
was near the Municipal Auvditorium. SO answers WR, saying she doesn't
know if admission was charged to the Tulane dances, but she thinks
they were fraternity proms, and that the fraternity [members] didn't
pay. WR save Louis Keppard [who plaved guitar] told him, and showed
nlm a photograph in which he was wearing a manager's cap, that he was
manager of the Magnolia Band when Joe played in it; WR asks 1f Joe was
the leader at anytire; 80 sayse he was not, that ne was never leader of
any brass band [inclusion of a guitar in the band leads to some doubt
that the Magnolia was, in fact, a brass band]. (C£. Paul Barbarin,
Reel 7?7, Oliver lead Onward at one time.] SO says Red Allen's father

[Henry Allen, Sr.] was also in the band. WR asks if Joe ever had a

A
L=

(]

acher; SO says ne had one in New Orleans, but she does not remember
his name. Joe dot his flrst instrument after he moved to New Orleans;
1ig nother brought nim to town [and died soon after?], and he stayed

a wnile with his sistexr, but he "railsed himself.” S0 says that
Vincent Lopez [perhaps she means Rav Lopez?] took a few lessons fron
Joe in Chicage, and that a lot of them |[white musicians] would come to
the Royal Garden to listen to Joe and hils band and study the “breaks.’

SO answers WR (who said he heard that Joe lived across the lake, =%
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Mandeville once), saving he did not, that he never traveled until he
went to Chicago. 80 says Joe was content to stay in New Orleans until
the tine he got arrested [see Reel I]; WR savs Kid Ory, who also was
arrested then, told him of the incildent. 80 says Joe would never come
back to New Oreang after that, although he got many offers to return;
ghe savs she thinks he would have done well if he had come back. WR
asks 1f 80 remembers hearing the Claiborne Williams heand in Donaldsorn-—
ville [cf. p.9]; she says she does, and answers another dguestion, say-
ing she went to some of the dances that band played for, but a girl
had to be invited to them. WR savs Williams' band was resident in
Donaldsonville. 80 answers WR, saying Williams' band was not jazzy
like Joe's bands, that Williamg' bend was swoother; she savs Willians'
son has a band in Donaldsonville now. SO says she has a nephew in
Donaldsonville, a barber who also plays music, and that he has a
15-vear <ld son who plays, end a small daughter who plays. WR asks
about blues singers in Donaldsonville; SO says there were none there,
that they all came from cut c¢f town--e.g., Mamie 8mith, and Marv Mack

of Mack and Mack. 80 answers WR, sgaving Joe loved to play the blues.

S0 answers WR, saying that Joe taught Louls Armgtrong by [written]
music, not by ear. She says L.A.'s being able to read came in handy
when he went into the Vendome [theater, with Erskine Tate]. 80 says

1at Joe did not bother to try to teach any other bovs but Louis.
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80 talks of Armstronc, about how he comes to see her when he is in

New Oxrleans, about a living rcom suite ne gave her, and about how she
has asked Mr. [Joe] Glazei to get word to Louils (in Europe and Israel)
that she 1is sick. SO shows a picture of Joe and Louis taken when they
were on the boat [steamer Sidnev?]. 80O shows a newspaper, the Chicagc
Defender of April 16, 1938, wihlch contains reference to Armstrong's
opening a new job, and news of Joe Oliver's funeral in New York City.
There 1s a picture (80 savs taken in 8t. Louis?) of Oliver and Arn-—
strong, with a ception stating that the picture was loaned by

Mrs. Ruby Frazier, daughter of Joe Oliver, and the picture is of the
twe men when Armstrong first arrived in Chicago in 1921. There is also
a pilcture of Bill Robinson, dancing, elsewhere in the paper. WR asks
how tall Joe Oliver was, agking 80 to compare his height with that of
Bill Jonnson |[Lass playerl), who was guite tall; SO saye Joe was astall
as Joihnson. WR sayve he knew several merbers of the Oliver band;

Lil Armstrong, Jonnny and Baby Dodds. He alsgo knew Armstrong's last
[present?] wife, Lucille, and says he even met Alpha Armgtronyg
[ernother wife] once. 80 shows various pictures, from various dates.
WR asks 1if Joe was 2lind in his cone bad eye; 80 says he had been blind
in that eye since childhood. RC agks how he became blind in that eve;
80 savs Joe told her someone put something in his cap, and when he put

it on, the something got in his eye and destroved the sig
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[cf. Clarence "Little Dad" Vincent, Reel ?] 8O0 talks about Joe,
saying he was healtihy, didn't drink much, but ate plenty; WR asks
aow much he weighed; S0 says ne welghed 260 when she met him. She
says he was big all over. SO answers WR, saying that Joce wasg not a
professional musician when she met him. 8She says they were both
yvoung when they met, and that he was only two years older than she.
He quit his yardboy job when he began playving music a lot, becoming
Letter~-known; and he was marriled at the time. RC asks if

Buddy Bolden's rusic was like Oliver's, but S0 misunderstandg +he
questiocn, and says that the cold-time music was better-suited to
dancing than the music of today. 8he says she listened to a band

for Universal [Furniture Store--Sharkey?], which had the right beat.

End of Reel IIX
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Also present: William Russell, Ralph Collins.

There 1s further discussion about the band SO saw and heard on
TV, a hand playing for the Universal Furniture Store; SO says that
band had about the same tempos [as the older ands she prefers, and
of Oliver's band]; she thinks it must have been a "make-up" band, as
she doesn't hear them or of them anymore. SO0 answers WR, saving that
1 Buddy] "King” Bolden played about like Joe Oliver did. She answers
RC and WR, saying that the Bolden band would make up the songs it
plaved [but it is probable that she is talking akout the Oliver band
or getting personnel mixed up--see following]. She savs Ory would
ging songs he had made up, and the rest would then work them out;
thev would wnhistle and sing songs they made up to each other. She
says Bolden wasn't really a musician, that he didn't read music
"so very well,”" bubt he was a jazzran. 80 answers WR, sayving Joe
could read music when she met him, that he was a good reader. She
says Joe and/or Louis Armstrong would plav a bresak parase, and tie
cthers would pick it up immediately. 80O says she gaw, not long ago,
a "reward" posted for some of Joe's old records, a "reward" of $50
eacn, out she cculdn't find anvy of them cecause she had moved so
rmuch. WR asks about Joe's first records; SO savs the first were Ffor

Gennett, and answers WR, saying thev were made in Chicago, but they
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went to [Richmond,] Indiana to make some others—~sgshe thinks to make

"Down Home in Indilana,”

or something like that. 80 says Joe's first
big [hit] record was "Sugar Foot Blues" [i.e., "Dippermcuth Blues,"
also known as "Sugerfoot Stomp"], and that Joe sold the tune for

very little noney. WR sayve Melrose published it. 80O doesn't

remember the names of other Oliver tunes, but she has a list; she savs
Joe and Lil |[Hardin] Armstrong wrote a lot of tunes together. WR asks
where Joe was playing when he doubled at the Pekin; S0 savs it was at
the Royal Garden. WR asks what the name of the place was first; SO
finally decides it was the Lincoln Garden, later changed to the

Royal Garden. [cf. Allen & Rust, King Joe Oliver] SO answers WR,
gaving that Jimmie Noone went to Chicago with Joe, because Noone,
[Albert] Nicholas and [Barneyl Bigard, Johnny and Babv Dodds [and
Oliver] all went at the gome time. 80 does not know when Joe first
came to New Orleans; she says she met him when he was 17 [On Reel I,
ghe savs she nhad known Joe about 4 yvears when thevy gct married, in
1912; Joe was 17 in 1902.], and that he was plaving his horn then,

but not working for money--just playing in bands that would pick him
up, just for the experience. 80 says Joe didn't play with Bolden,
because Joe alwavs read music, always wanted to be a reader, and

Bolden didn't read music at all=--but he [Bolden] could blow. WR asks

1f Joe studied with Dave Perkins; SO save he did, and that there was
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another cne Joe studied with, but she can't remerber his name. WR
asks about the name, Ruby [Frazier], on the newspaper picture in the
Chicado Defender, asking if Ruby is Joe's daughter or $0's. SO says
Ruby, who died about six years ago, was her daughter, not Joe's. SO
tells WR that Joe's California sister, Miss [?] [Elizabeth] Watkin,
lives on West Adams Street in Los Angeles; he [Miss Watkin's husband?]
bought a hotel in Los Angeles, using money thevy had made in the policy
business [1.e., nurmbers racket] in Chicago. WR says he saw

Johnny St. Cyr, Ed Garland and Pop Foster in California recently, and
if he had known Joe had m sigter living there, ne would have tried to
gee her. SO says she gaw those musicians at Kid Ory's place |?] when
ghe was there. 80 answers WR, saying that the California sister is
older than Joe, but is very spry. 80 says the New York sister (SO0 un-
certain that she is still living) 4is next [in zge] to the Californis
sister. 80 says the Californila sister visited 8O 2 or 3 years ago,
and she said Vic [Johnson, in New York] had had a stroke; since SO
writes onlv to California, she doesn't know sbout New York. The
Califcrnia address is Hotel Watkin, 2022 West Adams Boulevard, Los
Angeles 7, California. Joe had a sister who died in New Orxleans, also.
80 angwers WR, sayilng that Joe was only a boy in short pants when he
traveled with the band in which he played trombone. 8She says Peyton

{or Kinchen] took them to near Baton Rouge, on a gamble, and they
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alrost nad to walk back. Joe was plaving trombone so loud that he
was taken off that and put on cornet. 80 doesn't know when Joe
played his first job on cornet. She answers WR, saving that Joe did
listen to the songs railroad workers and dockworkers sang, and that
he would play them; she says he also would take church songs and

play them, to her objection. SO says Joe nad many experiencesg and
much pleasure, that he might object if soneone like Ory [or anvone
else] came to his house to tell him about a funeral for the next day,
but he was always in a good humor [inferring that he would be joking
when making the objection]. SO is asked if he disliked funerals; she
savs he liked the "coming back" part, hbut didn't like to play the
dirges on the way to the cemetery. She talks about the "coming back"
part of the funerals, saving the people would sing "[Oh,] Didn't He

1

Ramble?.” 80 says Joe was too liberal [generous] with his monev, and
that's one reason he died so poor, but he was set in his wavs, and
didn't take advice. S0 says Oliver's band was the hilghest-paid band
on the South Side |[of Chicagol. 80 says Joe lcoaned a lot of money,
especially to mermbers of his band, and most of the loans were never
repaid; she talks about payday in Chicagoc, which was done at the
Olivers' house. $She answers tnat the members of the Land were paid
$75 per week plus tips. 80 talks abtout money and about wanting to

buy property in New Orleans. SO talks about not having rmuch now, and

i
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now she worked until last September, as an upstairs-housemaid, and
how she was on one job nine years, until she got sick.

WR says he understands that a lot of dances were held on Monday
nignts, at places like the Econory Hall; 80 does not remenber why
~ne dances were held on Monday nights. §&he answers WR, saying that
Joe plaved some of those dances, or anything worthwhile; she says Joe
was in demand, that all the rest of the really good men had left-~
Louis [Nelson?)], Freddy Keppard----Manuel [Perez] wasn't doing much,
because he was a cigar maker. RC agks if Joe played at the lake; SO
says he did. WR asks about Oliver's composition, "West End Blues,”
and if it had any connectlon with West End, at the lake; 80 gays it
was named for West End, a resort for Negroes on the lake. §0 answers
WR, saying Joe played at the lake before the war [WW I], and even Dbe-
fore they were married [1912]. SO says Spanish Fort [on the lake] was
for whites. WR asks i1f Joe ever played at Spanish Fort, and savs
that [Armand J.] Piron played there; 80 says Joe plaved there, and
tnat e played a lot for white dances, because there was no good white
dance band around New Orleans. SO0 answers WR, saying that Joe plaved
at Milneburyg, and she saye Milneburg was also for Negroces. SO says
New Orleans was a great town, but nct anymore. S0 talks sbout inex-—
pensive living in New Orleans, end talks about "lagniappe." 60 says

lagniappe was to get the children [who went to the store for the
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supplies] to come back again, and that sometimes the adults would
require the children to bring back a specifiled item for lagniappe.
thus depriving the children of their "little something extra." 8O
says she wonders why she settled down in New Orleans, after having
traveled arcund with Joe to so many places; she says the place ghe
really would have liked tc have settled is Nashville, Tennessee. 8She
likes New York, too, but likes Nashville better. SO says Joe played
in Nashville a long time, but did not ;é;§§anything [money] there.
S0 answers RC, saving she cane hack to New Orleans because she nad
relatives in Donaldsonville. She also says if a person "can't make
it here, you'll never make it anywhere else” [i.e., get alcno on

little verv well]. 80O answers WR, saviing Joe never had

W

car in Chi-
cago, never cared for a car because, she thinks, he was afraid "for
his eyes" [his one blind evel:; WR says Baebv Dodds had a car in Chi-
cacgo, and always told about how Joe wouldn't ride with him. 8O
answers WR, saying Joe never drove his »bus, because (he night go to
sleepl; she savs he would sometires sit down and go to sleep almost
immediately. SO says Joe's last days were not happy, that she was in
New York when he died, in Savannah, Georgia. 80 concludes by saving

that one just has to carry on.

End of Reel III
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0025 [WR:] I was wondering, did your husband ever mention about

hearing Buddy Bolden?

[s0:] Oh, vyes.

[WR:|[ Did he talk about him much?

|so:] Yes, oh, yes.

[WR:] Did he ever play with him, or anything,did he say? You
remember?

0037 [s0:] No, they never played, you know, because they were sup-
posed to be two "kings". (chuckles) ©Oh, yes, Buddy Bolden was a
great guy. O©Oh, yes, I remember him.

[WR:] You remember him, too.
[so:] o©Oh yes, I remember him. If he was [here?] standing on the
corner blowing that cornet, you could hear him almost in Carrollton.

0053 [WR:] Really loud. Was he louder than your husband, do you think?
[sO:] oOh, ves. He was much louder than Joe, louder than Joe.
[WR:] He was.

[so:] ©Oh, yes. He was a great guy too, but WSNEWNSEESNE-hc was
Vshaw-offF

one of those,kind of fellow who showed off, you know. He was very

much to hisself, he was. Yes, I know all of them,And Lorenzo

Staultz.

[WR:) I never knew him.

[s0:} You never did know him.

[WR:) Guitar player.
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[so: [ Yes.

[WR:] Did you ever dance to that band at all, Mrs. Oliver?

0080 [sO:] oh, ves. I used to dance, yes indeed, I danced. I cut
gquite a step, I'm telling you: And I'd do the Charleston and the
first [unintelligble]l. I was kinda heavy on the Charleston. But
Joe used to make me get behind a chair. 1I'd take a chair like
this and then I get behind it because you had to be light on your
feet to dance the Charleston. And everybody was dancing, and I
wanted to learn so bad. Well, I finally got behind a chair, you
know.

0105 [WR:] And hold on to that to practice.

[s0:] That's right. And it tickled him, he'd like it, but he
never danced.

[WR:] He never danced?

[s0:] He never danced. He and I would go out, but he never danced.
[WR:] Oh, before I forget it --

[End of excerpt]

[Excerpt from p.l1l7 of digest]
0122 [WR:] You remember did Bolden, King Bolden, if he played about
the same style as your husband?
[s0:] o©Oh yes, oh, yes, oh, yes, oh, yes, oh, yes.

[RCc:] The same kind of tunes as well?
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[Unintelligible] (mumbling?}
[WR:] Do you remember any of the numbers he might have played, —
when you were a girl -- any of the songs that were popular oxr --
[s0:] o©Oh, they would make up their songs.

[WR:] They'd make them up mostly?

[80:] They'd make them up. Ory's --

[Excerpt from p.l8 of digest]
[RC:] I don't suppese that he ever got to play like with Bolden or
anything like that?
[s0:] Joe? O0Oh, no. He wouldn't consider Bolden as he was, you
know because Joe always read music. Bolden never did, but he could
blow.
[WR:] o©Oh, ves.
[s0:] He could blow and he was a jazz man, a jazz band player --
and then people -- them times they never [cared?] as long as you
could play, whether you read it or not.
[WRz] [Unintelligible.]
[s0:] Joe was always anxious to read. He was always anxious t o
read.
{(WR:] I guess he must have taken --

[ENd of excerptl






