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His· .family moved to_ Bay st. Louis, Mi~sissippi, w~en ~icard wa~ dtill · .. 
; ;'\ 

_a baby, but.- after Joseph, his o~dest brother t had -begun to wa1k. 
I •I • ' ~ 
' ~ I •' • i 

' ' 

His mother had fourteen childreno· Ricard was' the · ~e~ot\d oldest· • . . ·His> . ~ . . \ . : '!. . '. · . . . .. .. . . .. . 
· father was a "professor I" ·a violin player who ~lao taught .music · in 

• t , •• 

Bay st. Louis. The older .·.brother, - Joseph, ·. "was a · (J~ea1;. drummer" 

who played with Sam .Morgan's Band ·and like Ricard piayed in th~ir 

1 • 

( 

father's bando Ricard. first played dr~ms~ · but gave it up because 

his brother played them. His· father bought .a ·cornet in New brl~an~ . . . 
1 • • : 

from Henr~ · nav~s ; a famous cornet player who lat~r ' dropped de~d . · 
I . . · 

while ·playing a funer~l. Ricard played the cornet: in , his fath~r1 ~ 

dance. ba~d ·which was .similar to what ·we . today· call a "DixHdand'i 

band: ·trombone, clarine.t, bass, no picino; guitar, 4fi,d violln, · whiC:h 

was played by his father. The band ·was .well dressed in browh · · 

unifor~s : - coats I caps I and' pants. Peter Ale~ia ~ Rlc,ai:-~' s · . . father I I 

was ' also born in New. Orleans. In answer to Russell's qUes.tion as 

. to ·whe~er he played lead . bn the violin·, ·ot variaiiions~ Ricard 

His father ~a~ a leading replied that he, 'playe_d "more melody." 
. I · : _. . . . . : . 

"professor"· who ' t~ught 
"'.. ·, . 

many ins-truments • . :; Alae:>": played · w:Lt~ . 
· father • s · · · . . . . I 

In his/band Paul Maurie~ [ sp. ?] played 
. ' I . ' 

Manuel Perez[' s band?]. 

clarinet: Armand Prudhomme, trombone: Boge.y ~aucier . [sp. ?] 1 bass 
... 

violin: . Oscar . Barabenow, [sp. ?) I guitar: and. Joseph_ Alexis,· drums . 

Ric.ard married wh'en he was twe~ty-one ·and was called into 
I . . . . . . 

the army wh~n World War on·e came. -. He· had bad feet 'and could nob · 
. ~ . . - . . . . . : : . ' . 

drill so he was ·made a _serg~an~ bugler (he still' has hi-s bu(1H~) .· 

and taught the bugle from music books . 

. Shortly after he got oUt·of service, Alexis mov~d to 
. ' 

r:;tew orleans. The first band he worked ·with in the •city was Paul · 
. I I 

' . 

. ' I 

': .i 

'· . ·. 

' . . . . 

~~liere' s [ sp. ?] · You~g Olympia Band •. His brother i ~o~e!)h, play4!!d·'· . . : ;' 

. ' .. : \ ·:.. '. ; ' 
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. ' 
~·t 

drums with this band. (Ricard has two ·younger brothers . p-laying ·. .'. · · 
! , . . ~ 

l l l 
. '.: j 

; 

with their owh band in Biloxi. Leste~,· the baby of ·the family,' . 
• • • .. ' • ' I ~ : 

. ·, 

was brought up by Ricard. Paul B·arbarin started Le~t~r . on · drum"a ·; · · ' 
. . ·~ : 

. ·. -~ 
" and he now is a ... good ·rock and roll drut'nmer . " The 6thei' btt>ther . ·. · 

' f<!o~\eo. · . • · 
in the band is Kingston. TJ:ley work at Kess1ert:· Ai:r: Force : Ba~f!· . .. : '. · 

·.· ''· . . . ,, 
·. f 

·.;· ~ -· . .._ . . I I I ' . . • : • • ' 

often.) Amot:c;t ,the memb~rs of th~ Young 6lymp~a, ··b_eside~ _ttie:ard·. ·,, ~ ; · ... 
. . . ' . 

, • . :: .. J, ... . . 
and his· brother Joseph on drums~ were leader · ~auf Moliere 6h···ballilll t . · . · · ,·' . ., 
Atnbr6se, a ·trombone player who ... ~ad t:toUb~e .. Wi t:h hi·~ .' t~eth ( probilbly · : . : 

' ' . . 1\ f(\ Q ( \;-" · I • • ' , , . r • • . ' ' · ' ' '.; · ,• 

Ani:tl:rose Powers; _ta~renc:e·' Toc(:!a~ s .. uncle ~ho p_la~e~ : ·~~ring~d in~t~~iit~n~~ ::_. '! :f
1 

' ,. I ' , · · I ' , , ~ ' , ' · ' • ' ' , ... 

as t-~ell as trombone--see 11Mealy'1 Barnes] : and "crippi~ ·Pill '1 · .' ; '·' · · . . 1 
' • o • I • • ' • ' ,: .:·· I • o • \ · , • ', t • o < ,; 1 ;, 

[c~ycl:lUlt] :who looked like a white: :fel_loW .on · (j1arihetr. At . the ~an\e . · ·: ··,, : 
0 

, I 0 00 o 4 
0 

o' o ~ O 
0

0 
0 

: 

0 0 

•,) ( 5-

• time R.:l~ard left the ·Young Olympia, Piil left' th~ ·,hand · tc;_ 'joirt · .. , · .' · ·· ·:: .. .-, . . . . . ... 
dd it . '. . t : •• • .. . Bu y Pet _ • . .. : ... . · .. . ·.·, .·. ·~ - . ~: 

The ne:1tt ·bahd Alexis play~d wit:h_._Was· the iouhg' . ' Tt1X~Hib : f3~fid .. · .· .. . ~, -
. I • • . · ·-:· ·~, . . ~- I~ • • - ~ · -•• ·.-·· · . :;,•:. • · :.· 

that 'took all the work Celest~n : couldn.' t handle • . . :•ouc'k•:: . :E:tn.e!H~ i._.l:>> :·· ·:· .·. , .:· 
• \ . . : . . • ' . . ·,! ' : .t 

[ Johns_on] was manaqer and . the bass · pla~er., R~card · pia.yed · tr~~~ .· · .;. · : · ; : ·> /. 
• : • • ·• • ~ ' • . • . . • • .• • r • • .. 

and JoS~ph ·Al~x~s, dr\ims. When h~ · left thH:I' band,· Fra..n'kl~ ' 'i:>u~on ,, · . ·.: ·· ··~ 
.. • • o • • . ... I • • f • • •I ~. o • , ' .. : f • ~ J,: • • I ' , ~ • ': ',•,.' o : , 

wah ted Ricard to join hi!'J band, · ·but h~ went with ·Bob .tyons4 _:· 'l.ihia · ·.- · ' 

band ha4 Lorenzo : staui~.·· on b~njo (~oti' ~omas 1~~~~ . ·;.~pi.8c~d-·him)·:; . ··; · :_.· ' --:' .. : \ t 
• J ' ' J • ' ' ' • t I o • ~ ' '·, • ' • ' : : ·~ ' I •. • t 

The ·n 

.Room of ~he old Grunewald Hotel . (ltoos'evelt) ·• 

Ernest l<elly, trombone: .Freddie Bubu _ [, ~ee c1: Vind~nt, ; Reel· '?]"; .. : .. ·: ~· ,. 1 .. 
: •• . • • J , , • • •• 

tro~one ~ . Bob ·Lyons, bass. ' The band played many dat~s in the ~old . . : ,.; ·: _. !, ·. 
, • . , I \ • ·. ' 

Willie Edwa;;d!3 ' · ·.;:: '. ·.·. ·i; 
~\ • ' I 1 f . o \ ~· • ' } 

[see t'eta:.:: Boca~e; Reel ?] was the trumpet. Pl~}"er: A;t.~xis repi~c!d · · .::1 : ·: 
- i ' I • • . . ' : t ·~ : \ • • • • • \ : I • : • . • · ' \ • o. '· i 

with Lyons ." Edwards joined A •. ·· j. Ptro~. · · · · · ! .. > · · .. ·.: .. ' .. :'·.;:: ·~ · ~·} 

Alexis ne:Kt went with the 'N-ti'>-i Olympia : Band • .' · '· .A~~cild .·,· ··: ,- ~-...... \ .~ . .-:;.~ 
• ' · • • ; • . : • • ' : . ~ • ;, • • • • I : • •' ; • •• • • • -: I ,. ~. 

DePass was the dr.umner and manag~r." .· ~e ·_did hit:~. bustne~S : !!littd.t'l(1 '\·; · \·: ,t ' •· l 
I ' • • • • ! h ·_ I • 0 • :' ~ - I · ., . ;: ' • : ~ • • .1 . . . ·:. ·. . ~l • I •• ' ' 

in a chair on the corM r of Dumaine · t Street) and c1aiborrt~ {A"V~nu~t ~· : · .. ) · · 
. • . . . , . : , . • . . . \;: ' ,I ·. ' ' , , . • . • "': .•. I .' ·, } J . 

Sidney n~svignesplayed trumpet witn ._,this bafid • . ·. ~et?1ll~ed ·:by : Al~jtJ.s• : · ~ ·: : · ·· 
. ' • I ' ' • ] , • ' • • . :. · , · : • " f t ~ " ,,:· · • 1 fl • o ~ ' • • ' t I'} 

lticard. remembers F~ed~~ . l{~~P~r& J'la~i~~ ~it~·:. ~t! : ~~~d '}i}~~~~l~~ ~~ ~~ ~·~~t· .1., ·<~<.-ki~ 
. . r ., . 
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the War upon pro~pting by WR. 

·- · 

Buddy Johnson played tro~one , . . ,, 
.> , 

/ ·. :; 
• : 

' ' • • • • • l.l /i 
and there-was a violin player. who would stand up on a truck and ' 

knock the band off with h~s foot _on advertis~ng joba, bUt Ricard .·· 

couldn't remember his name. (He wa~ - none of thpi half dozert violin 
I 

.. ··; 
. .. . 

;( 

' . : ., 

players that Russell mentioned.) Eddie Jackson played strirtg ?aas 

in this band. · 
,. 

.· ·i .. .. . . ; ' l 
· Every sunday, this· band, -like .a lot o£ others, Played -.. 

1 
• . ·=;· .· . . ~ 

. • . , • . . . . -~i 

. . ]picnics out at the iake. There was a West End "-Traini• _ (fiv~ or . · · :·_ ·_,,-· 1 
' 

0 
, , \ • 

0 
\ I ; ' J o 

0

' • • 0 
0 , ' • ' • • .~ o ./ • • • r{ 

s 'ix street cars· hooked 'together) 'that would carry· !~lS ·or 20 ·aruma, · . · ·: =.· . · .'.:· 
• ~ 0 • I ' o o o • ; o I ~: 

that.' ,n~ny bass~-s a:~d everyt~ing'~ ··?Ut. to the · lake - ?~ a: ·surtday m~~hi~g/· -. - -~ : __ ;_ :· 

_"Smokey Mary~' . th~t- ran · out .on Eiy~ian F-ields [Av~iiue]_ · ·~~tt~ed ~o- m~cb. : .·_.: ·: ~: 
. .: . . ,· -·. - . . '· . ·., 

that'·you had to_ hold on to the seats • . ' (Banquets were on Mohday· .·_,_ .. ·, .. ·. _; 
' ;··· · . • • - . ,' l, 

evemings , · so · "blue Monday" ritust ·just ~pply to Mond~~- .'~o~nlng.) · ·. ... · · · · ... : ,- J 

Kei?pard was g-ood, he _bucke~ with 'olive~ -~~~ ~~-~~-~. :, Per.ez · ·: ·_; _ t.-: 
• ' ' ' , ' ·-. ' • ' ' ;,' ' . , 4' ' , · , ~ ... ': . .. ·!, ": ', • ' : ·, I ,t• ,•' o :- / •• · :, ~ · • .-~·~ ·~ 

tur_ned his music ·over and_ cut the name off. _it4· . He c:Iidn_ ~ -~~,w~n~ -~~~ - -~--~ _·- ;·_.'.-!:.'' ' 
. . . ~ .. 

pieces stolen. oliver's style was "more with h~s h~nd~_,_• ·a.~d wi't.lt, --. . .. ~.- :•. , 
• : • 

1 

• • • I ' , • 1 f • o. 1 

. a .derby · put · over his horn, · ."a ).ot ·of growls -and :things,' he ·was a · ,_ ' ._..: , ·i<~ 
' . . . . : oo .·. ·- ·· ~ · 0 . : · ; · ~ .. .:0 ~! • • · ~· .·, f . ~ .. _·: _.~f ...... " ~ . J 

· growler." Bunk [Johnson]_ s~ar~ed ~uddy · Pet:~t o~~~~ ._- .Buddy;: ~~~:Y~~-- t .-· :<", ·-:_ ._: _-,;;j 

Bunk's horn ··and got-_ideas fro~ hi~ . at . th~ [~ig) Twenty ~ive :·((hUb), · : _·;:··,_· :')-1 
. • o I, • ' I · ·~. • '1. 

whelte he would sometimes· sit in for Bunk. Bunk was · be_ttar when he ·.· . ·-~ 
' • • • 0 ,' ' I. =o, · ·: . I ·'; ; , ... : . : · · :-~ 

was yoting [_in answer .' to Ruese 11' s question] , and~ ail . the . ~Ood . . · ' . , : . ·. ·. . . :.<; 
. . . . :. . . . . . . . ·. . . . ·' ' .. · ' ' 

t;rurrtpet ·players had [mo~e or le~s] ---their o\m 'seyl~!·: Manuel' ·p~r~z_.< _ ~~ - •· :_, ,· _.·· .. _::.- ~ 
·. - . . . • .. . ' ' ·. . . .'. . . . :·: ' . . . ~ . . . ' ~-, >·-; ·: .• .. .),., 

was v_ery pow~rfulo Al~xf.s was .powel7fui, to6 • . : lHcatd ·wa~ · playinq /. , -~ · . ·_;; __ : :· ;~ 
. • • J • ,' I • • • • • . It : f . ,, :, • ' . ~ .: 0 • I • ' •• I ;. .• . . ' ·\· . !··. ~ ; . . ~~ 

at ·t:he Elite when. Perez ·was·= ~t the Biack .-'l!lnd - T~h at·-.- Ib~rV:ille···· · .. :_ .1.·-·.- __ ,_ '. · .:- . ~ - -~:~ 
. · . . . . ·:. . . . •. . . · = . . . -~ . . :· .. ·. I -: . I . ,' 1 : • • . . :_. .,_.. ,';;:.:: ~ ---:! :_,.: ,d 

[Street] · back of the Lyric_ .TheatrE!· ~n~ . Perez. told Willia ll\tm~~~t~Y'.~_.:· · ·~ . .-·-:_ . .. :~ 
I • o "~ ' .. 

how powerfully Alexis was blowing • . · Manuel Pere2: was Ricard'~: -~A~-6tit~ -;-. · . .'~ 
; . \j 

trumpet player and he was t~~en itttO t~~ On~a~d _by -_~_e:~e! ·:~~~~, : ·.~t:l;~.·. ·: ·,~~ - ' :_: .. , ·; j 
. to Play a!:: c:d s ::: ::~ 1\:::· ~~~e C~~l~d ;,.~ ~ir~~~{~p~~~ : tr~~: ' ' . i:; \~ 

:_ .: ••. ! . • . ~r . .. ~ , .. :; ., ~ , ·~ ··. , ,.. ... · ~ :: . . . :. ' . :~ 
; : · , • 1 • . , : . ; v ' c· · .. ·~ . .· ,, > ~· 1 ·, / '•· ' · ;- .• '.1 ~ 

- . < ~ · ·. ; .. ,-s ·.' ' .~-;, . . ~ ~ .. :-·· ~ .. ~,:- ,:~ 0.'" ·:·0_ .•. _:_ ~ - •. ~/.· .. ,.-._M;.~· 
:. . . :~ .. : ,·."' ::.; ~ 
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! ' . 

I. t , 

players of thecd:11ty." · .. It was hard to !!ell Alexis from Rena and 

there would be a lot of bets about who was playing. Ricard played 
.. 

in Rena's band at the Bull's Club on Tuesday nights for years . 

Alexis played second ·trumpet, Rena play~d leaa in the band that 

became very popular. Ricard had a · qood range. _Bill Phillips _had a 

band and tried out a lot of trumpet players on "Sweethearts on . · 
I . 

Parade," a tune with ·a lot of trumpet high notes that L6uii!J Armatron<;t 
I • • 

·, . 

.. .. ; ....... 
• -~: \ t • 

. .. ' 

had recorded and that he .wanted to use • Ricard played thEL-high . rtotea , 
• I 

a~d . got the job • . Buddy Petit liked to play ~econd behind Alex!~ · 
' 

beCaUSe he heVer made many high noteS 1 . bUt made · 'II SUCh bea.uti:Eui . . 
,. 

things" down in· the staff. · This is what "made him great." He ·liked 

Alexis to play lead so he could play variations behind him, when th~y 

played on the str~eto 

· Papa Celestin's Tuxedo · Band .was the first brass band ·that 

Ricard played in [dates ?], then the Excelsior .Band 6ver ·the , river . ~ . . 

I . 

led by Joe l?ierre, the alto .horn . player. The band· h'ad fin~ bluish · , ... 

tlmiforms: coats, caps, ~~d everythi~g else· matched·~ .-- Mf.hilt . wd.. Dfrtef:t..· 
• • . . · I , . ' . . ~ _.,3 '~1--ff:i' 

Most of · these jobs were at West End, soit,te were ·~t Milneburg. , ·. ·, · 

The sites were . usually camps located near· the water ··rented by soci~tl · 
. i . 

groups or individuals· for the occasion. i• • • •• :Kid Rena over there . · . . ·, 

or Buddy Petit over h~re~ Celestin over there, · (aLl trying ·to o~tblas·t · 
. . ' 

-each other ?]. " As many as twenty bands ·wouid.. play at the · lake on 
' ' • ' \ • ' ' • I • • , I • • , 

Draft beer. was usually the di:."ihk. at ~ese pict'tics • .. · : . . a Sunday. 

saturday afternoons th~ band played ' advertisemeftt . job~ for 
• I . • · , ': . . . . i . 

Econon_tY Hall or -Coopera-t:-or~ Hall, or the Bull' s Club. . '11\ey would: · ,:: 

'. ' . · , ' . 
· ' .· • l 

. . 
play 'from a wagon and sometimes stop on a. corner tradinc,t numhet'~ foi 

· - 1 

rounds of drinks from ·bartenderso · bands often 11bucked" one_ ~~&ihst 

another, sometimes the wheels of the band.-waqons · .~6uld be : loclted. ' ·. 
: : . .. 

· . \ , t 

1 .together to prevent one band from getting away •.. ·' ·on.- ·one· ~orn~t" ,-fpur i .· . .' .' :< ;:, 
, . . 

i ': . 
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·· . . 
or five bands would sometimes engage in a ··cutting cc;mtest. · The 

5 

bands would take turns playing numbers ~hich .were 'short and usually 

ra~ to two or three· choruses. 

on· Saturday night the. bands pl~yed."dances. At Economy 

Hall, the job ran from eight until fou~ · in ·· the · mo~ning and p&id .. 

$.2oO.Oo A job from one to six in the avening paid $1..50~ Ther~ wa~ . 

never any tipping, but from twelve to one in the ~6rn.tnq, . the band 

was off the stand eating a meal in the kitcheh· (red beans. and · rf~e 

or spaghetti and meat balls or ham anc:l ~alad-). The musicians qot . 

as much Heer - as they wa~~ed. Many of the bandstands wefe high like 

the one at Artisan • s Hall, Cooperator • a · and · Economy Hail. ' · · 

"Biue Monday" :was a vacation for the colored populati6n 

of New Orleans. 

_, 

All the halls t · New Hall, . Artisan's Ha,li', ~~onomy -H~11,' 

Francs Arnie Hall, Coop~·rator' s Hall, . . were used toi7 banquets · tap• · 

parently ·what we .cal1 ·"buffet". f.; ·~e pay . ~a~. only . $2.~0 .for · pi,~ytng . .. 

~ne of ' these, but there ·was · plenty to eat. and drink ~ !Musicians used 
. ' 

, tO COMe and . Sit in for One an.Other 1 and get all they ·wahted • . · . ·.. . . 

- I 

Ricard used to tc:tke. the trumpet · away from Kid . Re_na ~r sam· Morg'ah 

and play i .n thE!ir place'. · H~ took Ren~' ~ place ·:fo~ a while when 

Rena was. playing ·a banquet a_t. ' Cooperator•.~ Hall with ·the Kid Ory ' , 

. . ; ·~ ·., · .. 

.. 
·,. 

Band shortly aftet he ·came· to town .• [See JOe Rena Re.e~ ?} Refia 
" . . 

.. . ( 

. ~ 

went to see his _girl. "You· don't see that .kind of thing fio more," . . .. ..... .. ., 

·. Cv~.ru.ti]' ;. . says ·Ricard. 

There ·were no bra,ss bands· in Ba~ _-_st. · 'Louis.t·. but there __ ·w!a .· .. .-·. ·· ._.· 
' o • • • I • 

·. a great bra~s band in Mobile, ~ope 1 s . Bra_ss Band, that ~ tised to . eome ·. ·: 
• ' ' • ' • l ~ /I 

to Bay st. Louis and tr_avelle_d up and ·down the co~!:!t.·. :trt ~ew 9rle!lh!t . · ... : .. ·.: 
• • • • • • • • • • t • • • •• : •• . . . ·. 

they ·s~acked up well 

Edw~rd Ballaral Reel 

· '?.tv'-.· ~\ ·r·\ :( · l;·. f\ ~ t r 

' . 
against. the ·local brass · bands . {See WillUun 

~, . ~ - . . \ . • • . · ·, : - . . • • • • ... ~ .. j ! • :. 

. . ~ 
' t, • I •• •' , • 

• : o. . ' • I • ' ' ~ • • 

·: ... . .:, .. 
?] •. .- · ,.:, • . I • ' ;. ' . · • • , I .. .. . ;, ' I '' • • ' i ·' 

I I ' • 
• ' -: .\ · · ·, I • ' \ . . . . .. .. 
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., There was a _brass band in Bay St. Louis [Mississippi] 

J which came here and play~d for a b~g ~t. Katherine's. ~al~o~ -~ight~ . 

r c. ~ . ,-.u.l r. r. · ~ .J . . · . 
of Peter Claver or somet~ing.A,They had a kittle old _brass hornt 

baritone, which is a little horn, funny lo~king instr~ments. They 

tore up New orleans. Old Baptiste (Bianouse 1] with .hi's ~tl\ail 

bass horn ate it up~ 
[Promo 

called the [chromos 

i . 

These fellows really played. The -band was 
] 

?] •. It was named after their society, :-. . . . 

Alexis never played with the [Chromes ?] • . The [Chrbmos ?] 

played •before World War I • . 

. '!here was a ~and in Mobile ·whose leader ·was . [John] Pot)e •. 

He was an undertake.r in ·Mobile and had three ,dau.ghters ·who wete 
' ' . 

stars in a singing outfit, years ago. They weie ' called the Pope_ 
. ' 

sisters.. Pope's band was called the Pickwick Brass · Band •. · Alexis 

hasn't been to Mobile since he was · wtth ~ '{Papa].' . Celestln ~nd doesn't 
·. , 

know if there is .a .band there now or not • . H~ · used · to go there regular!~ 
. . . 

every.week, on [Main· Street ?] to play .for some 'brothers Who . h~d· ~ 

pool room and ·bar. 

The -first band Alexis play~.d in was th~ Tu:icedo Braes :eand 
. . 

with Celestin. I Then the Excelsiqr Brass Band • . ·. Piayin~j' With 

Celestin in the Tuxedo · Bras.s Band was: Eddie Jabkson, · (tuba} 7 b:>uie 

Ar.mstrong, trumpet; Sunny Henry, trombone; t.orenzo Tio, {ct'i:·.) ;· .dlarinet, 

They had alto horn and b~ritone in those daya. · The}'. didtt't ·have ·ah.y 
• ' • 0 •• 

sa~ophone,and today, they make Alexis siek. Lorenzo Tiq played · 

E flat clarinet. Drums:· ' E'rttest Trep.agnier played bass._. druina·: . . · . . . 
He was the greatest, along with Blank Benny. i,. , •· 

' 

. . I 

. ' 
' . 

. ' . ' 

·'· . · . .';' . : ' 

'.' 
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' . 
I . 

The Excelsior Brass Band which he joined next was : lo~ated 

across the river, and (Joe Payen · ?]was the leader (or manager ?]. 
I 

. , • • I 

.Peter. Bocage played trumpet with him and so did Charlie Love·, 

The trombones were: 
I _, • • 

Buddy Johnson and Yank, two .brothers • 

Drums: . ~ebe Matthews was a great drummer, and (Clay] ~!lee was 

bass drummer. . . . [Clay] Jiles was some kin tb Albert Jile~, p~rhaps, 
\ 

uncle • . 

Alexis used to P.lay with Black Benny· (Williams] ih the ' 
I • 

streets. Black Beriny loved to fight, and 'he ·wouid ~ut his drums 

down· and knock fellows out [physically, n6t ·musically] ih the 

"second line ... 

Alexis knew Lo~is Armstrong w~en· he was driving a · mule·· ·· · 

drawn coal cart barefooted· ~or a $1.25 a day.. That. WaS When he · 

was .in his teens before the war arid b·~fore he ~c:)t in t~otible and ·· 

was sent to the [~aifs'] Horne, Ale~is k~ew Kid R~na. when he . was · 
'. . . 

tn · the Home, too. Rena star.ted playing in the tlo~e . S?ine, bu't he ' 

wasn't much of a reader.. [A. J. ] P i~Oh · cailed ·a rehearsal. wheh be .· · ... 

was playing at the (Py~ian Temple) Roof Gardert, . tried · both ': it~rt~ 

. and Alexis, · and chose Ale?Cis.· Rena wasn't a · f ·ast . enough . tead~r 

for a band like Celestin's [or Piron's]. .. ' .. 

[Alexis liked ~anuel Pere~ on trumpet] and also. Hyppoiyte . ' . 

Charles, a sweet trumpet player. Hyppolyte Charles played in 
. ' ; I 

Bob Lyons band before A1~xis. · ~yppolyte Chatlee .was ·a olean man~ 
. . . 

gave up music and started selling insur·ance, · h@ did~' t drink, 
. . I 

didh • t curse, an·d didn •.t fool with no womenj didn't ~moker, and 

didn't run around. Alexis th~hks Hyppolyte Charles played with 
I . . 

Celestin for a while . Was a beautiful player·. [He lives put in 
' ' . . 

Lafayette, · or St. Martinsvill~ [La.} • ] 
. . 

Took each 6ther•s places ort 
; ' 

. :. 'I · . • , ' 

" .. ,. I ; 

\ 

. . 

' ' . . . 

: ·· .; 
, · I 

. ~ . ; . ,; 

,l •• 

: . 

: . : 

-: 
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jobs with Bob Lyons, etc. In thos~ days, ~ey had .ii tt1e· cbtnti!t~; 

' - ~ 
• : j . . . 

no trumpets • . . Charles had a trumpet (probably me~~s :cornet) ~ith .. . 
. · . 

a bell. i 

The first cornet Alexis used was a ·~o1ton·. . }:Us' father ·b_6Ught 
. I 

it here from Henry Dauis who dropped dead playing ~ parade uptown 
. , ' I . 

. . ' ' ' : • ' ' I : • 

(or his son-..:..not clear) . · He liked the ,Holton horn. for many -y~ars, ~rtd · · ~ 
. . I • • . • . . •. . . , .: . . . . '.' • • · . • • . • ' . t 

·then he switcheq. to ·a Bues~lier. He has used a co~~~ >.to~;,· - ~ - ~dbd · blt • . ·· :, : .· ~ 
, • • ' .. t - - • • • • .1 

~en Alexis ·played with Celestin 1 s da.nce . :hand./he ·.W\a.di ; _:. · · - · -· s. 
• • # J 

• . • '· • .( ,,I I : , •. ,~>;· • 

some r.ecords, five or six: "Eh, La Bas.~·. Alexis · sang on · the latt~r · ·. 
' I ' ' ~ ' .·· : · . .. : 

.. · 
.. . · 

in creole.1 he>Wever, th~s -~as ~~:!: .. ~_;~~~r_: -~i.:e· · ~-~ae;:;:fl~~~~~ · ~-· t~~ _:: : · , ::, : 
with Celestin. (ne · rememb~1:. ·\~~t,:~A,/,r/t.~.~ck ·then~ • It • s eJtm . . . . . 1' .' 

Up,;· "The Swe~~eart: , of TKO. i~tt.·. fie . tb;~nks .E:mm!t [:aar~ett] _ W~s . plaY,ihg 1 ·.l· · •; 
f(,_, ~ .i. , ; :"~ ~vfho\ Rt\.~ G. _(~ ~,~: : i-.. ;~ _.r.r·~ f~~ ._c.I ~·V·'fi~!; Jr . .o ·_ '-}(..,, 0,-; ,f.: "~ ~·Juy ~.Xo. 'r~~~ ~~i\:· .. 

the piano.\oh them.,\ [At another sess on for OKeh the~1 rnada 1 • • .. ·: . • _ ,.,Y-- .- ,·\ 
• • • • • ~ ' • : • • • • .· • • • , ,11\. 

Profassor : [Manu_el1 Man~:tta cl~in_t~ · ·-,- .. ··: ·-:: . ;. :~ 
. . . 

"CarelesS · Love" and "Black Rag." 
: . : . 

he ·replaced. Emma · on •Rs:ae:t those.] Shots (Madison] · ·wqsn.1 t on ·. th~sei 
he - j~lned the band later. [(·) .J,. ,.· .. · . , q/1/~' · t· ·-··· . /] · ~·--~·: ··~:. · :···.: .-.: ~ · ·: , : ::·. : 1 

• 
. . '-·"t ~ · .fti -~ · .. ,, · •.·! J . t \ .S . ., •• ,I ·: . •' , . ,. '· 

• : . , • , : .. # • .... , • ' •• · : · • • • • • • , • - ~· • : • • • ';i 
Alexi,s remembers when the Pelicans · [bas~ball club) ' we.nt . to' · -- :· ·. · 

\ •I • ' ' • • • • : •' • • ' ' ' ' ' o o o • •, • o ' ' • • ' ' ' ~ ' • ' ' ' • ~I 

play the ."Dixie serie~" in Fort Worlili~ Texas,~ many years. ago. · ; 'l'hey had ·rL 
' , • • ·. , _ ; . • ·,. • I • I • .•' ·, ·.• ' , . · 

a special .trai,rt. · Alexis was .with Celestin then • . They stayed- 'over ·. ' ... ·. · . -. · 
• ' ' ' I . .. ; • . 

there three or four days. They played -_in a . h~tel t'her~. · · ·Thinks ·' . 
. • I • . . . 

. Ernest Kelly was on· trombone •. Upon ~~ompt~ng fro~ WR. [B_ebe · Ridql~:Y:. _ · ' 
. . . . . . 

. · . 
I o \ ' 

was in it then on tro~n~.J 
, , . . . . 

Be be Ridgley was t~e. manager~ ' H~ 
! ' 

left. later and Swee-t -Emma went .with him. Alexis ' stayed with 
. ' 

. , 
' o ' • o I 

.I 

. . : . ~ ! :~: ,: . 
· . . . 

. ' . 

Celestin. · .Als6, a -cripp!ed b9y· who 1 El now dead. · Sidney · carrier ·owas·-'.· .:··-;,. ~ ·- ··· :;.; 
• • • : • • 0 • • :~-

saxophone player;. _Paul Barnes _was in the band ' two diiferefit·. tird~-s 'with . : = . . ' .. 
. , J • , .'I ·; , 

· Alexis. · Professor· Manetta played piano with Celestih. Alex!~ ·.-'thihk~ ! ... · · - ~ . . ... . . . . ·. 
I • ' • t o • 

. •' 

Manetta made some .of the re~o..,ds · w.tth th,e~ • . [Emrfta ·- ~~u:·rett __ :t6~d · lt~A __ , ~· ... :, .. . 
. . 1 h 't, !tJI. J . ,t•JYh.i !J..(: ··-( .. f..<J>-J. -s· ~ (S-! 0 ~ ·.' ' :-. . . ' . . ·.. . '• .. ' -; ;· I ~-

that the.;Kid Clayton ' se$s1on .wae her ; first.] . ,,· . . . ·. ·-·. · .,:· ." : · ~ !•' · · ·- : ·· · . . -•. :. • . . ~ , . . . : . , -·~- . ·-· .. 
; . . ,, . .. ·.' · .... . · ' i · .. ;' ; ' ' ' ! ;::)! ',-:~ . ',t 

t ' I ' ~· · \ ' • ) t' 

.. 
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Alexis played with John Handy's father too, who- played vio1in. ~ 
.I 

John Handy, Sr. [He · is still li~i~g and has a good age ·on him. RSA 

says] 
I . I 

On the first session' rt:areless Love"] ltoe Lawrence was the 

singer, ' Ridgley was the manager, Emma Barrett was on pi~no once and 
. , I 

o o I ' , 

Manetta was on piano once • . [The two. ·rags they made that day weret : 

"Black. Rag" ·and tbe other "Original Tuxedo .Rag .. ") . . Alexis thinks ' h~ 
o I O O 0 

made the record with · Manetta on Canal Street, _· but its been so long • 

'• 

.. \ ·.:(Guy Kelly carne in after Alexis in the twenties. Then'' Shots after·=.· 

: that.]J Er~est Kelly repiaced 'Bebe Ridgley on ~rombone when he left. 

Joe ' Lawrence sang some numbeFs• The drummer was .Chinee [Foster): (he 
' 

' I 

played a slide .whist~e on "careless Love."] . Alexis was with theilrwh~tt -.· .. ;.,;:.;. . 
!~ ' I '• 

they .made "My Josephine" on trumpet. [Compare record] .· . . 
\ 

, Ferdinand Joseph was singing with Celestin before ~o~ tawrence. 

(He is supposed to have sung "Just For .. You.: Dear · I'm dtyihg" ,and ~~L :.· 

supposed to· be Waldren "Frog" Joseph is brother-) 

head· cobk · '-- ... somewhere now. 

.He's ,out cooking aa 
' . 

Alexip took up the bass when he was iri the WPA band pl~ylng · 

trumpe~ and ·he was having trouble with his head, ~ar trouble, and 
' 

·'' 
• ... . •, 

I 
' . 

I -,• 

:. 

Dr. [Howell ?] at Charity Hospital ask him to put·, ·the. horn down a ,. 
1 

• 

while. [Compare· ~ther tapes] . So he · bought him a bass V:10lih 1 · ~ ' .. ' 

pra'cticed it .at the Tulane club. 
... .. 

~e was in · the WP_A band for . about eight :.-:.\ 
' ' I : ' • , t 

years on trumpet. Kid .Rena and Alexis were called the "iron lip" ·. · .··: 

trumpet players of New Orlean!J,· because they played so high, w~ich 

the doctor thought affected his ear. 
. . . 

Mr. [Joe] Martinez . was leadet . of the WRA band wh~n h~ was 

in it. He split up 
1
the band on different occasions. 

. I • ~ , I , 

. t~id::.y-rHne trumpet players when he · ·firt:~t- was in .lt~ 
' 7- . . 

in there, but Mr • . Marti~e~~- ah :9~d white piano player, .. a 'good . 
•' 

, I 

'· 

. .' 

: -,, 

.. . 

, .. 
.. 

. 1 
· . I 

. . : 

• • ~ .: .: _.J 
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. . 
musician, did not like him, and when they had an examination they 

tricked Celestin and got him out. Celestin could read • . There ~e~e 

twenty-five trombone players. They·. had examinations every . five or si: 

month~ and they would let a few 'of them 'go. They would g6 to . 

Werlein's, and everytime they would dtop some. Al~xis staye~ ~ith 

them till they went down. · Some couldn·' t read much.· They p;J.ay~d 

some heavy overtures: "W{llia~ ·Tell" and "i?oet ' and Pesant,•• · ·- . 

"Ch~cago Trili>une" [march). ·Mr. Martinez would sit up at · the Tulane 

Club and listen and if one man· out of about . 75 made a bad note 

he 'd• come.·put his hand on· him. The WPA band started around · 193~. 

He played with them about a years . (.Wro~g .. date!!]; Th~y played .. · 

at the · Charity Hospital and the . Boy's Home eve~y week ~ and ~arlsh · 
.. . . 

,Prison every Monday night in the yard ·for two hours ~rom. 6 to. a. · 
' . 

{The piano players with Celestin were¥ 
' 11-

Manetta lt1 d Emma 
'·· Ba~rett as a~6ve.) Jeanette (Kimball] c~~ .·in aft~r Alexi~. 

J 

he was ~till . in the band. Sh~ · came ~n when .B~b~ Ridgley l~ft . ahd 
. ' 

took Emma Barrett with him. Henry Kimball was play in~ with. Sidney . If\' .' . . . 
Desvigne 1 s. H!-s=band came with Celesb. n because he was in love 

with · Jeanett~ ~nd they married• They, the b<:t.n?, used, to ~o qv<et: . · 

to Biloxi [Mississippi] every sunun'er ' at the h~t~1 • . ·: !.a~t~r (~B1atlk'1 ) . 
' . . : . . ' . . 

· santiag,o substituted sometimes when Jeanette · co~ldii' t go beeause ·. 6.£ . th 

children. "Black" made some . trips; to Mobile and places. ::· .Drufmne~st . 

Chinee ,was there when Alexis started. 

End of Reel II 
.; .. , 

' . 

. ' 

. ' . : 

. ; 
f • • • 

' I 1. , I i 
' . 
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Si-E : [Josiah· Frazier) replaced Abbie "Chinee" Foster on 

drums , in ·celestin's band in Biloxi, Mississippi', because of .. Chinee's 
0 • • • ' 

drinking. Chinee got Ale;xis to' join Celestin Is };>and at [Manu~i. s?] 

. . • : . J·l .. i . ~ .. ;J 
:: .. ·1 
' . ~ ~J. 
. .' ··f 
•. ' I 

I > 

·' . . '! 
'· . ·.~ 

• I 
: } 

. 
.. ~ 

• I o ,: : .. ,.:; 

Pavilion at Milneburg .. He got out .tl)ere on "S1nokey Mary:." . . Alexis 

replaced Baby Dodds as Emma Barrett's boy~friend: he has a · ~ 35 -yaar · 

old son by her. [See The Baby Dodds Story, as told 'to La~ry Gara, 

Contemporary Press, ~959, P• 2L Fall 1918--September '1921.] 

• • ' I• , : ' 

. . . ·. 

Baby Dodds w~s a good dr~er, even long ago• . He and. his · 
• I 

brother, Johnny, were raised in .Waveland, Mississippi, a~d went ·to . . ' 

' school with Alexis in Bay· st·. Louis, Mississippi. Alexiet' ~ oldest 

·' • 

' . 
' 

·. . ~. 

: •, .. 

..... 

brother, now dead, a drumm~r who used to play with Sam Morgan, was .. . . · . . :•· 

the . same. age as Johnny. Ricard was· '· the same age ·as· Baby., The :. : ' . 
. . . ' · . . . . 

I . . • I . . . . :. . . . 

~ios 'had their home in·Bay st. Lbuis wh~n Alexis wa~ a .child • . · Al~xis 
. • \ • ' • I . 

does not know what the . nationa~ _ancestry .of . the Tio~ ~as., : .. t.,ote~~b .. . ·: 

(Jr.) went to.·school with them& They lived on (back) Mc!tin Stre~t~ . : 

Papa Tio used to play with Alexis's · fat'l?-er. 
. . I . • 

~aby Do_dds worked with .Celestin, but was .work~ng with . · · 

Fate Marable on the S. ·S. Capitol when ·he lost Smtna · ~at~!!tt 

[about 1919--see brackets above) when Alexis joined ceiestin. 

, Alexis wor~e~ wi~ the Youn~ Olympia B~nd· first , when . 
. . 

··:. 
I 

he came back from World War I: he then worked w:i. th the Young · 'l'tix~d·o . . . 
~ . 

[Dance] Band, whose m~nager was Duck Ernest [Johnson], the . ba'~s ·. 

• . 
,,\· 

• I ' • 

: / 

,' .. 

· Batld 
playert Freddie Bubu~s .the trombone p~ayer. The Young. Tux~do/wa~ . 

.... 
: , : 

, ·, 

. ' 
., 

·' . 
I . 

not a rival of the orlc;jinal Tuxedo: anything . that Celestin : ~ouiti·: ~t>ii · . .. 
handle, ~ec'ause ·<:Jf .other \commi.tmants, · .. be ' \t;ou~d . · dalE!~ata .· ~6 .. ~~ - Youhq ·· · 

• ' I :-

Tuxedo. When Ale~is ~e~t t~ Y6un~ · tfu~edo, he 'joirt~d B~~ t~on~· , .· ! . ) 
' 

0 

0 

l : 0 
0 • J ,: ·~ ( 

0 

• 

0 
0 0

: ' r : 

0 

I , 
1 

• \ ~ ' o\ 
00 

band, taking. the· ·pl~ce of Willie . Edwarc:t~~~ Sidfi~Y· . Vigne · wa~ . thf! ··'.·:;· · .. . : . : . ··.,· 
. . . . . . . , • . ' t • . . i . ;1 

clarinetist1 Ernest Kelly wai3 the trombonist• · Auqu~t J~.ousse~u · ~ ; · .. : . .- ·. · ; i . 
l 1 ' • I , ' ' ' i . • , • ' . ·.,• •..._ •. . . ·· •.,: ;1• 

worked with Lyons' band during the time that· .A1exis . didt : Itotit:HJ~a'u~ · .. ·.·\trho .· ·.: .... : 
.. . ' . . . . . . : .' .· : ~ .:·. i 

~ . ; 
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had a barber shop at one time, could read musicr Alexis says that if 

he .[Ro_usseau] played with Celestin Is band, . he piayed only oh tpe 

streets with him. (Some discoqraphies . list Rousseau as having 

recorded with Celestin in 1926 and 1927.] 
. . 

Johnny Dodds began playing in Bay St. Louis on ·a tin 
I 

flute [i.e., fife], as did Sidney Bechet in New Orleans. 

Alexis lived on Marigny street~ between t;rohnson ·and .Galvez 

streets. Sidney Bechet lived n~ar .him. Alexis took a creole: girl . ·. 

from him when they were in knee · pants. Alexis · 1ived in a double 

house, the~ other half be.ing occupied by the Marreros l !lilly 1 

. . 
Simon and John. Buddy· Petit's band used to rehearse next doort 

Simon ·Marrero .w~s playing bass with Buddy at that .time. \Billy 

Mar.rero, the fathe.r; was pl~yinq bass with. the Superior · l:Jand; or-· .. 
. . 

the Imperial~-Alexis not sure. · Buddy Petit was no high-n~te Man; 
. ' . 

but he played .the most beautiful trumpet, ·in the staff, tha·t Alexis 
. . . '. ! ... · 

ever heard 'in his . life. Kid Rena was a high-note man, as was · Al_eltisi 

Alexis says that even today pe8p1e . talk ab9Ut · tt~na and Aieltie :. '1beinq· 

· the iron lip trumpet players of New orleans;" When ·M~nuel' Per~t 

was playing at the lllack and Tan, behind the Lyric . if'he·~t.i!!r ori . 
,t' . • 

Iberville [ stree.t] be~ween North Rampprt [Street]. _ and i3urgundy . _. , 

[Street], Alexis wa~ playing at the Elite. Red Hap~ "and thetn'' . 

were with John Robichauk at the Lyric. ·. Ale~ds was playirtq fbr , 
. ·. I 

Bea~sy ~auria at· the Elite on south Rampart (St~eet],' n~xt door . . ' 

.. ·'· . ' 
i · . -

i . 

. ·~ 

:. ~ .. 

I ,' ' .. ' . : · .' · 

te> the Black and Tan, .:'with Blae~ .' ~enily ~ill~ams : t"dr~ms], Wi11lE! .. '::: .. ·_ . · 
• ' , ' • ,' o :· I\ ' 

Humphrey ·r clarine-t] , Adolph ' Dueon<1e, Persz cou~d h~ar Alexi9 i;)layiflq . ... 
• ~. r 

. . : . . 

. . AleltiS does not kn~· WhE!ther Jqhhny Dodds . t:~ok any ·-.1~eson~ t _

he ~e~er saw him doing any reading. · Dodds . had ·good:, . ei@~n.' - tone;·.; . . . . . .. .. '. ' . . . 
. . . -· . 

could play beautiful varia~iohs. A. · ~~ Piron -hired · Ale~ie at th~ 

.. . ,\ 

~ • • 0 • 

Roof Garden instead of Kid ~ena _because Alexis was the· ·b~tte:I' : rea.d~r ·. '. ·: . . · : .·· . 
',' • ' ' o : , · ,' I 
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Louis Armstrong was also a very poor reader: Alexis_ · ~·~ys that he .· 

could not even sign his name legibly· until • Lil, Hardi~ . [Armstrong] 

taught him, after he had gone to Chicago. Alexis has letters from 

Louis, but could not find them at the time of ~is interview. 

Armstrong would end his letters; "I'm red· beans an4 · ricely your.s, 

,· , 

. . 

.. . . 
Louis Armstrong." ·· ref l~tter to Isidore Barbarin·, . September · 1;·· i922~) · ·· 

. . . . . .. .... ,. 
The · violin player with the Olympia Band ·was Emile · Big~rd, Barrt~Y' ·· · , ;, ~: 

Bigard 1 s uncle. Eddie Jackson played bass in the s"ame' band, ad-: . \ 

. . 
vertising in a mule and wagon. Alexis took Sidney Desvigne 1 s place. . ' . 

I ., 
A~lexis did m t play bass in the WPA band . · He \\Pent . to . . ' .. '; 

[Henry] Kimball for lessons,· on Seventh Street for s~ven weeks, . l~arned· ·. · ·i. 
' . . . ·. .· . . . . 

method while Kimball played piano~ After · that, he went to .various · , .. -· 

' 
bands [Herbert Leary 1 s, W.tliiam Houston.' s?..!-he said, "If afiything . 

. . . ,. ll ' . . 
ever ·happens to Jerry Green, you're my . bass player] ~nd piayed . the: .. 

,. 
. , 

bass book for them, so it ·would be k~~n ~at· he w~s ~ c6~pe~ertt 
. ' . •: ' 

bass playe.r and that he was available ·. f?r ~-~rk. · ~ad· .mus;l..t! · W'ritt~rl 
' .... 

'• .·' 
.. , 

' f 

- · , .: 1· 

by [John] "Picket" ·, [or "Pickey~' Brurti6us] ." . · The methpd ~e . ~~ill, ·h·~~ · . !i · :.'"\! 
·' .. ~ ; \ 

is ~arked only M.W. and 

l'{~mpart s _treet Parade-) 

Sons [probably M. Witmar"icl." { sca~s qisouth 

Al~xis says he quit play~ng_ ' trumpet. . 'in 
' I 

1948, but Russell )1eard hi~ '·play a parade or fu.rterai in 1953.·- . ,·. 
·. ' / I I . . 

[Also · Celestin • s funeta_l] . Georqe Lew~s was· "in ba.na~ ~ - R~card . has · 

. ' 

' : · . · . _ ·· . . . · ·. ' . • . S"-~t..t(A. . •. :.· · , · · 

the ·music from Louis . Dumaine for "In<!Um Sagway" [~p-? · S~'<i~~r, · _a ! · 

. . . \ . . . . . ... · . . ·. ·, ' . .. ·. . . . ,.. 

.'good number ·now played <?nly by Israel Gorman. . [See Charlie ~Ve ,· .. · .. : 1 . • ·· , :; 
. . . ~ . . : . \ ~ 

Band, Reel . ?J · DUmaine also wrot~ ·••war Cloud" on the other ' sid~ . .. 
I '. ' 

' jl 

"War Cloud" is same as "Fidgety .Feet," I • • .. ·. .. .. ... •,;.. 
. . : ' ·,. .··. ~· Picket' wrote 

tticard used 

an arrang.etnent f;,r him named ,;Charley N'icik., 11 • 
• . . · , '· -· ! . .· • . ' . . • . • • : . . • · . 

to play wi-th . Picket _at a whita·. niqhtclub at .. 
•I • '• ,• , • •'• 

~ 1'. c. 

:. ·. ·.·-:: :_ ~,; 

[~treets], where ~hey had "ali them.-dope· __ : . . · .. . . · · .. · ' ... ' : · Rampar~ and Bienville 

. heads , in there, 11 the 
• ' • ( ' I • ' I • : ' · : • • ' 

1 
' • , · • • . •, • , , ; 

Dog llouse. Aftet Alexis' band left therE! ·;:~ th~y . ~ ~· .... ~ 
. ·. :· . . . : ' . . . !' •) . · ---··~· - :~ ;.:_ · ....... , ··. > :' ~< · : ·./ .. --: .'J; 

'. • . • .. •. . I . 
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I . . : "' ' · , ," 

. . I 

I ' • :•l 
. ·. ·. -~ ~1 

had a whole white band, all dope-heads, arrested everybody in the 

place. 

Alexis used to like George ["Pops"] Foster'~- bass 'playing: 
I . . . 

he played with ·celestin. Henry Kimball, · Billy Morand (Marrero), 

Eddy Jackson, were all in the same category as bass players. l!:ddy 

was more outstanding on the tuba than on the string bass. ·.He . 
. 

. wasn 1 t exciting on the string bass, but there weren'• t too. many 

· exciting bass players. 

Bob Lyons is a good manager and a good bass player,: He 
• ' I . ' 

got more mdney for jobs than any [other] band Alexis p~aye~ with. _ . . 

They used to' "live" in the Gold Room· at the Grunewald Hotel (now 

the Roosevelt], play in there with tuxedo suits on. lie also played 
. 

at a · club on Jackson [Avenue] and st. Charles [Aven~e)w-the. 

Harmo~ty elub. '. ., . 
Alexis played for so many big people t didn •.t piay many · '• 

colorec;l jobs at all. · Played many fraternity parties · at Tulan~ . ·.. . . 

Jimmy John.son was another· good . baas pl~y~r, - _He· and iiob: 

Lyons both used the bow. ·. All of them bowed at that titne, : Bili · .. 

Morand (Marrero), Eddy Jackson. Picking the bass · eame· l~t~r • . 61d 

Man (Albert] Glenny ·never was tops, never knew the . finqer boa~d of 
I 

the bass, never was much on boWing, worse . when he ·s'tarted picking. 

He played with Alexis 1 s father in Bay st. LoU_is whe~ Alexis was 
.I 

', 

playing trumpet. Bebe Mitchell· was irt a class with Albert _Glenny, · 
' . . 

Jimmy Brown was a good ~ass player; · used ·t ·o play with ·Aiexis • ~ ·- · . 

. ! . ; 

.•. 

.. 

... 
:, 

t : · ' . l 

l 
1. 

daddy • . Dandy, r,ewfs, from the ~ Carrollton section; '·was just an . .... 

ayerage bass player. 
. · . ·. . . 

I . . ' . • 

Cliffo~d "Snags 11 Jones worked with ·Alexis and nnctt <!e~estin 

l 

. ' .-.i 
.. : >} 

' . ~~ 

a long time, · way before Ci-E .. · He was left":'l:landed. when: Russell !llaw · .. ~ 
.> . .• ~ •• : • • I . . .;; :: . ·\ . . 

him, but right-handed according to Alexis. He · was . ~~ar~.irtg in tlitt .. ,- . · · ·'. : .'··f 
-< .. · . .-.. . :.· ·. ;·-::- · ... I1 band like Red Happy B.olton arid Zutty Singleton6 
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• ' : , : , o ~ \'"' ' • I; f o • 

Nobody did any arranging for· Ce~estin: .they boug~t . stock 
I• 

_., . . 

Celestin played "My Josephine" a lot, he [Celestin] rttostly 

Alexis never saw any music· on· it. f. ~.aul B_arne_s _claims . · . 
' . 

it is _his . numb~r--WRJ 

him. 

Alexis says he made i~ (the recording) -With 

- : \.•· 
.l"It's J~-Up" was played. w!th . two trumpets.;.-RB~.j 

Celestin would play something7 Alexis ~uld · answer · it. Ceiestin 

was a ver;y powerful trumpeter,. especi_a~ly _as a . youriger· man. 
I 

used 

a mute ·a gre~t dea~. - Alexis us~a 4~u~e when he was playinq with · 
. . . G)(~~e I~>Jfr.. - . 

his own . band, when · he and Rena -~ ere playing together, using ~o . 
. : I . . . .* . 

trumpets • . All three . used "wa-wa!' mutes, silver _with bell, · o t her 
. ¥ :· . \' 

."kinds • .. [Probably Harmon~}'~ Alexis and Re~a used to. na~g a l;lttle 

bucket on the horn by the \handle , it would g ~ ve it - a ,dsep tone i . 

When Mercedes Fields w~s playinq piano for Celestin; .she us~d to 

holler ~t Alexis, "Put it in the bUcket, - ~icko" · 

_. Celestin usually had· a woman playing: piano, ~xcept f or a 
. ! 

. . , 

while ~e had Manuel Manetta. · -· .. · ··· r. ·.: ·. :. 

Wooda~ Jbe {Nich~las] ·w.as the most powerful tr~mp~t- player 

Alexis ·ever heard. Never - saw him use a muteo 

End of Reel III 
January .- 16 1 1959 .. 

-.. 
Note from MTZ· · [Soard.' s· Directory?] : 

' . . . . ,' . . . . . 

cand~er, 2413 Dumaine • . 
. . 

'i 

1~23 . · Vi9ne, •Sidney, :eg~f 
' . I . ./ 

Vignes, Sidnei J. ~- - clerk, Ser"ic~ Drayage co. ; ·_a17 Itichard. 
' ·. . : , . 

- I , .. 
I 

I . . 

. , I : • 

. .• i • • ... . ·' : 

' • I 
01 

, , I • ,• , : . ' ' . 
• ~ . , • 0 

. . 
; ... . ,. 



' . 

RICARD ALEXIS 
Reel IV--Retyped 
January 16, 1959 

· S u M MAR y 

When Lee Collins came to New Orleans from _Chicago, he stopped 

at a hotel on Bienville Street. He called Alexis and told him that 
• 0 

they, wouilci st;ay at the Page Hotel. Alexis, wh6 haq been living .alone'' 

since · his wife had been killed in an automobile acc~_dent, invited 

them to ~~ay with. hlm and went and picked them up. : Th~y got .a job 

· at the Paddock [Lounge--around 1953, ·according to R.~ssell] with. Alexis 
I ' 0 I 

on bass v~olin. Lee Collins· played trumpet and _had people standing · 

. on their heels. At . that time Collins was as strong as "he ever could 
. . . 

be." Alexis had rever heard anyone play so many _ choru~es .<as many as 

ten to fifteen) . without taking the horn from his lip. • . EV:E!n though · . . 

Alexis conside~ed himself an iron lip, he was tmpressed .bscaus~ every .. . 

time .Coi lins would start a new ch?rus, he would g6 higher inste~d of 

getting w~aker. A~exis can't say . that about Louis Armstrong or Manuel . 

l 
. -

.' . 

; 
. · ..; 

•• 0 ::· 
·' 

·:.'t 

_,.. 

. . ' . · .\ 

Perez or anybody el~e, and they were~ll great.· You can ask Mr. or 
: . · [d~fltr /A?r of f>q~dtJtk.J · · · 
Mrs . [Steve] . Valenti.~ He wa.s at his peak when he came hete, but 

. . ... ·. 
according to Russell he got sick right aft~r .that• A year ' l~ter . he 

•. ' 

0 • 

.; 

, . ...• 

wa:s through and has never . pl~yed a note since. He and his wifs·~ Ma:ry·. 

lived with Alexis unt:il they went ~ck to Chicago. When . ~usseli . _visited . 
. . I . 1: 

Collins at the Victory Club in ~icago, Lee would _always ask · about · . ·· 

Alexis. .. \ . · .... 

, , . . 
Before Collins zirst went to Chicago, he played with . Aiexia and · 

I • 

'· ' i 

Rena in pa:rades. and fune~als, but he .couldn • t na t~h · .them. a·s ·: ••ir~n ' ,. · · 
' . ' . .. ~ ' 

lips." After he returned f~~m .chicago, : ·he was . pla}"ing , £i£te~n chotus·e~ .. . . "" - . 
• 

0 
o • l '. 

0 

: ' .;. , .. I 0 ' . ' 

without taking the horn from his . lips like no· one· Alexia had ever .. · 
o I ' I ' • : ' • o o ,' 0 o ,, 1, 

, ': .: 

heard. ·In response to Russell'~ ·leading question, .' Alexis said ,that · · · ~. ' 
0 • • 

• ' • • . • I ) , ·' ' . . 

Collins played too· high' on the staff to . so~nd like Buddy Petit.:· ·. ltf! 
: ~ . ) . 

;·, · 

sounded more lik~ Louis Ar_mstr~ng or Kid ~ena.. ~obody today ·~ia.ys · ·.· . 
• ! • • • • # o • , , . I 0 , .. • t : • • . • 

like Buddy, who played beautiful stuff dawn ·low. : lte hardly · ~"~t:.weht . •: ;.(', c, 

' • ' ' # I:·. • • • ' ~f' , l''~ :: ,.'~-f: . .'._ •' ~~ =~ 
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above the staff • . 

Petit. "Kildee" 

reader with good 

Russell says coil ins 

(Henry Holloway] was 

range, but he wasri 1 t 

. . ·· ... .. ' 17 

thought he was playihg like 
\ 

a good trumpet player, a good 

that kind of player, not a "get 
,/ 

off" man. Alexis worked with him at the Famous Door for about six 

years • . 

Merce Mercedes Gorman Fields was a good piano player. Ale~is had 
I 

rather hear Mercedes than Emma [Barrett], although she is 'still 

good. He thinks Mercedes even sings bette.J;". . l'V'ilhelmina Batt wasn • t . 

a "get off" piano f>layer, but she read musi~ (a good chord player), · .· 

and played Dixieland music and jazz. Sh~ lives near S~~de11 (~aeo~] · 

. : 

. nowo She played with Louis Armstrong at .the Cadillac on Ramp~rt . St:t@et • . 
• . • =. ' • 

Albert Francis's wife, Edna, ; a pianist who is . dead ~o'W, ~layed with 

Louis Armstrong, as did her husband, wl:to played drums. ·[Check A.rtttstron~, . 

Satchmo.] He 1 s with Standard Insurance on Claiborne Avenue now • . · : 

Alexis went to St. Rose Catholic School in Bay St. Louis until ' I , 
I . 

his First Communion when he· was eleyen, a year ·early. ae re~~11e bqw 

·the white ane;l colored had a retreat together the \oleek before .. Commu~ion. 

Then he went to public ~chool through the seven.th grade. It \>tas the 
·. 

school where Baby Dodds~ Johnny Dodds, and Lorenzo ~io studied under 

Professor Ross, before Professor Brawn. 

They ·had a "terrible" [mean~ng "great•] band in .Bay ·st. Louis 

when Alexis first started there with his father and his brother, They 

had a great band there, the ·supreme B~nd • . Paul Maurice 1 their .great. 
. . . , ... · . .. . 

clarinet ·player, came to New Orleans and· did 9'reat. w.ith bahds in · thE! 
.. 1 • ' • • • 

city. Alexis 1 s :brothers, Lester and JUngston, have .' their dwn band in 

Biloxi. Lester often plays at the aase· [Keesler Ai~ Force]. 
. ' ··' .. . 

• ' ' I 

Alexis brother took 'up trombone, but he gave it up. · Norte c;,f tht!tit 
I 

•' I • 

.. · ' .. 
: ~ ~ 

sisters played anything or · sang.. Alexis's father died wh~h be 8-tid hi!l . . ,. 

brother were in the service [ dur inq Wdr.l~ War l:] ~nd b~ ·.·th~. ~·i~~ 1: •.· :-· ... <1 
• • 

• , 4 , : • 
! ' 
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.. ],8 
I . . •· · 

· . . . . ; 

they got home for the funeral, he was already buried. He was probably 

around 55 .when he died. Alexis knows he [his father] playedlin a band 

other than. his own and Manuel's [Perez], but can remember · neither the 

name nor the personnel •. 

Al~xis . says tha_t you have to ·play harder on Bourbon Street 

than anywhere else. He us.es a bow on his bass a lot, on waltzes, at 

places like· the New Orleans Country Club or . the Southern Y~cht Club. 

He thinks the reason they have to play so fast and loud on Bourbofi 

street is t.6 .-attract people in off the street. Mrs .. Valenti tat the 
~ 

P.addock] , where ·he • s played for the past two, Tuesdays, doesn't .like 
' .. 

slow numbers. ' They've had so· muCh trouble with ,her about it that she 

doesn't have to ' give orders . any. moret .they know what she lik~s. Even 

if a customer requests a slaw number, the .. band will play it fa~d:, 
. . \: 

s_qmething Alexis is not used to. Sometimes Georqe Lewi.s pl~ys f:l ~low 

11 Burgundy ·Street Blues" 1 she doesn • t · fool with his band. Sh~ ean 1 t · · 
' I 

~ . . : 
tell him who· .to bring , in there, · or what to playo 

~ . ' . . . . She can' t get ~lonci · · 

with Paul Barbcirin either, · because he wants to run his own b.and 
. . . 

instead ·of letting her run it. • I • 
. . . 

WJ:i~n · they · ~iayed .. at · th~ ~~dd.oc~ for a few yea~s' [Russell .?t!a:td 
• • • • .. • • j • • ~ : • • 

them there .in· 1949], · Alex~s and Papa Celestin· split the leader~hip ·· : 

money, · Mrs. Valenti liked Celestin. very · much. '. 'Alexis signed the 
. . I . , . ·. 

i .. 

~ont:tact, but Mrs :· yalenti asked him to let Celestin .~~ke ove~ .~e. bana 

enti:r:.ely. · He agree.d ·since they were using_ Cele~tin • s .name any-Wat .and ... : 
.... 

since he would still get his ha_:lf of the ·leadership money~ . , one · sloW . . 
. . . . . . . ' . ' ' : 

): \ . ' 

humber Mrs. vaienti never seemed t6 mind was "Mae!~· · taveau. h . Although .; 

Alexis· never d:i.d care for ~t, · they used it a great .dt!alo 

·. WR .~ states ' that RA played With Paul aarbarin [See .GTJ' ·L~] ~ I , . 
I • I ; • o • o o • • ~~ ' \ I : • • ~· o 

Alexis used to have .a con~act t~ play "'i ~h . _his:. o~it ban~. £o1i~ 
. . . . , I . ' • . ' l,. . 

• • •• ,1.,. 

"' .i . 
. I 

• • 0 ; • • 

·.' . : . .' · ... ·. 

. •: .. : ... 
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the Streckfus [Lines] on the boat every Sunday. His name would be in 

the Picayune: "Ricard Alexis and his Dixieland Band and Fate Marable's 

Band." This was before the WPA band [also before the depres�ion]. 
' ! 

They had twin piaos on the boat •. Fate would lo�k_his up every time 

he went for intermission o Emma [Barrett] was playing piano with' 

Alexis and wanted to.play Fa�e•s pianoo Alexis asked Roy streckfus 

if she could use it, but Fate wa_s kind t?f. funny about it, so. she: Ui!�d 

the other one. They had [Borroughs] Lovingood there With twih piarlps D 

One band would play a few numbers, and then the other would coma Up and 

play, five�or si� numbers apiece •. Alexis doesn't remember who was

with him; but recalls that Fate had m�re �ri from away 'than froM �ew 

.. Orleans. This was on the [S. s.] Capitol,-on which they'd make! the ·,, 

the trip and.come back in the afternoon D 

Alexis used to belong to Ch�is Kelly's pand. That's wh�re Georg�. 

Lewis started, playing clarinet. Ikf [-Robinson]. was· the · trotnborie· -· 
i\ ,

player._ He is still alive, ,on Claiborne, around Dumaine .and ('tin..,· 
. . . ' . . . 

int�llig.i,ble} streetso Pratts, now dead, played banjo. Ale,cis lll)d · 
• • • . I • t ' t •· •. 

· Chris Kelly used �o switch playing first and second. trumpet;·· Ela Jid-': :, · · ··, '. · 
• 

•• ' • ♦ I  

,• '/ : I ', 

•

,• 
•, ' 

Alexis and K;l.d Rena. Al�xis can• t remember -when he switched from · · ·. l '_ · __ ;.-

cornet to trumpet� He used a c. G. Conn trumpet, as did Rena. Whe� .. 
' :_, . . . 

Alexis and Kelly had a number they could read, th�y had· fir�t and : · ...

' ,·,. 

secottd parts. Sometimes Christwouid leave the st.and. and Aiexis would.:. . . ,_. 

take over. Kelly. was
. 

� "w�-w�" playe·r, "�e best - biu�s .pla.y�r th@y--· ·_ -:
·. '.-. i_ ·.)

' . . . 

ever ·had here." He wa�n' t odo mtich of- a reader, · but · could read
· 

� � .. 
. : . 

: . -� : ,-:. : . ·: 

little. He played the halls, but not the
. 

country. club.jobs iik� ;· 
.. •' . 

( . . . ·.· '·· ..... ·
. • :_ . i 

Alexis pl�yed. :kelly didn it play trluch · for white peopi�. When two '. ··: :?--:- - :·-: ·,
• • 

• ! l • ; • : • 
•. " • • • ; • .: : ; 

trumpet players played together, one ·would go. off· the s·�-�nd: �ce�·si_o�all�/ .. : __� 
.. .. 

chat with the women, liave a 'drink, 11 turrt a trick,''. ete. 

Alexis played _ in the brass band with 
i \ 
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daddy, [Henry) Allen, [Sr.) a long time. Old Man Allen didn't play much himself1 

he was mostly the leader. The other two trumpets 

had to do all the work. Hi.a  eon was great. RBA · says �t Alvin Alcorn and Pete 

[Bocage] were with him (i� �e- early 1950'&). Alexis played _many times with the 

Eureka [Brase] Band, and.many times With 

John Casimir' s [Young] Tuxedo (Braes pand] • , He playe�
. 

trump�t wi.th

them until he gave �t up. He also played alto "peck ho_i;n," (Alexis plays "Margie" 

on the peck horn,) 

Bill Matthews called· Alexis and asked him 1£ he still, had that · horn [·the one he 
has just played on), as Louis Cottrell

 

, the preeidei:it: 
 .

(of the Union], had toid him Alexis was the only inan still playlng· it. He sent him 

to the Union to get his ·name put·on the_ list for a picture

that was to be made,· but !'trS· Alberts [Sp.?] told 'him th�t his nai11e· had been on 

since last week. When the time came to make.the ptct�re, 

�ey found that they had_eighteen men on the-list, instead of the 

seventeen that .�ey needed. and _he was out. [Anderson] Minor, on·' .. 

bass hor�, made so many bad notes, they were going"tf �cratph that

part out. Ad8lphe [ "Tat,s "] Alexander, (Jr. J who was "great playin�. 

'all those heavy 
• • 

overtures on 
t 

baritone fo� the.WPA. band
• 

,' 
I• 

wasn't used 
• 

either; The two horns that would h,we 'fitted in weien•'t used, ['l'hey 

used saxophones instead.J There's been some talk ·abo�t it down 
.
at•

the Union. 

They never had ·saxophones in the old braes bands,, :Thell' hl!,d bolo 
<o- •• 

trombones, the bas'! horri Would walk in 1;be mi!ldle, th� bllrit�ne. 
_ _
.�d , alto horns

would walk tog&ther, and they also had E fiat clarinet ·and 

two drums. Nowadays, they Walk db:Wn the atreet, aome in a biue c6
.
at. 

and red hat, it's'disgraceful, They·usea to wear. the unifornl fro� head to foot: 

pants, coats, every_t:hi!'g•, 

Alexia'used to play in the Onwzu:'.d [Bruer Band �ftl\ ·1.tsido-te) ·, 
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Barbarin, where they-never used two alto horns together. Alto can1e 

in on the after-beat (scats to demons'trate this) like the music is 

written. lt carried the band, like somebody playing the guitar 

behind it. It was the main thing in a brasa:band, but in th_at 

picture they had [ John] Handy and .Andrew .Morgan pl,v ing sa�ophones 

when they went to the graveyard. 

Good alto horns when Alexia started out were, ' Joe Piiyen from 

the Excelsior Band, old Man [Isidore) 
 

Bar rin, and Walter ["Fate["
' . ba. 

,\ . 
"

-
Pichon, _the piano player now, who used to play alto horn in.the

streets with Alexia. John Porter was a great baritone player� 

Harrison,Barnes and Georgie Hooker also used to play �aritone • 

lt's not too hard to fake on the.alto, if you have a good ear, 

You do the same thing with a horn as if you were complementing the 
. I

lead with a guitar, 
 

You can play it from the music (scat� to 

demonstrate). (Scats "Just a Closer Walk with Thee·" to. demonstrate 

how he played alto on a funeral march, Plays on two, three, and 

four.) [Compare John Casimir, Reel ?] 

End.of Reel lV 
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