unvn DaALLL L . 5 T w s !J ek

g;g%bg“gs, 19?9 . { :

[ﬁ_l_len:] Thia is Dick Allen. We re doing an interview today. - "
W‘hat s your name? You tell me, - | | )

[E@Qﬁ;zl. Marjorie Zander. i. T ; !i
[-'khhiien-]' 'A:.I.l -rlg‘ht. - And v(hag's iroxi: name, man? ! ;
[Balley:] David Bailey. - o e R mah gt g S
t-éll‘ﬂ'] Da"i‘d Bailey. 'I'ddaya is 6ctcber-* . A '
'[_Lfm] 'I‘wenty-fifth, 1959. . Our aiadres's--we'*re"‘__;lg.hgré on ,
[.é._.ﬁ‘l_ t] - 3418 South Robertson. I, L '_ | . ' ' "
[;Aiﬂ'l 3418 South Robertaon-——l ev‘en knew w‘nat stree{: W; were_”f:" ' 7:;

oii 'l:oday. ' We usually start off by asking a guy h:l.s exaét dage '“ﬂz

&y d—-";
[ i ' ' I y .' ;4 Y
bsren, St T et e aaet e
[.A&!. ] The what? TR s ! . : .: . 4 -.l .I ¢ -_;;:::-(? o r‘
[éﬁ.eni] The exact date of birth. f ol .-._‘i‘ g 8 I PR g
T L w G B TR e

[Eﬁilﬁﬁt 1 Birt‘h? You mean when he Was born? s A P L
[L_llem] Yeah. | | '

R

[.’Baileg.] Wel_l, 'I couldn't tell ycul that. -

<Ry
S e,

[ﬂl‘ien‘:] You don't ¥howi ' : : NET R e, s g ke
[Ba:iiex' :] No, because my mama and daddy died whén I was a

baby, and I don't remember Mama and Daddy. There was two old

1adies [who knew 7] myfmamny and. daddy before 1 wére bornw-f;

' 7

._and by me travel:lng, going to play m’usic, you kndw. qo.{ng

ou'I: of tOWn---but 1 still got my birth. cert:l.f:l.cate, $3 got ﬂ: hE e R

!

'upatairs here. By me traveiing, playing music, qoinq éut ?gf
'i & 1!-’
tawh-—r w:rote to Washington, went dabm to the new city Halim-

y&li‘know, the courthouse \pn Royal st.reet—a-pas.d $4¢00 ;» [had »;,‘

fu "h, A,

t& go all '2] the way to Washington, ccmé back'and{'&tﬂéy lay\ :i:h&.':'""; Ao
by, t.he“ peg{ &

.récbrd was burnt upr come back again, had tb go ‘&

._1‘_:;2(' 1 i ) . . 4 ) N . .1.. .'L .:4 ’r 1 ;i‘t r}""' g{.?"ﬂ ,
Y : - N Al VR elaids SRS .r'-f%
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Hall, back there. So they found my marriage certificate when '=<',?fﬂ

e = C e S
- a)q;—:ﬂ;.—umﬂuﬁw

I, got married, so now I got the right dope. ‘I'm age sixty-nine’

[AQlen!] Oh, you never knew that [ﬁnintelligihle],, Yeu'juetfji- kf@”f

i

haﬁe turned 69, huh? i “, _i CERTT': S PNt R S e v

i : & @ !
. P . B . 'r',".'."‘.n-i %

[gailegz] ‘Yeah, just made it. Theyﬂfdund'my'reeerd from- o

when I got married. e ; '3 s om el e g )
[hllen:] What was your birthday? : Pel B o l’ - ”~f;‘ %

e SREAL SR P g . i,
X - s W EUN PRt S e o
R . I S Tt~ SR T Y S ST e

[Bailezzl It was on January 28," LA e

(Aliens] *Jsnuay 267 AR G .,
[gg_:[.l_ez:] - Yeah=-28th.. 'i ’ ; : ;;.:,
[_A;gg}] Mine's the 20th, We're almoet birthday pala.;'iﬁ - £ J%
[ ailex:] I've got m& marriage thing up there.. That's the "fhii.ﬂ,';a%

same ae a birth certificate, you knéw. 1;_'Vﬂ‘”j ;' _fq-?iﬂih s o
[Al.,leni ' We'll take a look at that, Af you-- ’ g o

tgguex:] ‘Huh? E -; G T ok

e - N
Dot L T s

e b S E Y N
[ llentl We'll take a 1ook at that} 1feAWheh:gdge— i fﬁﬁ; fif:tfpff'ﬂwﬁ

;- g -

?‘;‘; - M
L

[B&ileg:] [Unintelligible] : . T |
[ALlen:] Don't do it now, don & bother-—okay, ydu want td get :ﬂ?;-

. Ny e

W e
3

.

T 2

it§ Okay. . (Machine, Of£.)' Now where were you ‘born; | anyhow? ;'i‘f«

N ’.1 A L
I ot :
3 p g i o

[hﬁilex'] Right here - in New Orleans._ 1}1_ .f: 3 -";y ; ja 1 H.8
wt Yipd J T i T e

fAllen:] Right here in New orleans? What - neighborhood? :}fi”%;f:ﬂld

AP e WL

= PO

'[ aileg ] Third and st.- Thomas [Streetal, my step-daddy 8 told

_me Wt s S i'*' ; wF'_ s v:ffg“?7‘5“?$¢};fﬁr‘
fagbggpj Third and St. Thomae. ‘,:" . ?m-,‘ﬁﬁéff.hrué;fﬁﬁw,_:{

0 ‘ TaEE
- [ ilezx] Yes, that s what my atep—daﬁdy told mep before he ‘.“ ;
died._ See, my mother was married twice: aﬁter myﬂmbthér and o

” M .' LTt oy
! éa dy separated, she married a Johnbon.i_ e‘ﬂ dead,ftba‘ 4! ,f”‘i :
Y 11 i ] &y 8

A 1en:] That must be Duck Erneet'p ﬁather?

% . ¥ ' T s 3 3 -"' |||':.,. * :

L]

q ] ”.‘;‘ 3 ‘; L
'I‘.; .;-.I-i‘-r:;g' e 5
Eégﬁi*df B
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lBailezzl‘ That's my brother, Ernest; See, we're by-the game x"QLFﬁE
i * x - g

mother. but different father. é- i s T h : '-tﬂ-;
i . . l.'

[Allen ] I see. 7 : _ :
[Bailex:}» He's a Johnson and I'm aiBailey. In other-WOrdB, they

olaim when you're by the same mother you re whole brothera, s '", er

5 ]
[b¥ the mother's side ?]. We're by the same mother. but o .V-f }%
, o T

different'fathers.- _ | “?
[Allen:] I see., ' . : . . ‘_ &2y = . ': b :;.' ‘. o .‘5
[gg&;gx;] By the same mother, you're whole [brothers], but by 'f_fﬂf

the same jather and a different mother. you're only half.‘_ N‘ﬁ e e

l

hayen t seen him since 1927. - ‘ . ,2_ 3 i
-t_ﬂi;gx;] "He was in [Boley 7?1, Oklahoma.‘ He . ‘caine back heren ;gf*{ogrf%
Oﬁca in 1927 to se¢ me; he wanted to get me to go there and : :? ““,;;;

plhy in a band with him, and I didn‘t want to leave. I Was

still WQrking right at that [Sarah Mayo] hospital, where I m "f}r;hﬁk’f

working now. “He wanted to build up a home for me,and’ alJ., and’ o
f“%idn ke want to leave. I auppose he just got- mad, and that' ('Lﬂfbé.f%
wny he wduldn't write ko me. Unless n:l.ght have lost the 1etters, :}_;'.‘3
_you know——my address. I got it from my niece, hie daughterr she :-flurf%

Waa operated on there at the hospital where I work I got it ; ;ﬁf:iiﬁ

.
Sy i
LR ened-t i Lt

fr?m her, but I moved uptown from down here, and . I lost 1t, I.,}Tm'afz?ﬁ

can't find it ' I had a.little book. . Now the only way I can get fi

2T
SR

Jyé address again is try to get in toudh with my niede, try tc .1_;;;:

'ioéate here, and get it again——try to write him.[j‘? J m;w'.
-7[ ;mn] We'd like to see. him. ¢°f°'£‘“f (‘" D8, f’()’é I%‘?J
: tBailex:] .Man, it' s been a long time. YOu know new many yearB*F;!ﬁ¢{;?3

- o o

cv L
hes 7~=r~

A~ . .‘"_.' . > .' A . |, ‘!

thﬁt's been? _ . M .‘_ B g, om -.;:.ﬁ;_ 2 ’y‘.;.
& ot : : o EA g e T, el e
[A len:i] - “How long? - & Mﬁiw;;,'ﬁ-ﬁfy.ﬁiﬁwf,g‘,J“ﬁ;'
i ok 1, % i{ I_I‘}vl"‘ 7
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‘(Baileyt] - 1927, This is [19]59-~that's righit around thirty~two .- |

, : g . R I e A
years, 1sn't 1t?- ' Gy ; ) : ‘ , o
A% ' , i ; B

_[Ailen:] That's right. What year were you born in? 'Let's get ;

that straight. ' ! RN Codee " i

[Bailey-]i JanuaryQ ‘ : E, o ; T OE g, ;

o ing
[Allen:] What year, though? f -‘“.|,E? LTS SETE Q. L ZE?Vif
[ggiley:] I got it on the--1 can‘t think*m - fn ‘ }f}ij é.‘ ¥¥ ffsi;gé

[Allen:] You've got it on the thinq. o "'-_ o \’e?,'- T “l-;_fl
[ ailex:] That's what I say. [thn H.] McNeil {his landlord ( ‘
see Reel 11 p.. 311 must be got it; he must have 1t -.,'Zf” s
[Allen:] Well, he' 11 be back, theni f_I.‘et':s see—uf O agar .
V[Bailext] It's the'birth eertifieare,uyou’kﬁcw.'

| . . )
' . ]

[Allen.] Do you remember the--

B T T e 2 s

[Bailex ]. I remember when I got married: 3 4 got married in 1910. :';JZL“#
"[Allenzl Do you remember the Spanish—American War? "'f : ,g;,‘f e

' : 4 A
! AR

[Bailez:] No, I don't remember nothing about that._ There ain't- ﬁVﬁ:%‘T

buF two'wars I remeMber, and that 8| World War z. and this one Ir-h--;n“
| _We had, World War II.. I heard talk of the 3panish—American War:'?J“;pfﬁﬁ
I had a grandpa—bmy grandpa, He [unintelligible] [had a P ok

'r‘big old ?]--I forget what  they calied it, those big old guns-u”‘

b [

fhilen:] The Artillery, maybe, huh? Sy

-'[Bailex.] ‘No, slr, I forget what they called ‘thert | things.‘_f
-tu§inte111gib1e] ‘1 forget what they called Ehem. -

[Z&nder:] - Cannon, you mean? ‘ -ff‘ D ffh=\‘f hi o BT

"IBailex ] 'Huh? They had a [1itt1e old camp?] mlace there,:my‘”“' ; “ff
-auEt had . ?]. Musket, I believe they called them musket.

T .
[_;;QE;] Muskets, in those days, huh? J';ﬁ CV foieiiri;aﬁlL“ £
f ilegx] Yeah. Used them in the spanish-Amériean Wara.}ﬁhaﬁfgﬁif':,
oﬂe war I don't know nothing about‘ "uf."_i'~ﬁ'5 hfﬂh;jZfﬁ;i:"’

B RS e gl R

=
g;‘ LN - - yor Ay & S TR P m—‘us,,,n"
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[Kllen-] I thought maYbe you remeﬁbered that from a kidt from

‘your days as a kid, you might remember-- ' L ': i ?
[haileg:] No. I heard people thlking about it whén I was growing

ﬁpé Ain't but the two wars I know' that was,Horld War ‘I and

ﬁorld War II. And I was scheduled’ to go to World War Iy. {'

The week peace was declared, I was.to 1eave that next week. ;-f,: . .;lt
VtAllens] How old were you. when you were married? ' ‘h‘ ik f@ji{,;
[Bailezt] Twenty-one. I got examined in that big white school ' “”_E
right down there on Dryades, between Clio and Thalia-—that R :
big white—= ' ; i Y R ’: e ﬂ' , *Q
-[Lllgg;l oh, yeah, I know that sﬁhool. ' e - & ;' | "f

'1Baile2:] That's where I got examined at. 7
[ﬁllen:] When you ‘were young, what was the first music or
‘Binging that you remember hearing?

""[Bailex:] First music, singing? s o I .
‘tﬁllen:] 'Music or singing._;- é | | g
'[Bailez:] Well, I tell you, I didn't pay much attention to * -J,)
anything 1ike that, I was so busy getting up in the game myself,

I S
. you know. . I know I used to play in the show, I used to play in BT

church, I used to play in concerta; 'you know——sing, dance, buck ‘-:' uf%
dance—ul used to be a great buck dancer [Make movie of- budk " pe- t;};g
dance], sing.’ This nickel show, uged to be back’ on ‘Louisiana :e'f-';;”éé
and Howard [now LaSalle Street]~-I used to play there every § j

' Friday night with a seVen-piece orohestra._ That's when' they ;
. g
, had the' Charleston out. Played with a fellow named Fostér Lewis, RS o
w** . . gy % Yol g T s
ﬁd Dude Lewis. e Boa e -f S S 'T:iﬁfi.g?!}}{i;f(”

[Alleg:] I knew Dude, manj he used to play with Joe, Avery and

Wilbert Tillman, That's a guy I knew, Dude. - .. ,fﬁ;;’_ éfﬂ A
& 8 oy MR T e
i[Balleyt]  Yeah; he's dead. . opiilihvoeigio b

,,,,,

= , R B )
_:l;: " . . R ! . : :_‘ i) 3 ,.J 7 - . ; ‘." 3 i ’,“.lr, . b-"' !?.\ ;\su f*h‘- . i
gt B ' W et o PR L AR R G R R SF ﬂr*ﬁu’-ég i
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[Allenx} I have anrecord in my coliection of him,

[Bailez:] His brother--they call him Fostair-Jhe s dead too--

Ehe trombone player. ‘ |

[Allent] I never knew Fostair. Both buried?.

|[Eeileyx]‘ Fostalr. i ' ;
: [Allen:] Where are they buried? :

\

[Biileﬁx]- Greenwood Cemetery, boﬁh of them buried there,.

[Allen:] Up there—-

[Baileg.] Up in Carrollton, up- around there where I used to 1ive..

f&;lgg;] -Green Street. That's where—n i
[ﬁailezz] Yeeh, Green Street. Greenwood Cemetery. Tﬁai's
where my step—daddy buried at, and I've got a sonuiﬁ—law buried
up there too. . j'

[} 11ens] Wesley Dimes'isrburied upfthere too.‘

'[B 1ex:] Wesley Dimes--he's dead??' ' .
[Allen:] Wesley Dimes was killed in Baton Rouge. You didn‘t‘
knew that? VYears ‘ago. . K -
[Bailezt] Yeah. I didn't know he was dead. Liﬁtle trumpet
pl?yer. He was good. He.useﬁ.to piay withl[uﬁinﬁeliigible]
bxaihere | ‘ . |
[hllenz] Yeah, I saw his grave up eheie.'
[ggilegz] [He's up there ?]? ";
Allen:] -ves: |
[Bailez:] How he got killed? o
[Allen:] He was killed by a policeman in Baton Rouge,];e:ff
[Ba ley:] Yeah? _ ' ‘
[ggégg;] Shot him. That's what I heard.

| fgiilegll I wonder how ‘come. "ff-'

ﬁ“i

ks
R I
R }}
ve
. ks
.‘;

Tt

argEe T e
B e S s AR

=
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'fé.l_l_-g_l:l_*]\' Something to do with his :w.tfe, I think, or something. .. ;
I don't know. You used to work with him in the L:Lberty Bell,
_somebody told me. ‘ T e ST e
[Bailey:] I didn't know that boy ﬁas dead. “He's been dead, | ‘
hu:h? A policeman shot him in Baton Rouge, | ' J
[Allen:] That's what I heard. He' s been dead for quite a while. . . i
' I Wrote it all down, from the grave, you know-—all that R L
'[ Bailey:] He used to be a nice kid: ‘I know he was a nj.ce l:l.ttle ' j
trumpet player, Wesley D:!.mes. Yeah, I remember him _ 7 | ;L;
-.-[Allem] I guess it was Eddie Morria told me about :Lt, you krlOW.‘ . 3
He used to be with you,- huh, in that band? ‘ o
% tBailex:] Yeah. " His picture s on that——didn't you see h:l.s ey : |
picture on there? ‘Didn't ‘I show you that? The band? , . el "_.:-f-:
| [Allen:] No. ; : . P s g Y _ij
j fBaileg:] i 3 ne\}er showed you the piotufe_ of the -b'and’x.‘ ' ' "' t
.;[M_eﬂ.] No. ..You got a picture of.the Liberty Bell? ;
x_j[."'aile‘ t] 'No, I mean of Eddie Morbis,-,when he was playing with g
':ﬁé-_' - | : L TR Nt
‘[w] Oh, ‘yeah, that picture of the-— o 2 LE o i _' ? \
[Bgilex:ff—t}ibson [Brass Band]. : ' B mag S ,. )
[Allen ] G:I.bson or the Jackson [Brass Band] r I don't remember “

_which it was. B R g AT

[f:!ailexl] I never did play with the L:I.berty Bell. I played With

{:lze-—-z didn't play with them regulalrly, but the moet I‘ ever i '_,-‘.‘.j A%
fpiayed with my brother v‘r\o had was in the Young Tuxedo [Orchestra] T
.Wa was running this town, almost; wasn't none of them bands. s

’“nardly, [could play anythiag with us 7] we had a good band

We used to play [at the unintelligible ?] the t:l.me Palm

Gardens was - open there-—Eiqhth and Rampart [sueets] H‘
-+ 3 . B § - . , : ‘. 3y al s SR EREA .-"’:A“P{
g : o o N g AN, ’,é‘h, - ,-viﬁb%ﬁ%’%’"
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_used to play there all the time. 'Then we used to play for the

“Bulls. I played with Jack Carey for quite a while, and I

played with Chris Kelly about six yeara. Played with Papa

‘.Celestin the time the District wad open, down there at Fewclothes.

- He was running two bands. I playéd with him six months down

“there. And the last job I played with Chris Kelly was on the

f?hteamer Capitol, in 1921.

-T[Allensl Let's start back at thefbeginning. That might make

jit come out in better order, you know. What was your very

-.firat instrument you played?

* tBailey:] Drum.

lfAllené] Drum.

,$[Bai1ez=] ‘That's the first thing, I took up.’ Bgt'I.plaYéd—-

-

';I learned [to read] [music ?] after that. . K

fftAllen:] You played another instrument, huh?

}_[Bailex:] I played a harmonica, jews harp, flute, fife,

> piccolo, bass viol a little bit, guitar, piano..

if[Allen:] Can you still play harmbnica much?

ﬁf[Bailez:] Play the fool out of it. \

. [Allen:] Do y6éu want to make some secords? I think ‘I can fix

o

A'.n,‘

¥

-f you up. I'1ll bring my boy around some ‘time,

[ Bailey:] All right Yeah, I can play it. I don't know how
I'll make out with 1t with them new teeth, but after I get

. used to them teeth—-if f can't. make it, I'11l hate to take the
i teeth out, {play it like that ?]. But the harMOnica I used

’to play was Marine Band [brand]

ri[Allem] Oh, yeah?

';}Bai ey:t] Uh-huh. '[I'd get ?] a Ma:ine'Band¥5[ih'thelkeyjdfj:ﬁﬂ;?n'

A P : L] . d i i
e ralll . . g i g Tws e, R R
e, L my aas, Phoagm g0 0 T Ty

. i . 4 3 ! § ‘o ’ (r:.‘i..'.‘.-' ‘;. - ool ety '_'qi",“‘ i A

[~ ¢ T
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[gélgg:] Well, get in practice andgphone'melat Tudane, “h“‘l,. . ‘_::%
- [Bailey:] You'il have'to give ne that number. ,You'il have A ' j
ro_write it down for me. ! | | | '

[Allen:] Okay, we'll write it downi Hold on,a second. (Machine f
- [Bailex:] --jusﬁ with a guitar. P o L ) f . : .-;

[Allen:] You played a big Wedding just with a--. = = e . ‘ e .frﬁri

[Bailez:] Harmonica and gu:l.tar.= Fellow by the name of Eddy _":Fizdi
BOWIeso’ He got married and then he'moved-ewent to’ Iowan You ‘ “'; ﬂ :
’know where Leidenheimer 8 Bakery Shop there on Melpomene and _i

Bimon Bolivar? Leidenheimer 8 Bakery? _

[Allen ] I can t place--Oh yeah, I know; that's at Melponene.

Is ‘that the one? L ' ‘ “ B

[Bailex:] There 8 a big two—room house—-two story house, right

inhthe back between Simon Bolivar and Liberty. We played a ;
_éedding up there——the house was packed and jammed—Aharmonica ;%'EJ‘x?i%
and a guitar.. And I had a derby put over the harmonica, and _\& ‘i’ Eb
.ﬂhat guy played with the knife [a technique ‘of guitar playing].‘ ;?
Ybn talk about some music--we made some money that night‘ .d?

[Allen ] Put a- derby over "the harmonica? T , g =:Q:ﬁ;

[Bailexz] Yeah. that's right. | %-_'.';', - B S ’ 'i B j;iE?

[Allen:] I never heard of that.

[Bailegz] Either a can-—get a Can,ranything. [UnintEIligible]. R

Be%playing this, You evér seen a trumpet player put’ derbies over?uh_‘i;g
[Ailen:] Yeah, sure, l _Vi_ - 'i]- | “‘({4"- . _}fuﬂﬁ . :”h“dipﬁjé
fggglgg;] And I made that harmonica talk.‘ T can play {it] with J;'?%
éy§n03e~-[played it with my nostrils 2] ‘ Learned all that when _1xﬁﬁga
;'Was a kid. I can imitate a train on a_harmonica, I ean .?‘33;,?:5;5
}r d ; . e O ¢ A
it - ' e
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‘imitate a train on my snare drum. §And I can take the't:ép—-you

know, the whole set--and play the whole part of "High Society"

-right‘on there, on the trap drums. I just let you know that

I'm playing it and that I'm starting off-—you understand? Play

_the whole thing, Just by myself.

' [Allen:]
“time?

:[Bailex:]

Can you play the drums and the harmonica at the same

Sure, 1f I had the rack_[for the harmonical]s; I'd

" have to have the rack--sure.

' [Allen:]
[Bailey:]
';[Allenzl

Do you have a rack?
No, ‘I don't have no rack.

We'll have to get you one--we'll make you one out of

-a clothes hanger, or something.

Etpailexi]
“{[Allen:]

,fﬁ#ailex:]

I believe you .can buy those things.
Yeah, you can buy them:‘l had one one ‘time.

Sure, I can play; I coﬁld take a [harmonica and

"piay a harmonica ?]. I 1likes muéic, you know. To do: good at

‘1 omething you got to like itr I guess that's why I do 11ke that.

 [Allen=]

When you were getting started. did you Just pick up

?{druma by yourself at first, or did you have a teacher?

,[Bailex:]
[Allenz]

No teadher--just pick 1t up.

That‘s at first? Now, about how old were you when .

‘YOu started on drums? ’

[Bailez:]
[Allen:]
A

[Bailex:]

: When I was a little bitty something--I [just come up. to there'*?].;. 

- [Allen:]

: don't knows I don*t know that. |
.Well, were you Wwearing long pants when ycu stafte&? .

Oh, no, I was in kid in short pantss I started éut

About threeé feet high or 80, huh, something 11ké that?

e e Bt

s

AL BT il - P ‘..; .,_-.‘- . -
R S e s TR e A it B e

i,

Nl i

SRy
|' '}t?,



Reel I--retyped . _ ¥l : ' ST R A
:October 25, 1959 Pt s =, v

S 1 O

| = e

P

[pans ?]
[Baileyt] I guess so, yeah. Learned on tubs, tin [cans ?1,

“and boxes.
[Allen:] Oh, yeah, I see.
[Bailey:] Many night people would throw water at me at night:
I'd be on people's steps, twelve o iclock at niqht, whistling,
‘#nd playing sticks. I was wnrkiné'at the old Magazine Market,
down there at the old Magazine Market. I got up to Pnilip and
j_Ahnunciation. 'They used to have those little [sticks ?] in
iﬁetﬁeen tne [cérs ?]; you know, hold 'your 1e§ oter like : ; ;:
t;[unintelligiblé]. I seen [a ?] [unintelligible] and left .
"that little old meat [unintelligiﬁle]. When I got'bacﬁ and‘hé
said, "Ii1l1 bet you ‘ve been playing drum5¢ If I didn't like
}ou--you are a good boy--I'd fire, yOu, [but 3*11. let this by."t ?]. .
: I was about an hour and something late going back theré;_ Kept : "; Ll
on ‘Eil X learned, 'til my brother said, "Well, I'm going to ) jﬂ.vw
buy a little cheap drum, cheap aet.? Went down to the pawn " :
-nhop, got me a little cheap old snare drum; finally got me ar
iittle old bass drum [on it 7] .che home and made up a little
hand, [and I was going to start out, see ?]. r '
[Allen:] When you cut--. ; P : o w ;'i
[Baileg:] -Know when I started trying to taking 1essona? 1921.-:,:}:{ 1
=I was playing with Chris Kelly. I was learning good; I was | it
reading musics I can read it. Evérybody in the band could read I
You see, the trombone piayer was from over the’ river: he uaed J;-f;:ﬁk
to buy mnsic and rearrange it-—fellow named Harrison Bafﬁés: o

he used to work for the Southern Pacific-—and that guy was a good

G

ALY

.,musician. Everybody in the band read.. We had Willie Foster,:~ e
(0 CPas) i Ly
Georgeg%oster 8 hrother, playing—~you know he could read. 'And;. i

|
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e got that and he ghowed me my drum part——we uséd to rehearsal :  ?€
right down here by that cemetary rignt down on.Orleans Street, .
somewhexe qun there. I was h%ttingfit—fmade note for note, but

they told me I wouldn't need-the no ﬁusic no more, so I jusu .

stoppedo But.every once in a while i'd.look it overy I [got
five pieces of drum muSic right ?] home now in m& dresser drewer;

_The last night I played on the steamer Cagital the people all C e ..ﬁf
stopped dancings they all come around me. - "Where that drummer | 4
come from?” White man on the boat say, “Fellow, do you.read

music right off?”. I said, "No, sir, I just takEiﬁ } lessons

now{" He says, “By golly, my drumme; ain t got nothing on you

'but the xylophone." You know the tning built like a taﬁle, &ou i _
play with those little balls,‘ I tolé him, I say, "You aILow me | E ffié
a break, I'll play that." "I'll have ‘to-give it to you,“ he said '
"You re a drummer." I've played places where they had to get ' .a'{f
the people back off of me, to give me room to play. I told .
them if they don't get the policeman to get them back; I an‘t ] f}‘
play._ Oon that ferry there, the Louisiana [Avenue] . Ferry, the EEAC

Napoleon [Avenue] Ferry was running, he said, "Play a number ol e A

b Nt e

-band on the ferry," people was crowding around there like sardines.'{'“

¥

I used to play these dances and 1awn parties, COuldn t play; I .

e e

played in Port Arthur, Texas, played there with the Black Eagle M

'Band, my brothex 'and I. e B f‘._ : . L

! ' . J !

[Allen 1 With Evan?

s

e L
S e EL N TR

[Eﬂiigz:] Yeah, I played with Evan.f Sure, I played w;th~ﬁ%m;'bﬁg-;ﬁl
first we wﬂgt there ‘with our band.’ ) _- 3 ‘.Hf
‘[Allen:] Which was the Black anle? I'm going to try to get that'g"f:
s?rgightfl Is that Evan Thomas' s'Biack Eagle? Or was, thaﬁ yauruu'ggy




' Jumped up there and jumped right down on my whietleufi»had a hig‘-

'outE:%When_we got into Port Arthur [Texas], playing on a truck,
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[Baiiéy-]' E. T. Thomas; they call him therer that was his band.

But We went over thére, you know, and so we went there and we  °
[s1 -
stayed four months,' 1 think it was headquarter[ed] in Laﬂayette.

P S s S0

Put up four months over there and so-dhis band-—the mugic [shop]
people took his brother's drum and the . Fellows banjo away from them;
hadn't finished paying for them, you knOW. So they got us to join .

h] ’!

thema. So I went over there ﬁwo more montha and stayed, finished -; 12 A

El bby_jumped on me anﬁ'said, "Man, juét look at that man Play°"-'ﬁf'fiﬂ;

e P e )

'whigtle, about that long,; you blowp 1ike'g¢ the Scuthern Pacific

. [ - ok
. and he broke it all up. Cost . me nearly five dollars. Iunever'cared gy

ahaut no drum player, though, don't care about fio dtum ‘player.
Wheﬁ ‘we'd meet these bands, yéars agé, we used to go out and we used"
.‘I . l-}

td advertiae in these funniture wagona, bufore- the automobile and lj;;;f7

a11 that stuff come up playing things like that ‘When we'd meet

!

enef like that, at a dorner, I'd see ‘a band, I’d Bay,'“Let's go

5 iy
2

dawn there, let's get him," Go dcwn there and buck for about a‘f'

Xi rE
P ARt

‘houf. two hours. I 1iked that. They couldn't do nothing With me.:ﬁiafjé
I played in the EsR.A. band one year. We were rehearsing riqht hereaj;fé
on Melpomene, between Liberty and LaSalle.; The fellcw ‘that WHB .. ‘”fig
already playing with the E.R.A. Band the snare drum ‘player, was :{;;:}:;

\:I,want the professor to dc 15 to ﬂhow me my drum part.- i gcnna

‘i

supposed to be reading, not 1earning like I was trying to do, reading. 3"

ok

b & got in there. . I don‘t know what happened to, tha bass drum player

a;-':-‘.‘ mﬂw& e

and they hired me. The professor had a 1itt1e stick put the bbok ‘{T?¥%§
dﬂ here. I sald, "What's that for?". He said, "That's for Ycuc. s "‘253@
i : {5 i Y4 _;,a;

I said, "I don't need that. This gift/I got 1is from thé Almiqhty
God._ Whatever God gives SOmebody, ndbody can't. také it &way‘ All

i

l

b

“make note for note." The profeasor ‘showed me ; the druﬁ part inﬁthére
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ané they started off, [I was] right there with them. Fifst march fheyf-p
played was "Success." Then they played "Little Rastus.“r'Thén'Ehey'
played [unintelligible], and "Succe;s“ (scats). I meanAit, I was
right there on them. They got another part that comes into it, |
&nd I was playing it on the bass drum, I played 'em on that part,
so they put him~—switched ‘him on the big drum, put me on the 1itt1e,
one. And I beat him on the little one.. Played all three of -them .'ﬂé{
'marches, and they put him out of the band. And the rumor came ' | oy
out, he said when he could catch me*What he was going to do to me,

' youfknow, I was playing at Third ahd Franklin fow every night-—
;ﬁfee.nights a week, Friday,'Saturday, and Sunday. So I was pre-
pa;ed for him} if he had-come° He come up‘there once, but>he neVer
ééid nothing to me. That boy stopped speaking to me for about two
,‘Qeérs. a year or two years, Last t}me X seen him, I was working on the
Eok A., I met him at City Park. He's dead how, Fellow theY'pall :
DaVe Ogdeh, drummer. : ' | - '
[Allen:] ‘Dave what? . = . |

[Bailez:] lbave Ogden. You don‘t'khOW-hip? . : - f-.,
[al;gg ] Didn't he work with the Maple Leaf [Ordheatra]?
[Bai ey:] No, I don't ‘know where he was working at. .
 [£&&§3.] I think I know his son, but I-—. - | . '_'I % ~3ﬁ7,g§
Ihgilexx] Yeah, té got a son. His.son-é & ‘;‘:7 .- ‘-- ,';l'::jpﬁ
fhilen:] Son drank ‘some wine with me some. you khow, at;some 'I '; ﬁ:;.

paradeo He was knocked out'of his mind; drinking all that wine¢ Y

[Bailex 1 Yéah, he used to play on drums too. his son used to plaf

drums, A tall boy,' I don't know if he! s still playinqs 1ast time

| I see him we ‘wasg playing a funeral, ‘way down on-nand he tald mé :
_Ehat he was;writing insurance. Boﬁh of them hays thaﬁ“Igpluyad withvfj

e

X Lyl ":.'l‘ : P S

g ‘\".’ b e & o ._ e .
e 2% D™ i ST N 5
‘*mtwwﬂw#ﬁ;_ﬁ- " aanivze an T

I played at Third and Framklin. Louis Rob:l.nson. call him "Big Eyé '

d -‘.-l Loy e

J i’l : i 3 g7t T ;
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Louie," you know Zeb [Leneis],- the clarinet player?

[Allen:] Uh-huh. \
[Bailey:] Both of them dead. They both dead.’

" [Allen:] ‘It was Big Eye Louie, the clarinet player, I knew.

;[Bailex:] No,i:he was a piano player; _' )

}:[kllenzl Big Eye Louie what? 5.‘ | - T h T

itBailexz] His name was Louls Robinson, ﬁ?éd to call him Big Eye = . i

.ALeuiB. 2 | . . |

‘i[ﬁllens] I knew Big Eye Louis [Nelson], the clarinet player, but

not the ?iano player.

[Bailey:] Not him. He's from downtown. .
;[Allenz] And Zeb used to work with Rena, that's the'one.- My teacher
'ueed to work with him, Manuel Manétta, You kncw,"Hoae"'f:om-.‘ o i i

. across the river?

'[ﬁai 1:] I know Manuel Manetta. . That was kilt Zeb : He,ﬁfiﬁk‘f
| ;eb much. Fight so much that wine.‘ e
efillen:]‘ That ol' wine will do itjevery time. When“fou Qere- | {‘
Btarting off, what kind of sticks did you have? - ' _
‘[Bailey:] Huh? te S ,_": T
. [Allen:] What did you use for sticks when you were a kid, for ! ' ;'ijf
" dfum sticks? " | | o
i[BailexJ] [I used'to get sticks f?] used to cut them With a knife,‘"Q7;ﬁ
:and make them. Buy & piece ‘of wood and trim it down. And I could i‘ @
,piay»—I WOuld play with-—play with, anything.‘ | .
[Allen:] Who did you-- . - .. .. f‘;';ff}:; ;
g[.ailegzl‘ I -went to rehearsal Friday night Thechome and, got lf,;;;;ﬂ
;hé? I didn't want to go and they begged me to goi, I went“whutsday-?-~73

night, they corte and got me: about quarter to eiqht but they had me ¥

. ' . ¥ o eh
. s . ; ; ' - . £ o
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home ' for about ten after ten. I héd them fellows all hollering '
_ﬁdwn there, give me a drum solo, you know I play by myself. All

they do is give the the chance and I play up--make all kind of

4

‘explosions play.’ ° o
Ié;lggx] You can do that in the street. Man, he has' the crowd
ljﬁmp;ng when he does that too. 2

-[ﬁailexsl I had them holiering. But I know I've been'playing music
quite a number of years, been playing a 1ong time now, NEvér_took-

a tally, If I'd a took a tally fpgm when I started, 1'd.really

‘know, - I was talking to some fellow some‘time back, he asked me if! !
IEIievér broke a doum in my life. I told him IX never bioke'a drum

ihéhd in my life. I broke sticks; they'd we&n out from beating i

50ﬁ pané, but. I never broke a drum: head.‘ He told me some place

wgere I send to Chirhgo, something ' about they would - Ty
give to 'see a drummer never broke a head. And I never ‘broke a .

dfum head in my life. They're either going to break from Ehe ,-" .'
‘wéathér, or I fo:get to unwind 'emr from being too tight, pap ‘ S
\1ike there. Say, play on a drum break 'em, I never broke--fellows ' |
ibfeak them for breakfast, dinner, and suppers Them things cost
ia 1ot of money, them heads. Cost you‘ahott eighéeeﬁ, nineteen
‘dollars for one big head.  1f you treak that old drum head., I o
;been playing quite a while. ff' 'I_ | | ' "
rlhllen:] ‘When you started off playing, did you hear gnyfb&nda-df_‘ g
;mﬁsic that you rememher, from way back? l"j-'t.' o ‘lﬂ,f.jg
‘.;IBPil ey:] Oh, yeah. Used to have the Onward Band here, . the Onward
}Bapd,\the Imperial, and'Frankie Duson. I heard them Frankie Dusén;
lfg;;gg:] Who's Frankie Duson? L B -\,. g & . ‘”,t:A:ﬁﬁttr
thﬂilﬁ!l] I beliéve he's dead. And I remember Ed&y Bolden [no jljy;l;:
doubt he means Buddy Bolden], used. to play in the band When o 4 waa v

‘ i i __- .L "E-L. ‘_-w LA ;‘7__ SR
: . ' Edla, o el ot : uE.a--:‘ y -;".(r}f".??-‘""_ ,i
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a kid.
[Allen:] Eddy Bolden? Who was he? ;

[Balley:] Trumpet player. That gug; you could hear him about
Beven, eight, nine blocks [ail by hiﬁeélf ?]?' He’s;dead._ I
remember when [thn] Robichaux one time in Lyncoln Park, he‘wae
piafing up there. ‘[Unintelligiblej‘ueed to go up.in a_bélleon,
iaﬂd?all that stﬁff. - . ) i _ . : | '
[ﬁllen:} Who went up in a balloon? E s " _

: [Bailex°]v Buddy Bottley. Fellow called Buddy Bottley. They had
Robichaux'b Brass Band, used to be the Excelsior. 'He used to;have
aggeod orchestra. Talking about: bands. that man had a band ; _
Lilien :] Who do you think started: all this ragtime mueic? o --qu
[Be 1ex=] I don't know. I know one thingt it originated from i
r%ght here in New Orleans. That's Where it came from, righb in. ‘

New Orleans., Started right here. - E

L

[Hdiehs] Did Robichaux have a—- .

i

[ ai;ex:] Robichaux's bahd was mostly a musical [reading] hand.lﬂ

Théy played; you know, ragtime, but moatly music.w Good banda They R
were a good band. It was something on the order of 1ike Duke 5q-.5"ﬁ)hj

et
pilington. They had a Number One band;< They used to play nothing ettty

bﬁ&jetrictly [written] music. They could play. -Bat. they could %
jhzz it up sometimes. 'j e ‘;f g & A ; i

[Allen:] Where did this Eddy Bolden live? [Should have asked .,}g7ﬂ:]
wdejpe ;elated to Buddy Bolden] 2 A 13- -l'.‘ ?d;:: f i'fi;%;?
[Eailex:] I don' t know where he lived iHefeas aftali, beWna ﬂ ﬁt¥Tf?f§
e%ipned fellow, alim. He's dead ) 7 sy i :A,~.' ,.wffil_ﬂié
[Alien:] And who did he play withe R T

':d to have his ‘own band.-ﬁ*' _;'e'-”,a;-f_3:‘_f1?ffﬁ fi%

own band?
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[Baileg:] Uh-huh. Brass band. I don't know about orchestra.,
[Allen;} You know any of the guys in the band? a7 ‘ : :

[Bailey:] No. I was small, I waa_walking around after them.

g | J
You. ever heard of Bab Frank? - : *
; |

[Qilgg}] Piecolo player?. :

[Peilez:}- Yeah, ' ; é-

[éligg;] Sure. ' j .
.[ﬁ&ileg:] ' I think he was with [KideOry.' Wasn't he? , -,

I_llgetl I don't remember. ‘1: - . ' ' o & )
‘{Bailegs] Ory Band. Bab Frank. i | l l
(A lien:l I know.he played some, t——

)

[_g;lgz;] No, I believe Bab Frank' had his band with Fﬁank Keelin -,_;'
I‘I'(

[real name: Campbell (?)1,. trumpet playerr I think he was playing with
him. They played out at the National Park a couple of times. |

[éll_ﬂﬁl I know he had a bind with Charlie McCurdy. the clarinet .‘{-;E
player, for a while. I've seen a picture of that. You rememher\-‘;kfél
Cﬁe;lie McCurdy? : T : i ‘ . 1
(Bailey:] I remember. What beccéh«/of him? ST T
'[Allgg}]' I believe he's passed [on] too. R _-J 'l "";l;!
[Bailex:] I remember Charlie McCurdy. Sidney‘Desviqne;—i'meae ;r.i?iiz
that Sidney Vigne-dhas a good clarinet player. He got’ killed fn
by a meat truck, ‘down on"ﬂanal Street He was drunk.' Coming from ;Tﬁri
the lake, , : Y % R i iy £y | ‘ . ; j{;
'[_L:L_eﬁq % Swwed Ao A ¢ . SRR A “
[ pgleg-l. I believe it was a colored fellow, run over him, with fo{%
aﬁt:uck loaded dcwn with meat: maShed him £1at. And this fellaw i;i?%
Walter Brundy, uaed to play with Robichaux, he'! s ) clarinet player,?ezég
aﬁd ‘was a drum player. ¥ “ g B s e Vi ‘wjﬁf
11en:| Walter’who? ' : | lé-ﬂ - {: j ,¥;; i{fﬁ*ffr:yQ;T?JWf
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{Ba Kt] Walter Brundy. He got killed in Natchez, Missisaippi. ‘ﬁ
[gl;gg;]. Oh, yeah, Walter Brundy, yeah ’ ;
[Bailex:} Walter Brundy. { -
[gliégg] He was mostly a drummer, bui he took mp clarinet laier—~
ia_ﬁhat,the guy? : ;
[Baileys] Yeah. Tae, e ? , o
[gil;g;] Played with Ehe Superior, too? : | IE
'_[B&i‘ g:] I don't know about the Superior, I know he played _ %
wiﬁh ‘Robichaux. I FaiaHbaE £he Superior Band,'and the Imperial.. ?ﬁ
He! got killed in Natchéx,.Missisgippi. : | 7?
[Allenx} Whioh fire was that? T | e {
[Bailez:] After we left from there; he was ‘drunk, you know, -on : ﬁ
Chri;tmas eve night. We was io Natdhez, Undertaker's truck; 75¥":ié
kilied himp undertaker truck. . - f{.-"., ' ‘,r‘,-"['~pip z'if.ff«
[Ailenzl I thought maybe he was killed in that b&g fire up. .lié
.thefe-—_u - . 2 j IR A D . ";ij:lfz
B ai;eg:] Oh; no, We had been there just before that fire started.. ﬁé
[A11En:] When Walter Barnes got killed, I m talking about. . Ybu ' ?;
remember Walter Barnes? BT e T : :?
[gailezz] What ‘[aid] he'play? | $ ‘l s %

[Allen:] He played saxophone, clarinet, and he had a band._ He9:<*

gty

e e e e

waé around Natchez, Vicksburg..

[Bailex:] X don‘t remember Walter Barhes. p ! i; _;j

e

h..
PN L N

S

[Allen:] _He got-—thera was something like two hundred and fifty
peéple killed that day_awhen ‘the Rhythm ulub burnea up. s

g T
e

""|

[Ba x:] I _rem.ember‘that.° That was way back'hpder the Hill, u";]igg

waeh't 1t .'f.- o Ly S - T‘jyﬁ_ -;* ;_,; fﬁf%;
[Alien:] Yeah. e LA T Wl R

3 o ";1"
[Bailey:] I believe that hall they goh burned up. in, that‘s the SR
. : . ) : : AR : ) "“',‘ 7 .*'!!\'}',' fie sy

L8
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holl we played at.,
[Allen:] Rhythm Club. . -g‘ |

[Bailey:] 1It's way back, way back uﬁdor the hill. I believe

we played that same hall, had left there about,o‘month or so be-

A\

foré ‘that happened. | ¢ '? T |

[é;lgg:] Charlie Love told me he was with & band up there in that
samd hall. | 7
[B&ilex:]' That was fight, left thero a couple of months before _'

that happened,

,[Allenzl Was Love in the same band you were with?
[B g le ]l No.
[éliggz] Not then. .
[.h'ie t] Uh-uh. We left the‘arighé‘before that‘happened © And \

Ehis -boy, he was crossing the street ! and the undertaker's truck

hit hima That's the reason I guit getting drunk. I drink a bottle

o%;beer every- once in a while, but I?donft fool with no more’

' wﬁiékey, wine, ‘nothing like that——goin§ on about seventeen, |
eighteen years now.’ Don't ~go to no beer parlors, nothéng like
thatz go in there and get a bottle of beer and bring it out and

rbring it home and drink it. I don' t:Qrink muich ofVEhat: I don'tr
care for it. Well, now, you see, 11@@ to killed mo, go I Jﬁst

gavq.it up. The last time like to carried me away; had me down

[sick] three times. I got down on my knees and prayed to Almighty

God%andlasked Him to spare me this tiﬁe. Not any horenﬁl dOn't
care for it any moreo As I say, in‘ other words, I was just
ianring myself: and making the bar man rich, 50 I Just cut 1E
outa I wasn't born that way; it wasn 't no birfhwakk. No use

of iooling myself when you know it's against you,:. carnival‘nayffj

whgn.we played for the Garden District_[plnh],nthqy{stop ;iﬁht“dowﬁfag

ek ; : ) . i ¢ 5B RS N TR A I Py
Y Te : : . wo M I, LI S B L
W' Y = 2 1 A P ’ i R ST M7
ey L} d . - . y 35
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_theare at Egania and Annunciation [Streets], . 'stay there_one hour,

Vfrom'one to two. White fellow come to me with a fifth of whiskey,
"Shorty, you want a shoﬁ?" I said, “Uh-uh "You want a beer?!'

“I'll take a beer." [Unintelligible] "Want another one?“ fNo,' |
thank you, I don't want another." ?Come on, man, take a shdt.J'.

"I dbn't want it." Ain't no use trying to insisting, I said,

"Well, I know when something's against me, no use of me fooling with - °

TR I'm gonna be the one to suffer, not him. So I fust stopped.

‘[Qiéégzl I could‘ne?er maﬁe it-fhrouoh Carnival Day witﬁ one beer;
I'ilf'tell you that. . ‘ B r 1
[Bailezz] Huh?" j |
'[gélgg;] I could never make it'through Carnival Daylwith one

‘beer: | ' i

[Bﬁlieg:] That was enough--I'd done drunk one already, and ﬁhe one

that he offered me again, that was two. That's enough. You
can t [play that Rhythm ? when you ré drunk; that's one thing.-

Lo¥ry

vl
Thét manager we got doA‘t allow nobody in the band drunk, get

/

drﬁnk He tells you, if you want to drink, drink after you‘re off

_ ‘dutyt don't come on no job and drink. If you want to drink a beer,'nj

the man says if you want to get a beer before the parade starts, . [ B

go;iﬂ there and get your beer and come'on out-and get in your .
haaa; That's-rightr that'e in order,; You can't playrmusic'whegif
_yoﬁ re drunk; I don't care how good a mnsician you are. .Ana then
.sometimes it oauses confusionr fooling with that 1iquor makes you
contrary, sees everybody can’t take 1t You see, when 1iquor 8

in that 1ndividual, worth is outj there 8 no worth there.'

[Unintelligible] liquor, some people can't oontrol, they do a lot ”:_J;

of - things they' ve never don in their lifet it makes them do things

thgyﬁdon't want to do. And after. they re- sober,and ﬁhay come to,‘sz,
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thshgthey're sorry about it, putfit'sftoo late. So I quit;. o
'Csusé when I was drinking, I wouldn't allow nobody'to fool with

meé "When I was drinking, as long as_&ou don't say nothing to

me. At was all right. ‘But let a fellow éaj soﬁgthing, [ready to ?]
maksya-humbug, first thing you know, #'d be taking somebody's
life;or.they‘d be taking mine. I jsst stopped. And I'vs‘[hﬁrt ?] tﬁﬂ
a ﬁany of them when I'd getttheie drioking. So i'stopped;' Just : :_‘Q
' quit. I cut it oo't° That's the best way. . You know something o
against you, manh can't control himself when he tise "it, don't
fool with it. Now some people can dtink ever so much, and you
knoﬁ, go right on around--lot of.fblﬁs csn-control theitself,

hut ‘some people can't control theirself when they'rxe’ drinking,

b4

aﬁd :some of them are just like a hog; don't know when thsy got

s ot cag il e

enbtgh,_ They'd be drinking £i11l 4t run out of their nose and mouth,';'

stiil they want more. _ g

[Allen:] Did any of the old-time musicians here used to drink?

Y ar -.-_ -4
- } T,

s 3

[_ﬂzl ‘Huh? ! S :

[Allen:] Any of the musicians use to drink, in the old daYs,_ L ;

ey
":hv—

‘hefe? | '

{ aileg:] I don't remember no whols lot of old ones: most all
them I know of is dead. Now, looka ‘Ulieret hiad Chris Kelly, Sam’. - . 54
Mofgan, Jack Carey--I don't know about his brother, Mutt; I don t
know if he's dead; he was in Califorhia—~ e : '
[Allen:] He's dead. ‘, - t .t . : ”; e u;.nfla
[Egilele Willie [”Kaiser“] Joseph, he yot killed in [unintelligi?ié]
he got killed by a truck, hit and run driVer; ear.. And my barbsf i ;{
HP‘B a old banJo player, he used to play. with us, he disd: he's ¢ ¢;$'f%§
Bsén &ead going on two yeara——First and Liherty-—Neison‘Jbssphnw-5ﬁzl%ﬁ
' wsiused ‘to play together. [in 7] the\Ybung Tuxedonahe oied‘*’Ahs ;i 5%
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