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Also present: William Russell, Mr. Adams, Justin Adams

The interview was conducted at Mrs. Adams' home, 1560 North

Johnson St. in New Orleans. Dolly Marie Po?r9n3Adams is the daughter'

of the sister of Professor [Manuell] Manetta;iéhe}%mther played piano,
violin and trumpet. DA's father, Louis Péfrou§ was a well—known
‘trumﬁet player who worked with [among others] the Eureka and Excelsior
brass bands. He was 74 years old when he died 12 %ears ago, October 1,
[1950?]. He had retired from.playing music when he was about 50 years
old. DA was 5orn January 11, 1904; she first started playing music
when she was 7 vears old, her first numbers on the piano being "Case;ﬁ
Jones" and "Steamboat Bill." DA says she had been thinking about a
piano for a long time, and when her family finally got one, she just
went to it and began playiﬁg. She got her first lessons from Manetta,
and later studied at St. Mary's Academy, where she went to school.

Her father was still playing when she began; she says that sghe played
with him. Her mother played piano and sang at a party at DA's sister's
house the night before January 1, 1962f the day she died. DA says

gshe didn't need any help on piang}fégthEs so interested in it; she
just began playing and working out things for herself. At nine years
of age, she began playing parties with her brother, a violinist. At
thirteen, She‘joined Manetta's band. The personnel changed almost

every night the band played; some of the occasional players were

Louis Armstrony. Kid Ory, Joe "King" Oliver, Kid Howard, Alec Bigard
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and Raymond Dugas, the last-named a drummer. When she was about
15, DA joined Peter Bocage's Creole Serenader§, and remained in that
group several years. Th&n she had her own group, which played at
the Othello Theater, in the third block of [South] Rampart Street.
Both vaudeville and movies played at the theater. In DA's band
were Dominique "Ti Boy" [Remy] (who played in the Eureka Brass Band
later and who now lives in Ccalifornia), truméet; Joe Welch, wviolin
(deceased) , and "Kid Face-o" [Eddie Woods], drums, besides DA on
piano. DA was about 16 years old at the time. [Sometime] after DA
left Manetta, when he retired from playing to devote his time to
teaching, DA began playing with her brothers, Irving (trombone) and

) Douroux
. '

Lawrence (trumpet and arranger she played with them until

Irving died and Lawrence became very ill. Placide was fourteen. [Born
Fall, 1927. RBA.] Then DA organized a group, a trio, with her
sons, Justin and Gerald, later enlarging it to a gquartet when
Placide got out of the army.
DA says her father played with brass bands and dance bands.
She and WR speculate that "Norm" [Manetta], uncle of Manuel Manetta,

Douroux's

may have been Louis teacher, as Norm was playing Eb cornet

Dour qux -

when _ as "coming up." Pour°“¥

and his ancestors all were born
and raised across the river in Algiers, and DA says pourouxplayed
with all the brass bands [particularly the ones on the Algiers side
of the river], so he probably did play with the brass bands of Henry

Allen, [Sr.]. DA remembers the name of only one dance band in which



LR

P
L)

DOLLY ADAMS 3
April 18, 1962 .X
Reel I [onlyl- = L\J;yv of w3 \Smf

her father played, that of bass player Charlie De Verges, whom Manuel
Manetta studied with. WR says De Verges came from Arkansas orig--
inally, played guitar and banJo and eventuall} bass, evidently had
some music published, as WR found an incomplete copy of a De Verges
song called "Algiers Girl." WR says Manuel Manetta didn't even know

Douroux

De Verges had his music publishedi was a butcher by trade.

Since the market closed at 12 o'clock [noonl, he had plenty of time

J Justin Adams says his grandfather DOUroux

to play% played some with
"Big Eye" Louis DelLisle “Nelson; the bass player [later a clarinetist],
and also with Chris Kelly, and used to talk about them often. WR
tells about recording DelLisle two weeks before he died in 1949.
DA says her mother never played professionally, that she just played
at home [and in other private situations--see p. 1]. DA is the third
generation in her family to play music; she has a grandson, age 9,
who 1is studying drums; she hopes her group, including her sons, is
playing when the grandson is old enough to play, so that they can
have a three-generation band going.

DA used only the James Belloc [sp?] beginner's piano method
when she studied with Professor Manetta; she went to him to learn
how to read music, not how to play music, which she could already do.

WR mentions rags, such as those by [Scott] Joplin, and asks if DA

remembers having learned any of those, or like those. DA remembers
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and names a few such as, "Red Rose Rag," "Sensation," and "It's
A Plenty" [i.e. "That's A Plenty"?] DA says her style of playing
has changed with the times, going from Dixieland to swing to more
modern. She has taught her sons the Dixieland tunes they now play
in their band. DA says she has just taught her sons the fundamentals
of music, that they have picked up the rest themselves, although
Justin took guitar lessons from Manetta. Placide, the drummer [also
plays bass], taught himself. Gerald got a bass one day and played
a job the next night; he had played around on the piano a little, but
he taught himself bass; he practiced all the first day and night and
all the next day, then went on the job; he was 16 years old at the
time. Gerald is still a very good pianist, too. J.A. now plays
with "a modern band, you know, a rock-and-roll band."

DA says her band was at the theater [Othello] for about a year:;

H

various vaudeviile acts came t@rough, and some singers, of whom she
remembers two singers, [Aé;ir?i James and Lou [Kenner or Kennon?]
who were house singers. She played piano for the silent movies shown
there. The theater was on the lake side of the street, and DA thinks
it must have been torn down.

DA says there were not very many good pianists around when she

was learning; she says she does remember that Walter Decou was good.

WR says he is still around, but has not played in quite a while. WR
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asks DA how she "got out" to play, saying that it is unusual for a
girl to go to places to hear or play music. DA says she was always
well-chaperoned, having been first with Manetta, then with her
brothers and now with her sons. She says Manetta, who was playing
piano at that time, began playing clarinet so that she might have a
chance to play piano with the band. She says Manetta was the best
pianist in New Orleans, regardless of the facf that he is her uncle.
WR and DA discuss Manetta's capabilities on the many instruments he
plays, WR saying he has heard him play "Dixie" and "Yankee Doodle"
simultaneously on the guitar, as well as on piano.

Justin reminds DA that she played with [Luis] "Papa" Tio and
with Lorenzo Tio [Jr.], and also with Alphonse Picou. DA talks about
the Creole serenaders, saying that the band consisted of Paul [Bocage?

the father of] Peter, Henry and Charlie Bocage, Lorenzo Tio [Tr.]

e o, g0 B o2

(who married a sister of the Bocage me%g and DA. DA says Tio was
"the very best you ever heard."j-DA says the Creole Serenaders was
a different outfit from the orchestra of [A. J.] Piron, that Peter

Bocage had played in that orchestra, but the Serenaders were the

rf’;r ZRFTY SRR
Bocage brothers.ﬂ They played for parties, dances, etc. DA worked with

the Serenaders for years, and left them when she got married, probably
in 1922. B8he took 15 years out to raise a family, and then began

playing again and has been at it ever since.

END OF REEL I [only]
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. : George "Kid Sheik" Colar |

_lErank Adams was born in August, 1883. He was bﬁrn on .

Dryades Street, between Sixth and Washington in New Orleans aﬁd
raised ouwt in tpé_lrish Channel. He used to live on Reiigious
' Street,_betWEén Ra&e,dﬂd Orange and then moved to F@ﬁfth near -
St. Thomas and they moved frém there Eo'Waéhingtom Avenue when
he‘was'growﬁ Adams is not a mﬁsician as he never played any
lnstruments,but he ‘did hear a lot of the bands amd he was a dahcer.
He danced a lot. He used to go to the Love-and Charity Hall on
Camp, neér Valence;' [See Soards!, l916,- ﬁoving Chaidy Hall,
1334'Eagle]3 Adams'- father did‘not play any musi.c instrumeﬁt
‘His méther was not a singer. The first music Adams remembers as
a little bay was‘"King“,Buddy Bolden. - “Klnq" Bolden used to play

the cornet and had -about.'a dozen men in his band. {Compare Jaz;men.

Bolden was tops at that times famous, played for white and colared
peaple. Bolden llved somewhere up tawn.—above Nagolean Avenue.
" [See Soards’ 1908] Adams danced not only at the TIove and Charity
Hall but the Globe Hall and another one on Eagle Street near
Poplar up in Caxrnlltan Thare weren't any other halls up in
%Wwwf

Carrollton then. The other ones were: on Camp Street! the Love
and Chariﬁyiﬂall;fThe Fuhky Butt Hall, near Basim Street: Econém&
‘Hall, on Ursulines {and'i; is still theré, but £8 a church now; and
the Masonic Hall. ——All-fhis from WR, REBA.]

| Adams has some old frlends, men older even than he is,
that know these places and remember Bolden's bandl. One guy.used
to play music has a barber shop at First and L;bemty, John Joseph.
[Is interviewed.] His younger brother [Wiliie'"Kaiser" Joseph]

was a clarinet playerx, but he died several years ago. Adams knows



FRANK ADAMS _ 2
Reel I~-retyped ‘
Januwary 20, 1959

Buddy Bottley [epelling ?]: he wasn't a musician, but he used to
go up in a balloon at the old Lincoln Park where thereigs now a
grocery. Everyone ﬁsed to go out ‘to the park to watch him ge
ﬁp in the balloon. They had dancing at Linéoln Park and Buddy
'Bolden used to be out there, too. They didn't Play a special tune
when Bott19y [spelling 7] went up, but they played for the
occasion. Adams didn't see the late “Sunshlne Money" go up in
the balloon, but he knew him real well and his w1fe is still
living on Thifd, near‘fonfi; FA knowe the house. [Remembers
‘many musicians, but can t recall names at the moment--starts to
. tell about humbug--Russell changes subject]
[Some of the white people treated Adams nice when he
was raised dcwn in the Irlsh Channel] [1306 Fellcity—prdbably now])
Eddie Stack and Walter Stack were real nice to him. Edﬂie Stack

is an engineer for The Times-PiCavune now. The white and colored

got along well: they played together and they ate together.
Adams' mother would beat Mrs. Stacﬁ;cooking so they ate a lot ﬁith
them. He was living oﬁ First Eetweeﬂ Reusseauland.Tchoupitoulas.
The"neighborsrwould buf their meate et a neighborhoed market on
|$oraparu Street and then come to his mother s garden and get all
their vegetables and hiS’mmther would not let them pay for them.
Adams daddy; planted the garden. There were only tWQ.cplored
families in that block. The other family, theréndersens, were
closer to the corner.

7 - Adams did not know the guitar player, George Sayles, but

he remembers [John] Robichaux and that he was famous, a big band.
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They played low down music like Bolden, but they also played

'refiée@ music. played cabaret--Bolden played old barrelhouse

music.
Adams liked the dances at that time: the quadrille, two-
) : : w R
step, the schottische, d the mazurka. They used to waltz, too.

W(?fsmamﬁsz -Sie dibe) Savmecss ]
. One otlwer, FA can't remember. They used to play the blues a lot;

that was the time when they used to play the blue“s. The .blues

were played fast and slow. Adams doesn't remember fhe names of

them now because he put it all down when hé—"joine.@ the ¢hurch and

hadp't thought about’ it since. He remembigys. the "slow drag" Whicﬁ‘.

they had in all the halls The quad;iile was not a ratﬁf dance.

Thgy«also had a dance called the "dip“. He could remémber]more |

if he had:time to think--was young and foolish thén, Adéms was-
good dancer and the girls llked to dance with hims they would

go-to & hall if they kr;ew,he. would be there. They had some fighting. :

but it was among friends and they would all shake hands. There

was no cutting or anything 1Lﬁ<e that. | '

" The Robert Charles Riot héppéned on. Saratoga, between Erato‘
and Cifp somewhere around there. ‘1£ was ‘said Ehgt he was waiting
'ﬁgf his ;iferané a colored WQan‘WEné and called the police and
'to;ld ﬁhem tl‘-xaj: he had been standing around thei‘:é so leng that she
didn't know what he e, raitin'g for: to kill her or hurt her or .
what, but he{ wasn't ha%&iﬁg-snobc;dy. .'I'he offiéeré.Came up there and -
called. him "Blaék S. B." What you doing 5roﬁnd here."” The mah sald,
”Ndwr don't handle me that ﬁay. Why'don t you ask me what I'm
Vdoing around here’ and perhaps I might tell you, ““&tec. The police
didn’'t like that and they started after their gun andlthe guy shot

W RsayS ‘
them. [%he police started for their gun firséZ]. He went upstairs
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"in am old house and everyone that tried to break in he would shoeot
them. They started to set the house on fire to make him run out,
but decided against it. Then he.got away by night [dressed in
womemns clethes--—Russell-he agrees] axzd got out of the way. He
M?irﬂ s
was a Mason and an 0dd Fellow Adamg did not know him perScmally,
he just heard about him.' [He was supposed-to be a nice, quiet
fellow and w_ouldn't'cauSe any trouble till that came up.— Alleng
Adams agrees] Ad%ms heard that he died somewhere in Chicago.
‘ othér
Then the white people started golng aroind the Irish Channel
sayimg they'were going to kill all the colered people. Mr. Stack
came and warned Adams' daddy and invited them to go and stay with
. them. Adams' daddy didn't want that seo Mr. Stack said he .would walk'
the street with his. shotgun and tell the gang th,ey would have to
[Mactype 4/ ] -
go "over his dead body." 4 Adams' daddy had a shotgun and a farty—
HE Steeday TJohopiedas streel,
flve and plenty of ammunitionqi They warned the gang not ﬁzﬂ go any-
Sécd weu I fire o ff @ waaivins S l_-;f*fr‘:'a-’;f(#ﬁf,‘
where 4in their bléck and they didn't, but they went around the
corper. where there was an old colored woman paralyzed 1n the
Cin 1hE Summér TME
chaix for years and years srtting eutside in the air and they killed
the old lady and broke up her chair a,nd the old lady naver hurt .
anybady and didn" t kndw anythlng about the riat. | '

. fhe Irigh people i.n Adams' neighborhood were a tough bﬁnc‘h:'
always f‘ightj.ng and drunk. They worked right on the riverfront
 with you and when you passed by they might not even knaw you and
flght with you before recogniZLng you were their pal. Adams
never did pick on anybody as he liked. friends, but if you picked
on him he wouldn't run, he wouyld stay in fhere:and fight.

' There was anoth#x riot when Afams was liﬁviémg/ on Melpomene

. 7
between Clara and W:Lllow over 20 years in whlc'hAPerey had been

Charlie f&ff;;‘ }?fﬂm{'
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arrested and taken to the jailhouse on Magnolia and the policemen
were beating on him and he got a gun and in the fight shot about
four of them. One of the policemen finally persuaded him to

$urrender and promlsed him a fair trial. Then they put him in

. & patrol wagon and took him out in the country and all shot him

t-o death.

Adams remembers the parades, when he was little. the kings
WP ashs a bout (olaed paredese

and queens, the Rex parade.,; A fellow that used to work for

LvE & oW Seéow d Sive '
D. H. HolmeSAput on parades. durlng the carnlval time, he had ﬁloats

and everything.

'They had'funera¥s when Adams was a boy with brass bands.

. They had old time hearses with horses drapea in black and brass

lamps on each side of .the hearse. Adams'never daid folYew the

.funerals. The brass bands played jazz and there. would be dancing '

in the streets ‘behind the hearse. He had more respect for the dead

than to follow the ée;ps-e.

END OF REEL I
FRANK ADAMS
JANUARY 20, . 1959






