
ALBERT BURBANK 

Reel I [of 3]--Digest--Retype 
January 4, 1962 

Also present: Richard B. Allen, Herb Friedwald. 

l 

The interview, with Albert Burbank, Sr., was conducted at [his 

home], 1515 North Roman Street, New Orleans. 

Answering RBA's question about the interest of AB's brother in 

some picnics, AB says his brother would org�nize the picnic, hiring 

the band, selling tickets, etc., not for the profit [if any], but 

for the pleasure of doing it and attending the picnics, which were 

held on a Sunday at Milneburg two or three times during a s.ummer. 

AB does not remember which pavillion the picnics usually used: he 

says the name of one of the pavillions on the lake was Lucian's. 

AB tells HF that the pavillions [or camps]. were just big rooms with 

tops; he tells RBA that there was not much difference between them 

and Mama Lou's and other camps at Little Wood·and Citrus. The band 

at the picnics would choose a corner inside the r�om to set up7 the 

people attending would not sit down (there were no chairs provided 

for them), but would dance, etc. At RBA's request, AB describes 

the food served at the picnics [apparently the people brought their 

own food from home]. There were [usually] long benches around the 

inside walls. Keg beer was served. AB says the band would arrive 

at the picnics about 11 AM, and would play until 5 or 6 PM. AB says 

Manuel Perez's band played picnics, and that he remembers seeing 

"Big Eye" Louis [Nelson] playing in bands at picnics: the bands were 








































